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JOURNAL ofthe Procerpincs and Dezates in the 
Potiticat Cxivus, continued from Page 63. 


dn the Debate continued in your laff, 

. the next that poke was A. Beculo- 
nius, the Purport of whofe Speech 
was as follows. 


Mr Prefident, 
SJR, 


Dy, S I hope we fhall, in 
LEY a very few weeks, 

% have preliminaries, 
\ at leaft, fettled and 
‘A// agrecd to for an ho- 
m% } nourable treaty of 
Sea) peace, or war declar- 
* ed in the moft fo- 
Jemn manner, and as we cannot ex- 
pect that any great number of feamen 
would, in fo fhort a time, enter volun- 
tarily into his majelty’s fervice, in 
confequence of this motion’s being a- 
greed to, I muft think, that it will be 
more prudent to delay ordering any 
fuch bill to be brought in until war be 
actually declared ; for even in that cafe, 
Iam of opinion, that a new bill muft 
be brought in for explaning and a- 
mending the laws now in being, and 
then we fhall be betier able to judge, 





what ought to be done with the prizes 
taken before the declaration of war; 
becaufe if any of our people in America 
have fuffered by the incroachments 
or depredations of the French in that 
part of the world, fome fhare of the 
produce of the prizes already taken 
ought to be applied towards making 
good the damage they have fultained, 
in the fame way as was done with re- 
gard to thofe prizes taken from Spain 
in the year 1739, before we declared 
war againft that nation; for this is a 
piece of jultice we owe to the fufferers, 
and always ought to be confidered 
when orders for reprizals are iffued 
to any of his majefty’s fhips of war. 
But, Sir, let fuch a bill be ordered 
when it will, it ought to be extremely 
well confidered ; for I doubt if it be 
confiltent with the publick fervice to 
give the whole of the prizes to the 
captors; I am afraid, it makes our 
naval officers a little too fond of ha- 
ving the command of our fourth, fifth, 
and fixth rates, and to me it feems to 
be an injuftice done to thofe officers 
and feamen who are employed on 
board our firft, fecond, and third rates, 
as 
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as the former are always employed as 
cruizers, and owe their protection to 
the latter, when we are at war with a 
nation that has any pretence to being 
called a maritime power. I muft there- 
fore think, it would be right to have 
our whole navy divided into certain 
fquadrons ; and that all prizes taken 
by any fhip of fuch a fquadron, fhould 
belong to, and be divided among the 
officers and feamen of that {quadron, 
tho’ taken at never fo great a diltance 
from the chief rendezvous of the {qua- 
dron: and this would be particularly 
neceffary in cafe of a war with France, 
becaufe we mutt, in fuch a cafe, always 
keep a large number of capital fhips in 
readinefs at home, none of which could 
ever be employed as cruizers, or have 
an opportunity to take any prize; and 
therefore, in jultice to the officers and 
feamen employed on board of fuch hips, 
they ought, I think, to have a fhare of 
all the prizes taken by any cruizer 
not belonging to any fquadron [tation- 
ed in fome other part of the world. 
‘This, I think, Sir, would be a more 
juft and a more equal diftribution of 
the produce of the prizes taken by his 
majeity’s fhips of war, as every officer 
and feaman on board the royal navy 
would then be fure of getting fome- 
thing by prizes, and no one would e- 
ver get too much, which in the late war 
frequently happened to be the cafe. 
Another advantage would be, that the 
fhips employed to guard our coatts, or 
to convoy our trade, would not be un- 
der fo great a temptation to neglect 
their proper duty, and to employ them- 
felves in looking out for, and feizing 
the trading fhips of the enemy, which 
1 fufpect was fometimes the cafe during 
the late war; for conlidering the great 
fuperiority we then had at fea, the 
number of our trading fhips taken by 
the enemy was furprizing. I myelf 
once carried to the admiralty board a 
it of 1200 merchant fhips that had 
been, in a fhort {pace of time, taken 
by the enemy; and of thefle 1200 
there were no lefs than goo that were 
colony fhips; fo that the trade of our 
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colonies was either more neglected 
than any other branch of our trade, or 
we muft reckon that the colony trade 
is, in proportion to the whole trade 
of this nation, as nine is to tweive, or 
three to foar, which fhews how much 
it imports us to take all poffible care of 
our colonics and plantations in Ame- 
rica. 

For this reafon, I fay, Sir, I hope 
we fhall foon have either an honoura- 
ble peace, or a declaration of war; for 
the uncertain {tate we are in at prefent 
would in a fhort time, ruin our colo- 
nies, our trade, and our navigation, e- 
{pecially the laft, becaufe it would 
throw the whole of it into the hands 
of foreigners, as far as our navigation 
act could allow: Nay, it has already 
thrown a great deal of our navigation 
into the hands of foreigners ; for be- 
fides the high wages we are obliged to 
pay to our feamen, the infurance upon 
Britifh thips is now very near as high 
as it ever was in time of war; fo that 
unlefs war be foon declared, and due 
care taken to guard and protect our 
trade, we muft be reduced to the dire 
neceflity of repealing, or at lealt fuf- 
pending our navigation act, and fel- 
ling all our trading fhips at half price 
to foreigners, I therefore think weare 
under an abfolute neceflity of coming 
very foon to a determination as to 
peace or war, and it is this that makes 
me again{t putting the queftion upon 
the prefent motion; for as to our fea- 
men, I fhall always be for giving them 
every encouragement in our power, 
and for freeing them, as much as pofli- 
ble, trom every hardfhip they now do, 
or can labour under; becaufe no one 
can have a greater regard for that bo- 
dy of men than I have; nor is there a- 
ny gentleman, who has more reafon 
than I have, to wifh well to them, as a 


great part of my fortune is every year 
afloat upon the ocean. 














For 


The next Speaker in this Debate was 
Cn. Genucius, who /poke to this Ef- 


fell. 
Mr Prefident, 


STIR, 


HEN I feconded the motion 

now under confideration, I 
could not fuggeft to myfelf any objec- 
tions that could be made to it, there- 
fore I at that time gave you no fur- 
ther trouble than to open, as clearly 
and fully as I could, the intention of 
the bill propofed by my noble friend, 
and referved to mylfelf the privilege 
of riling up again to anfwer the objec- 
tions made, if any fhould be made, to 
my noble friend’s motion. Objections 
have, it is true, been fince made; but 
they are {uch as could never have en- 
tered into my head to fuggelt, and if 
they had, they are fuch as I, as an 
Engli/bman, fhould have been afhamed 
to fuggeft. What ftrange, what un- 
manly fears, have been thrown out up- 
on this occafion! We mutt not pre- 
pare for war, for fear of rendering a 
peace impracticable! We mutt not pre- 
pare for war, for fear of raifing the 
refentment of the people of France! I 
am really afhamed, Sir, to hear fuch ar- 
guments made ufe of in a Briti/h par- 
liament. The French have, ever fince 
the treaty of peace at 4ix-la-Chapelle, 
been fupporting, affifting, and furnifh- 
ing with arms and ammunition, thofe 
Indians, who, at their inftigation, have 
been mnrdering and {calping our peo- 
plein Nova-Scotia: The French have 
ever fince that treaty been building 
forts upon our territories, almoft round 
our frontiers in America; and they 
have fent troops thither to defend 
thofe forts: Nay, they have lately by 
viglence taken a fort from us; and 
have not only robbed and murdered 
many of our people, but have actually, 
in an open and hoftile manner, attack- 
ed our troops in that part of the world, 
After fuch repeated, fuch defigned in- 
fults, fhall any fear whatever prevent 
our preparing to do ourfelves juftice ? 


Sorry Iam, to hear fuch a fuggeftion 
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from the mouth of any Exgli/bman. 
Iffuch a fuggeftion fhould have any 
weight with the people of this country, 
how jultly may it be faid, Quanium 
mutatus ab illo! 

If we are fuing, Sir, if we are beg- 
ging for a peace upon any terms, I fhall 
grant, that our preparations may of- 
fend our enemies: If we are refolved 
to accept of fuch a peace, as French al- 
lies may dictate to us, I fhall grant, 
that our preparations may offend them. 
But if we are refolyed to command an 
honourable peace, the more we are 
prepared, the more able we fhall be to 
command it, the lefs will every nation 
in Europe be inclined to rifk joining 
with France again{t us; for nations 
are pretty much like old gamelters ; 
they compare the chance they have of 
gaining with the chance they have of 
lofing, and they never venture when 
they plainly fee that the odds are a- 
gainft them. ‘This I am fure every 
gentleman will grant, who has the 
honour to be of that famous academy 
near St Fames’s; and confequently e- 
very fuch gentleman mult, I think, be 
for this motion, becaufe nothing can 
be more certain, than that the more we 
are prepared for war, the more the 
odds will be againft thofe that fhall 


dare to join with Frawce againft this 


nation. There are, I knaw, fome 
nations in Europe, that are by trea- 
ty obliged to join with the French 
when they are unjuftly attacked; but 
I likewife know, that no nation in 
Europe is obliged to join with the 
French when they are the aggref- 
fors; and I alfo know, that the 
judgment of nations, as well as private 
men, is always {trongly biafled by their 
intereft. How then are we toprevent 
the French being joined by any of their 
allies in a war againft us upon the pre- 
fent occafion? Is it not by making e- 
very nation in Evrope think, that the 
French were the aggreflors ? How are 
we to make every nation in Europe 
think fo ? Is it not by making it their 
intereft to think fo? How are we to 
make it their intereflt to think fo? Is 

it 
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it not by fhewing them, that the odds 
will probably be apgainft them ? Can 
we do this any other way, but by fhew- 
ing them that we have prepared, and 
are refolved to vindicate the honour of 
our country again{ft them, as well as 
France ? 

Therefore, Sir, the molt effectual way 
for preventing France being joined by 
any of her allies in a war againft us, 1s 
to make all poflible preparations for 
war; and this will of courfe be the 
moft effediual way for obtaining a fafe 
and honourable peace; for if the 
French court find, that they cannot 
prevail with any of their allies to join 
with them, I believe, they will be ex- 
ticmely cautious of coming to an open 
war with this nation, as they can carry 
it on no where but by fea, and there 
we are fo much fupcrior to them in 
power, that they can have no chance 
for fuccefs, if the war be managed on 
our fide with any tolerable conduct. I 
fay, Sir, that the war can becarried on 
no where but by fea ; for I may juftly 
and properly fay fo, when the armies 
on both fides muft be tranfported by 
fea ; and if we purfue the plan that has 
been chalked out by an Hon, friend of 
mine in this debate, we may very foon 
put it out of the power of France to 
fend any troops to America, or to fup- 
port thofe fhe has now there, or may 
have fent there before our declaration 
of war. From hence, Sir, I mult con- 
clude, that if our prefent difputes with 
France fhould end in an open war, it 
can proceed from nothing but the late 
pufillanimous condué of our minifters, 
and the contemptible opinion which 
the French court have of their capa- 
city to conduct a war; and nothing 
can tend more towards confirming them 
in that opinion, than our putting a ne- 
gative upon this motion. 

Then, Sir, as to the people of France, 
if they have now any hopes, that the 
fhips we have taken are to be reftored, 
they cannot furely have any fuch hopes 
after all thofe fhips are condemned and 
appropriated to the captors; and as 
thofe fhips are not by the propofed bill 
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to be condemned and appropriated, un- 
till after a declaration of war, if the 
people of France have any influence up- 
on their court, our pafling this bill will 
oblige them to make ufe of that influ- 
ence, for inducing their court to come 
{peedily to an amicable fettlement of all 
the difputes now fubfifting between us, 
in order to prevent a declaration of 
war, and in confequence thereof, a con- 
demnation and appropriation of all the 
fhips we have taken, or fhall hereafter 
take. 

Thus, Sir, in every light in which 
this bill can be viewed, it muft appear 
to tend more towards bringing ona 
{fpeedy, fafe, and honourable peace, 
than towards rendering a war unavoi- 
dable, and confequently muft tend to- 
wards obliging the court of France to 
give ear to any reafonable profers of 
peace : It muft tend towards rendering 
the people of Frazce follicitous for pre- 
venting a declaration of war ; and it 
muft tend towards preventing the allies 
of France from looking upon us as the 
appreffors, or thinking themfelves o- 
bligedto aflift Franceagainft us. Thefe, 
Sir, will be the happy effeéts of our a- 
greeing to this motion; and the con- 
trary, in every particular, will be the 
fatal effects of our putting a negative 
upon it. 

Having now confidered what effeéts 
our agreeing, or difapreeing to this 
motion, will haye abroad, I fhall next 
confider, Sir, what effects either may 
have athome. In the firft place, our 
agreeing to this motion< will have a 
great effect towards inducing our feas 
men to enter voluntarily into the go- 
vernment’s fervice, and confequently 
muft of courfe leffen the neceflity we 
are under of making ufe of that tyran- 
nical and unjuft method called preffing. 
I fay tyrannical, Sir, becaufe not only 
a tyrannical but a cruel ufe is often 
made of it ; and it is certainly unjuft, 
becaufe if men are to be preffed into the 
public fervice, every man who is fit 
for fervice ought to be preffed in his 
turn, and no man ought to be forced 
to ferve but in his turn. In the next 
place, 
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our agreeing to this motion, 


Sir 
Foul make both the officers and fea- 


of our fhips of war more aciive 
vr} diligent in looking out for, and 
feizing the fhips of France ; and if the ta- 
king of any bean advantage,or will con- 
duce to a peace, furely the more we do 
take, the more advantage we fhall have, 
the more it will conduce to a peace. 
That both thefe effects would flow from 
our giving all prizes, as foon as con- 
demned, to the captors, is fo certain 
from the nature of things, and was fo 
fully confirmed by experience in the 
Jalt war, thatit cannot with a | colour 
of reafon be denied ; and confequent- 
ly we may be affured, that both would 
immediately flow from our agreeing to 
this motion. 

But now, Sir, with regard to the 
confequences of our difagreeing to this 
motion, how mult it deprefs the {pirits 
of thofe feamen that are already in the 
public fervice, how unwilling mutt it 
make every feaman to enter into the 
public fervice ? Will any man of com- 
mon fenfe willingly do fo, when he 
finds he can expeét nothing but the 
poor wages allowed by the public; and 
that at a time when he is fure of hav- 
ing double the wages by continuing in 
the merchant fervice ? Gentlemen may, 
perhaps, chufe to difagree to this mo- 
tion by means of the previous-que- 
ftion ; but our brave and blunt feamen 
do not underftand fuch language. 
‘When they hear of fuch a motion’s 
having been made, and not agreed to, 
they will conclude, that it was reject- 
ed; and confequently will fuppofe, 
that our minifters are refolved to carry 
on this war in the fame manner they 
have begun it, without any formal de- 
claration of war, in order that they 
may have an opportunity to enrich 
themfelves by the prizes that aretaken ; 
nay, as all prizes would in fuch a cafe 
belong to the crown, I am afraid, left 
our feamen fhould carry their fufpicions 
higher than our minifters. God for- 


bid! any of them fhould ever fufpect, 


that his majefty intends toenrich him- 
felf by a war. Thofe who know his 


generous and bountiful nature, can have 
no fufpicion ; but our feamen can have 
no fuch knowledge ; and therefore, in 
duty to our fovereign, we ought to 
agree to this motion, in order to pre- 
vent their entertaining any fuch fufpi- 
cion. 

In gratitude likewife, Sir, to our fea- 
men, we ought to agree to this mo- 
tion. To them this nation owes that 
internal tranquillity, which it has for 
fo many years enjoyed. By them we 
have, for fo many ages, been protect- 
ed from thofe inroads of hoftile armies, 
which othernations have been often ex- 
pofedto. It may be truly faid, that ever 
fince the invafion of the Danes, our in- 
ternal tranquillity has never been di- 
{turbed but by civil broils amongft our- 
felves ; and they deferve this encou- 
ragement the more, as the wages allot- 
ted them by the public are but very 
fmall, and as their condition of life is 
harder, and the dangers they are ex- 
pofed to are preater, than thofe of any 
other fort of militarymen. They pafs 
a greater part of their life in a fort of 
prifon ; and even in the moft peacea- 
ble times they are expofed to the dan- 
gers of the fea, The wages even of 
our fea officers are but very inconfider- 
able: A fea licutenant, when out of 
commiffion, and upon half pay, has but 


_25,.a day, which is 36/, 105. a year. 


How many of our civil officers have 
higher wages, or a greater falary, with- 
out being ever expofed to any dangers 
and yet our fea lieutenants are, by his 
majefty’s orders, to rank with a cap- 
tain of foot. Therefore in juftice, as 
well as gratitude to our feamen, we 
ought to give them every other advan- 
tape in our power. 
After having thus anfwered every 
objection that has been made to this 
motion, and given ‘fuch {trong argu- 
ments for our agreeing to it, I hope, 
Sir, it will not be faid, that it proceeds 
from a French party in this houfe, as 
has been faid without doors of thoft- 
who happen not ta approve of every 
thing that has been done, or left un- 
done, by our minifters. Nay, an in- 
: finua- 
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finuation has even been printed and 
publifhed, that 250,000/. had come 
from France, for creating an oppo- 
fition to the wife meafures of our mi- 
nifters. ButI am fo far from being an- 
gry at this freedom, tho’ it may jaltly 
be called licentious, that I am glad to 
{ce the prefs fo free. It makes me re- 
colleé& what I have fomewhere read of 
one of the greatelt generals of the 4- 
thenian commonwealth, who was ac- 
cufed by a moft low and abject citi- 
zen: Tho’ the accufation was falfe, 
he was fo far from refenting it, that he 
rejoiced at it, and faid, he was glad to 
find that he had fo well eftablifhed the 
liberties of his country, that an accu- 
fation might be brought by the mean- 
e(t citizen, again{ft the greateft man in 
the republic : I hope, this will always 
be the cafe in this country ; for tho’ 
it may be fometimes neceflary to pu- 
nih licentioufnefs, yet even licentiouf- 
nefs itfelf ought not, I think, to be e- 
ver fo feverely punifhed, as may in- 
croach upon the liberty of the prefs. 
This, indeed, will never happen, I be- 
lieve, when the licentioufnefs is direct- 
ed againft thofe who are in oppofition 
to minilters of {tate; butthere is fome 
danger when it takes a contrary direc- 
tion; and therefore even the punifh- 
ment of licentioufnefs is an affair that 
may, fometimes, deferve the attention 
of this houfe. 


The next that [poke was Cn, Fulvius, 
whofe Speech was to this Effect, 


Mr Prefident, 
SJR, 


| I Owever contemptibly fome gen- 


tlemen, from ao affe&tion of po- 
pularity, may talk of fear, yet I hope 
they will not fay, that it is confiftent 
with common fenfe to be afraid of no- 
thing ; therefore I hall never be afha- 
med to own, that I am afraid of invol- 
ving my country needlefsly in a war; 
and tho’ I have as good an opinion as 
any man ought to have, of the power 
of my native country, and the courage 
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and vig our of my countrymen, yet I 
fhall never be afhamed to own, that I 
am afraid of acting in fuch a manner, 
as may unite feveral powerful nations 
againit us, when by holding a different 
fort of conduct, we may prevent any 
fuch union. Whilft.we fit quiet and 
fafe in this houfe, gentlemen may talk 
in a high ftrain of national ftrength 
and courage, and of the contempt we 
have for our enemies; Such a way of 
talking is fure to be attended with the 
applaufe uf the populace; andI fhall 
grant that thofe who are only to a¢t, 
can never have too high an opinion of 
their {trength and courage, or too 
great a contempt for their enemies ; 
but thofe that are to direct, may err 
in both thefe refpeéts, and fuch an er- 
ror has often been the caufe of the de- 
{truétion, both of themfelves and thofe 
under their direction. Therefore, 
whatever way gentlemen may affect to 
talk in this houfe, I hope thofe who 
have the honour to be of his majefty’s 
council, will take care never to form 
too high an opinion of our own ftrength 
and courage, or too mean an opinion 
of the ftrength and courage of thofe who 
are, or are like to be our enemies ; 

and as we in this houfe are one of his 
majefty’s great fupreme councils, this 
care is, I think, a duty incumbent upon 

every gentleman who has the honour 

of a feat in this aflembly. 

If we do our duty in this refpect, 
Sir: If we maturely and carefully ex- 
amine all circumftances, I believe, we 
fhall find that the Freuch are not fucha 
contemptible people, as to induce us, 
in prudence, and without regard to ju- 
{iice, to involve ourfelves in a war 
with that nation, if it can with honour 
be avoided; and if it cannot with ho- 
nour be avoided, I am fure, we ought 
to take all poflible care not to furnifh 
a pretence to the allies of France, for 
thinking that we are the agereffors; 
therefore I muft think, that during 
this whole debate, gentlemen have ne- 
ver once confidered the importance of 
the monofyllable, now; and yet it is 
the hinge upon which the very marrow 

of 
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of this debate muftturn. If a war 
fhould enfue, or if his majefty was con- 
vinced, that there was no longer any 
room to expect redrefs or fatisfaction, 
by treaty, I fhall grant that fome fuch 
bill as this would be neceflary , but 
the queftion is, if it be zw neceflary. 
Ifit be not zow neceflary, the ordering 
of fuch a bill to be brought in, can do 
but very little good, and may do a great 
deal of harm, all the good pretended 
to refult from it, is that of its inducing 
fome of our feamen to enter voluntari- 
ly into bis majefty’s fervice. Gentle- 
men who fuppofe that this would be a- 
ny great inducement, mult have a very 
different opinion of our common fea- 
men from what Ihave. They muft 
fuppofe them to be a very thoughtful, 
confiderate fort of men, and fuch as are 
ready to give up a {mall préfent advan- 
tage for a very great and future ad- 
vantage in expectation; whereas, I 
have always taken them to be the moft 
thoughtleis, inconfiderate fet of men in 
the kingdom, and fuch as have lefs ree 
gard to futurity, I mean in this life, 
than any other fort of men whatever. 
But fuppofe that this would be an in- 
ducement to fome feamen, to enter vo- 
luntarily into his majefty’s fervice, could 
it have any great effect in a few weeks, 
or in two or three months, which in 
my opinion is the longeft time wé can 
be in fufpence as to peace or war? I 
am almoft certain it would not, and I 
am the more certain, becanfe I believe 
there are now no feamen unemployed 
in the Briti/> dominions: They are all 
employed either in our navy or the 
Merchant fervice, unlefs it be fuch as 
are juft returned from a voyage, and 
have their pockets full of money, and 
thefe you cannot expect to enter, whilft 
they have a fhilling left in their pockets. 
For the caufe of our want of feamen 
at prefent, as well as upon every like 
occafion, is not owing fo much to their 
unwillingnefs to enter into the king’s 
fervice, as to never having a fufficient 
{tock of feainen, at the eve ofa war, to 
fupply our trade and our navy : nor is 
it poflible, I think, to prevent this being 
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always the cafe, by any other method 
but that of keeping a very large num- 
ber of feamen in conftant pay and em- 
ployment, in time of peaceas well as war. 
Therefore, Sir, the utmoft advan- 
tage we can expect by ordering any 
fuch bill to be brought in, a few weeks, 
or a few months, before it may become 
neceflary, is both uncertain and incon- 
fiderable ; but the harm it may do this 
nation is, I think, certain, and may be 
attended with utter ruin; confequent- 
ly it requires no great {kill in the doc- 
trine of chances, to determine what 
ought, in fuch a cafe, to be done. I 
fhall grant, Sir, that the judgment of 
nations as well as of private men 1s 
pretty much governed by what they 
take to be their intereft; but whilit 
France takes care to prevent her neigh- 
bours conceiving a jealoufy of a too 
great increafe of her power, I am afraid 
that in a war between France and \us, 
feveral of the nations in Europe would 
think it their intereft to join with 
France, notwithftanding the greateft 
preparations we could make, becaufe 
in the chance of war they would look 
upon the odds to be on the fide of 
France; and therefore in all our dif- 
putes with that nation, it is prudential 
in us to conduct ourfelves fo as to con- 
vince every nation in Europe, that if a 
war fhould enfue, itis not owing to 
injuftice on our fide, but to ambition 
on the fide of France; for as this would 
of courfe ftir up the jealoufy of the o- 
ther powers of Europe, they would 
either ftand neuter in the war, or be 
ready for the fake of their own prefer- 
vation, to join with us, if the chance 
of war fhould turn very much again{t 
us. 
To prevent this, Sir, is the true 
caufe of that patience which has been 
hitherto fhewn by the court of France. 
They look upon themfelves, I fear, 
with too much jultice, as an overmatch 
for any one nation in Europe; there- 
fore the only thing they have to fear, 
is that of raifing fuch a jealoufy of 
their power and ambition among their 
neighbours, as may producea confede- 
racy 
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racy againft them. This is the only 
nation in Europe from which, fingly 
and alone, they have any thing to 
fear, becaufe they can attack us no 
way but by fea, and upon that element 
we are as yet fuperior tothem ; tho’ ia 
the courfe of 2 long war, by good con- 
_ duét, and a few accidents in their fa- 
vour, they may become fuperior to us 
even at fea. However, as this would 
be tedious, dangerous, and expentive, 
they are ufing all their art to perfuade 
all their allies, that we are the aggref- 
fors, in order to get them to Join a- 
gainft us. How are we to prevent the 
fuccefs of the French in this attempt ? 
Not by doing what we ourfelves think 
we may juftly do, for vindicating of 
our poffeffions and our rights in Ame- 
rica; but by doing no more than what 
the allies of France think we may jultly 
do; and from hence every one mult be 
convinced, that if we had begun a war 
with France in the manner chalked out, 
by the Hon. gentleman, inthis debate, 
we fhould probably have had one half 
of Europe united with France againtt 
us; and no one will fuppofe, that in 
fuch a cafe, we could for one year have 
preferved our fuperiority at fea, confi- 
dering the great number of fhips of war 
we mutt always keep at home, for pro- 
tecting our trade and preventing an in- 
vafion. 

We find, Sir, that what we have as 
yet done, has not had the effect which 
the French expected and wifhed for: 
We find, that our feizing the French 
fhips, and our endeavouring to inter- 
cept the troops they fend to America, 
have not made any ally of Fraace look 
upon vs as the n-fire ; but I fear 
we are upon the verge of the precipice, 
and that one ftep further would make 
us drop into the gulph of perdition. 
Even the allies of France are now me- 
diating between us, and endeavouring 
to prevail with that court to agree to 
reafonable terms of accommodation. 
What would they think, fhould we, 
whillt they are thus employed, orcer 
fuch a bill as this to be brought in? I 
am perfuaded, that they would look 
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upon it not only us a hectoring me- 
nace againft France, but as an affront 
to themfelves. Nay, Iam afraid, they 
would begin to look upon us as real 
pirates, which the French have been 
reprefenting us to be at every court in 
Europe; for as yet they confider our 
feizing the fhips of France as done 
with no other views but fuch as we 
really had, which were, that we might 
have fomething in our hands to reftore, 
in cafe honourable terms of peace 
fhould be offered; and adly, that we 
might poflefs ourfelves of ioe thou- 
fands of French feamen, which in cafe 
of war might be employed againft us. 
But if we fhould order thofe fhips to 
be appropriated to the captors, molt 
foreign courts could begin to think, that 
we had feized thofe fhips without any o- 
ther view but that of gain, which is 
the proper chara¢ter of pirates. 

Thus, Sir, it is evident, that our a- 
greeing to this motion might be attend- 
ed with the moft dangerous confe- 
quence, with regard to our foreign af- 
fairs, and with regard to our domeftick, 
it is really what we cannot in juftice 
do, at leaft fo far as relates to 
the fhips already taken: The pro- 
perty of them is already velted in 
the crown; and every one knows, 
that we never pafs any bill by which 
the property of the crown may be 
affected, without having firft had the 
confent of our fovereign fignified to 
us by meffage. Nay, we never pafs 
a bill by which the ‘property of any 
private man may be affected, without 
making good to him the damage or 
lofs he may thereby fuffer. Our a- 
greeing to this motion would there- 
fore be a trefpafs upon prudence, as 
the fhips taken before a declaration of 
war, are often in the whole or in part 
applied to make good the damage pri- 
vate men had fuffered by what occa- 
fioned the war, or they are reftored 
upon a renewal of peace. Thus the 
fhips taken from the Spaniards in 739s 
betore the declaration of war, were 
partly applied, towards making good 
the damage which our merchants had 

fuf- 
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fuffered, by their depredations; and 
the fhips taken from them, in the 
year 1718, were reftored upon the 
renewal of peace, im 1721. Nay, 
fome French thips that had been feized 
by our fhips of war, on pretence of 
their being Spavi/h, before the decla- 
ration of war between Franch and us, 
in 1744, were reftored even “uring the 
continuance of the war, upon its hav- 
ing been mede appear that they were 
truly French fhips. Therefore, I muft 
think, that it would be inconfiftent 
with prudence to enact, that the pro- 
perty of all fhips, taken before the 
declaration of war, fhould become 
velted in the captors as foon as war 
fhould be declared, and the fhips con- 
demned. 

Having thus fhewn, Sir, that our 
apreeing to this motion can do little 
or no good, but may do a deal of 
harm, and that our palling fuch a bill 
as this would be inconfiltent with both 
juftice and prudence, I am for follow- 
ing the example fet us by a former 
minifter: He was againit pafling fach 
a bill as this in the year 1738, becaufe 
it was not then neceffary; but he was 
for it in 1739, becaufe it was then be- 
come neceflary: And he was probably 
for its going the length of the 3d read- 
ing, to prevent any oppofition being 
made to it when it fhould become ne- 
ceflary, But as this laft circum{tance 


‘cannot now ferve any purpofe, we 


have no occafion to take up onr time 
with preparing and reading any fuch 
bill, until it does become neceffary. 
So that my conduét at this time does 
hot properly differ from the conduct 
of that great minifter, whom I fhall 
always be proud to imitate, and fhall 
never be afhamed of having been one 
of his conftant friends. Whatever 
fome gentlemen may be pleafed to fay 
of the charadter of that minifter, I 
with they would not make quite fo free 
with the character of the parliaments 
in his time. To talk of a venal ma- 
jority at his beck, in parliament, may 
teach the people without doors to 
think at Jeaft, if not to talk, of a vee 
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nal majority in our prefent parliament, 
That minifter, it is true, had a very 
great influence for many years in par- 
liament, but it proceeded from the 
rectitude of his meafures, and his abi- 
lities in explaining them to the houfe, 
He was always for keeping his coun- 
trymen in peace, if poflible; and we 
cannot boait much of what we have 
got by war fince his refignation. From 
what had before happened to him we 
know, indeed, that there may be a 
venal majority in parliament; for he 
innocently fuffered by one; and I with 
we had never reafon to fuppofe that 
there may be a factious majority in 
parliament ; for they are equally dan- 
gerous to our conilitution, but the 
latter is by far the moft dangerous to 
the peace and fafety of the kingdom. 
[To be continued. ] 
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An Account of the Trial of the late 
Admiral Bync, continued from 


p- 7 3 
HEN our laft Magazine was 
ublifhed the fate of Mr Byxg 
was in tetas, and as every one was 


defirous to judge for himfelf what it 
ought to be, and this judgment could 


“be formed only from the trial, this 


trial neceflarily became the object of 
the moft general and interefted curio- 
fity; we therefore began an epitome 
of it, by inferting an abftract of the 
evidence given by cach witnefs, with 
his name. But as the admiral’s fate 
is now determined, and the hopes and 
fears both of his friends and enemies 
are paft, the curiofity to read his trial 
has abated; and that we may not be 
thought tedious by proceeding in the 
way we begun, which would have 
protracted our account of the trial to 
a great length, nor yet difappoint the 
curiofity that may ftill fubfift, we have 
changed our method, and reduced the 
evidence to a general fummary under 
three heads, 


1. That which relates to general fads. 
Q 2. That 
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2, That again{t the admiral. 
3. That for him. 

We fhall add the fubftance of his 
defence, and the refolutions of the 
court martial upon the whole. 

I. The general faéts eltablifhed by 
the evidence are as follow. 

The admiral was within three miles 
of St Philips, and had fent out fome 
frigates to land a letter for General 
Blakeney, when he difcovered the 
French fleet. 

As foon as the French fleet was dif- 
covered, he called in the frigates and 
cruizers, and made towards the ene- 
my. 
When our fleet. firft ftood for that 
of the French, the fhip which was 
fternmott in the engagement was firlt 
a-head; fo that the fhips which after- 
wards formed the rear then formed the 
van. 

This order continued till the fignal 
was made to tack. 

When the fignal to tack was made, 
we had ftretched beyond the enemy 
when the then van, but the rear was 
juft even with them, 

After we had tacked the admiral’s 
divifion, which then became the rear, 
was fomething a ftern of the French 
rear; but Mr /Ve/t’s divifion, which 
then became the van, was not a-ftern 
of the van. 

The two fleets were not parallel to 
each other in either divifion, there 
being only one mile diftance between 
the headmolt fhip of our van, and the 
headmclt fhip of the enemy’s; and 
three miles difiance between the {tern- 
moft {hip of cur rear, and the flernmott 
of the enemy’s. 

‘Phe dittance between the two divi- 
ficns of both fleets was about three 
miies; fo that the rear divifion of the 
frevoh was three miles aftern of their 
van, end our rear divifion about the 
fine diltance aftern of our van; tho’ 
the diffance of the French rear was ei- 
ther a little lefs than three miles, or 
the citance of our rear a littl more, 
as our rear wes fomewhat aftern of 
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While the two ficets were in this 
fituation, the fignal to engage was 
made, and the fignal for the line of 
battle a-head was continued, which 
determined the order to be preferved 
during the whole action. 

The Intrepid, the fternmoft fhip of 
the van divifion, was difabled in the 
beginning of the action. 

II, The evidence againft the admi- 
ral may be reduced to the following 
particulars. 

1. If the admiral had taken the men 
on board, that were ordered to be 
fhipped atGidra/tar, and landed them 
at St Philips, the place might have 
held out till the arrival of admiral 
Hawke. 

2. If he had landed the officers and 
recruits, to the number of about 100, 
which he had on board, it would have 
been a fignal fervice to the garrifon. 

3. The menmight have been landed 
at any time during the fiege with great 
eafe, and little hazard. 

4. No attempt was made to land 
thefe officers and recruits. 

5. If each fhip had made fail in pro- 
portion to her diftance from the fhip 
fhe was to engage, all would have en- 
gaged nearly at the fame time, and the 
engagement would have become gee 
neral during the time the French lay 
to. 

6. The wind and weather was fuch 
as admitted each fhip’s making fail in 
proportion to her diltance from the e- 
nemy; and if they had done fo, the 
line might have been kept as well as 
with the fail they made. 

7. When the fignal to engage was 
made, the van bore right down upon 
the Frezch van, and their whole fleet 
Was then lying to, ready to receive us. 

&. The rear did not bear right down 
on the enemy but flanting, and foon 
after the fignal to engage was made, 
the admiral fecing that the Loui/@ and 
Trident, the thips next a-head of him, 
did not make fail, attempted to back 
his main and mizentopfails, and hauled 
up the forefail to give time for them 
to get into their f{tation, 


9. The 
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. The fail made by the van carried 
them about three knots an hour, but 
they might have made fuch fail as 
would have carried them fix. 

10. The rear, though they were 
three times the diftance from the fhips 
they were to engage, yet made no 
more fail than the van, confequently 
muft have been three times as Jong in 
coming equally near to them. 

11. As the van went right down, 
and the rear flanting with the fame 
fail, the rear would not have been fo 
near the enemy as the van in equal 
time, fuppofing the diftance at firft to 
have been the fame. 

12. The admiral, while he was yet 
at a great difltince from the enemy, 
began to fire, and the men were obli- 
ged to lower the metal, and fire at an 
elevation; for not being in point 
blank diftance the fhot would, if fired 
horizontally, have drooped, and took 
= water before it reached the enemy’s 

ip. 

13. While he was thus firing to no 
effect, at more than half a mile diftance 
from the enemy, he ordered his fails to 
be laid aback, and made a fignal for 
the fhips aftern of him to fhorten fail. 

14. It was near twenty minutes af- 
ter this when the firlt made fail again 
with his divifion; and the French 
having filled and ftood on, foon-after 
his laying his fails aback, #. e. within 
about 40 minutes after the fignal to 
engage; he never afterwards engaged 
them at all. 

15. When the French center and 
rear were obferved to outfail us, no 
fignal, or example was given to crowd 
fail, and clofe with the van, without 
regard to order of battle, tho’ if this 
had been done, he might have pre- 
vented the damage that was fuftained 
from the fire of the French hips as 
they came up. 

16. He did not make the general 
fignal to chafe after the engagement. 

17. He did not return off Mahon, 
nor make any farther attempt to amilt 
the caftle of St Philip. _ ae 

IE. Fhe evidence tending to juftify 


MARCH 









1757 ly 


thefe fats, or controvert them in fa- 
vour of the admiral, may be reduced 
to the following articles, anfwering the 
articles of the charge. 

1. The admiral was not anfwerable 
for not taking the men on board from 
Gibraltar, but the commanding officer 
of the garrifon, who refufed to fend 
them on board. 

2. It would have been imprudent in 
the higheft degree, to have attempted 
to land thefe men after the French fleet 
was difcovered, and it was a right 
meafure immediately to call all the fri- 
gates and cruizers in. 

3, 4- It is granted that men might 
have been landed, but this does not 
affect Mr Byng, becaufe he had no op- 
portunity to attempt it; neither could 
thefe men have done more fervice in 
the garrifon than they did on board 
the fleet, which upon the whole was 
fhort of complement, and had many 
fick and unfkilful hands. 

5, 6. It is granted, that if each fhip 
had failed in proportion to her diftance 
from the fhip the was to engage, a ge- 
neral engagement would have been 
brought on while the French lav to; 
and that the wind and weather permit- 
ted fuch fail to be made. But as the 
enemy was lying to, the fail which the 
admiral did make was the moft proper 


-upon the whole; for the fail he made 


was a fignal, what fai} the other fhips 
fhould go down with, and a crowd of 
fail would have been attended with 
great difadvantages and hazard; be- 
fides there was the greateft reafon to 
{uppofe the French would continue to 
lie to, as they were then known to be 
at leaft equal tous; and if they had 
continued to lie to, the admjral would, 
by the courfe and fail he made, have 
brought their center and rear to action, | 
fo as effectualy to have fuccoured his 
van; nay he would have done fo if 
no impediment had happened while 
they did lie to. 

7, The van went right down be- - 
canfe they were not aftern of the ene- 


ny. 
8. Thereardid not bear right down, 
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becaufe they were altern of theenemy ; 

and if they had borne right down, 

they would have left the enemy a-head ¢ . 
belides in going right down the vellels 

are expofed to be raked by the enemy, 

and a rifk is run of being beaten before 

it is poflible to engage ; fo that the 

year went down properly both as to 

courfe and fail. And tho’ the admiral 

might have left the Lowi/a and Trident 

inftead of fhortening fail for them, yet 
in that cafe he muft have gone down 

without his force. 

9, 10,11. Thefe articles, granting 
the facts, are all anfwered in the an- 
fwers to article five and fix, but the 
difference between the time when the 
admiral began to engage, and the time 
when the van engaged was not 40 mi- 
nutes ; and when he was impeded by 
an accident, he would have been very 
near the enemy in a very fhort time 
without altering his courfe, or making 
ynore fail. 

12. The people on board the Ra- 
millies began to fire without orders, but 
not till a quarter of an hour after the 
enemy had {truck her with their fhot ; 
and the metal was lowered becaufe the 
fhip was born down a little on that 
fide, and therefore it was neceflary to 
lower the metal to bring the guns pa- 
rallel with the horizon. 

13. That the admiral when he was 
yet at too great a diitance properly to 
engage, laid his fails a-back 1s true, but 
this was made neceflary by an acci- 
dent, and the concurrence of many cir- 
cumiiances with it. The fignal forthe 
line of battle a-head was continued the 
whole dzy, becaufe it was thopzht molt 
advantageous to preferve that order 
during the action, as that was the order 
in which the enemy lay to, at leaft till 
fome rifling circumftances made a dif- 
ferent fignal neceflary. 

When the Intrepid, the fternmoft 
fhip of the van divifion was difabled, 
the Revenge, which was the headmott 
fhip of the rear divifion came clofe up 
to her, but could not pafs her, becaufe 
the fignal for the line of battle a-head 


—_— him to keep his {tation behind 
er, 
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For the fame reafons the fhips nex 
a-ltern of the Xevenge, which were the 
Louifa and Trident, were obliged to 
fhorten fail, as they muft otherwife 
have pafled the Revenge and Jutrepid, 
which would have broke the line, and 
carried them out of their ftation. 

Inthe meantime the people on board 
the admiral’s fhip, which was next a- 
{tern of the Trident had begun to fire, 
and the {moke preventing the admiral 
trom feeing what had happened to the 
Intrepid, he made no fignal for her to 
quittheline. Being prevented alfo by 
the {moke from feeing that the Trident 
had laid her fails aback, he continued 
his courfe till he brought her under his 
leebow. This fituatign of the Tri- 
dent made it neceflary for the admiral 
to fufpend his fire, otherwife he muft 
have fired into her; it alfo became ne= 
ceffary that he fhould lay his fails a- 
back, and make the fignal for thofe a- 

(tern of him to do the fame, or elfe he 
would have been foul of the Trident, 
and the fhips aftern would have been 
foul cf him. It is urged again{t him 
that he might have kept clear of the 
Tridest, by going to leeward of her 
without fhortening fail; but it is al- 
ledged in his defence, that he could noz 
do this immediately, becaufe he did not 
fee her, and thatall circumfltances con- 
fidered it was impoffible for him to get 
clear of the Trident without laying his 
fails aback. 

14. As foon as ever he was difen- 
gaged from the Trident, he made fail, 
and ordered the fhips aitern to do the 
fame; but was not afterwards able to 
engage the enemy as rhey outfailed 
him. 

15. The admiral when he faw the 
French going did make a fignal for 
more fail, and it was not in his power 
to join the van before the French had 
got the Jength of them. 

16. He had nat force fufficient to 
juftify making the general fignal to 
chafe, which he lamented to thofe a- 
bout him. 

17. Hedid not return to Mahon, 
becaufe he was not in a condition to 
come to a fecond engagement ; and if 
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the French had come back to us, we 
fhould probably have fuffered a total de- 

at. 
a The admiral in his defence ob- 
ferves, that he is allowed to have been 
guilty ofno delay in getting from St He- 
jen’s to Gibraltar, or from Gibraltar to 
Mahen ; and gives his reafons for that 

att of his conduct which has been 
thought worthy of blame. As he had 
on board no more than 100 Officers 
and recruits, he did not think that the 
landing them was a fufficient reafon for 
Jofing any time, or delaying to attack 
the enemy when in fight, efpecially as 
thefe very men were necellary to a 
fleet entering into action badly man- 
ned in general, with 371 men fick on 
board. 

He ftood beyond the rear of the e- 
nemy before he tacked, that every fhip 
might have an opportunity tu lead 
flanting down on that fhe was to en- 
gage, and not be liable to be raked. 

Juft before he tacked he hauled in 
the maiafail, and took in the topgal- 
lantfail, apprehending a crowd of fail 
inconvenient and improper to preferve 
the order proper to engage with, and 
unncceffary, as the enemy appeared to 
wait for him under topfails, with their 
maintopfails {quare. 

Aft.r the flcet had tacked he obferv- 
ed that the leading fhip did not fteer 
away with the enemy’s leading fhip, as 


is required by the 19th article of the _ 


figiting inftructions ; and therefore he 
fired a pun to jead to ftarboard, and af- 
terwards another gun, to put the lead- 
ing captain in mind of thefe in{truc- 
tions. 

The leading fhip did not yet fteer 
down fufficiently, and by that means 
was drawing the van abreaft of the e- 
nemy’s van, and altering the difpofi- 
tion the admir2l had made for attack- 
ing the enemy by fteering down ina 
flanting courfe, to avoid being raked ; 
he therefore thought it néceflary to 
make the fignal to engage, to bring on 
the action, and impower the fhips to 
fire refpectively as they got within a 
proper diftance. 
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_ Upon the fignal to engage, the Jead- 
ing fhip bore down more, as did the - 
van in general; the Jntrepid bore 
right down before the wind, fo that 
being expofed to be raked, the was dif- » 
abled almoft as foon as fhe could fire. 

He continued his courfe with the 
rear, which he thought moft proper to 
fall in with, and engage the enemy 
properly, who had head-way. 

Soon after the enemy began to fire 
their fhot pafled thro’ his rigging, but 
he referved his fire till he could get 
clofe to the enemy, and then declared 
his intention fo to do; but fome of 
his people being impatient at receiving 
the fire of the enemy without return- 
ing it, fired without orders ; but the 
admiral being tlien within half a mile 
of the enemy, with a fine breeze, and 
apprehending that a very little time 
would bring him down, permitted the 
firing to continue, as it muit prevent 
the cnemy from taking direct aim, and 
difabling him belore he could come to 
clofe aétion. 

Soon afier this firing began he was 
impeded by the Trident, which the 
{moke prevented him from feeing till 
he was juft foul of her, and there being 
a neceflity for the rear to brace to, left 
they fhould all be foul of each other, 
and no fignal for the rear ouly to brace 
to, he was obliged to make the general 
fignal to brace to, the rear to brace to 
firft, but this fignal was hauled down 
before it was poflible for the van to re- 
peat it. 

As foon as he difcovered the caufe 
of the {top, and knew what had hap- 
pened to the /atrepid, he made the 
fignal for the rear to make more fail 
and clofe the line, that the fhips aftera 
of the /xtrepid might pafs her. 

During the delay occafioned by this 
accident, the French made fail, and 
outfailed us. 

As a confiderable part of the fleet 
was unable to purfue, he judged it im- 
preper to purfue with the re{t, as the 
enemy, who at firft were fuperior, were 
all fic for action.* In 


* Here it may be remarked, that the admi- 
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In thefe circumftances, and in con- 
fequence of the unanimous opinion of 
the council of war, he returned with 
the fleet to Gibraltar. 

WueTuer the charge againit the 
admiral is or is not obviated by thefe 
reafons, or by any faéts that were pro- 
ved on his behalf, we are not to deter- 
mine. The opinion of the gentlemen 
by whom he was tried, who mult be 
more particularly acquainted with the 
facts, and the circumf{tances in which 
they happened, and confequently bet- 
ter able to judge of them, will appear 
by the following articles {elected from 
their refolutions : 

The Court were of opinion, 

That the admiral having on board 
many officers, who muft have been 
much wanted in the caftleof StPA:/‘p’s, 
he ought to have fent them ahead in 
one of the frigates, to be landed if 
poffible, tho’ he did fee the French 
fleet. 

That when the Briti/> fleet on the 
{tarboard tack were {tretched abreaft of 
the enemy’s line, the admiral fhould 
have tacked it altogether, and conduct- 
ed it on in a direét courfe for the ene- 
my, the van for the van, and the rear 
for the rear, under fuch fail as might 
have enabled the worlt failing fhip un- 
der all her plain fails, to preferve her 
{tation. 

That upon the fignal to engage, our 
van divifion bore down properly for 
the fhips oppofed to them, and enga- 
ged till the five headmolt of the ene- 
my went away out of gun-fhot, 

That after the fignal to engage, the 
admiral feparated the rear from the 
van, and retarded the rear from clofing 
with the enemy by fhortening fail, 


ral when the French rear firft made fail and run, 
éid not, nor could Know, that any part of our 
fleet, except the Intre*id, could not purtue, be- 
ing at tdo great a ciftance from the van tojudze 
of the damage it had received 3 and by the rear 
of theFrencb making fail, he had more reafcn to 
think, thet tneir van was difabled or beaten, 
then that ours was unfic for the purfuit ; the 
eonclufion therefore trom thefe premifes is ob- 
vious. 
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that the Trident and Louifa might a- 
gain get ahead of him. 

That inftead of this he fhould have 
made the Trident and Loui/a’s fignal to 
make more fail, and ought to have fet 
fo much fail himfelf as would have en- 
abled the floweft fhip to have kept her 
{tation with all her plain fail, in order 
to have got down to the enemy as faft 
as poflible, and properly fupported the 
van. 

That the admiral a&ed wrong in 
fuffering the fire on board his fhip to 
continue before fhe was pot to a pro- 
per diftance to engage, becaufe he not 
only threw away his fhot, but occafi- 
oned a {moke which prevented his fee- 
ing the motions of the enemy, and the 
pofition of the fhips immediately ahead 
of his own. 

That after the damaged fhips had 
been repaired as much as poffible, he 
ought to have returned off St PAilip’s, 
and have endeavoured to open a com- 
munication with the caftle, and ufed all 
the means in his power to relieve it, 

That he did not do his utmoft to 
relieve it. 

That during the engagement he did 
not do his utmoft to take, feize, and 
deltroy the thips of the French king, 
and aflilt fuch of his fhips as were en- 
gaged. 

For the fentence that followed thefe 
refolutions and the recommendation 
to mercy that accompanied it. 

Notwithftanding the recommendati- 
on of the court martial to his majefty’s 
mercy, an order was fent down for the 
execution of the fentence that had paf- 
fed upon the admiral, on /Monday the 
aith of February; but application hav- 
ing been made by a member of the 
court martial in behalf of himfelf and 
feveral other members, praying earneft= 
ly to be releafed, by act of parliament, 
from the oath by which they are bound 
not toreveal the vote or opinion of any 
particular number, alledging, that they 
had fomething to difclofe relative to 
the {aid fentence, which greatly affected 
their confciences, and which it was ne- 
cellary to difclofe, in order to do jus 
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fice to Admiral Byng, the execu- 
fon of the faid admiral was refpited 
sfortnight, in confequence of an order 
from his majelty, who was pleafed at 
thefame time to declare, that the fen- 
tence fhould yet be carried into execu- 
tion ifit did not appear to be unjuft. 
Inthe mean time, a bill paffed the houfe 
of commons to releafe the court marti- 
ai from their oath, but being carried 
into the houfe of lords, and there re- 
jeted, the admiral was fhot to death, 
in purfuance to his fentenc, on board 
the Monargue at Port/mouth, on Mon- 
day the 14th of March. 





SOOO 


APoLiITICAL ANECDOTE. 


Ome time in December laft, letters 

of intelligence were difpatched to 
the admiral [Kz—s] who then com- 
manded our fleet in the Bay, of the de- 
ftination of two fquadrons of the e- 
nemy; one confifted of fix fhips of 
war for the coaft of Guinea, and the 
other of five or fix fhips to convoy 
their outward bound trade, together 
with an account of fome French Eaft 
Indiamen homeward bound. In the 
fame month the Admiral received this 
information, and immediately difpatch- 
¢dthe Dover to acquaint commodore 
Howe with all thefe circumftances, be- 
ing obliged himfelf to make. the beft of 
his way to Plymouth to {top a leak. 
From thence he wrote to the higher 
powers toinform them of the above 
neceflity of his return, and alfo of the 
diminution of his fquadron, propofing 
at the fame time to get ready all the 
fhips in that port for the important fer- 
vice recommended to him. This let- 
ter was foon followed by another, 
Mentioning the leak’s being ftopped, 
and that five fail of fhips were ready to 
put to fea as foon as orders were gi- 
ven for that purpofe. Why, inftead 
of being fent on this momentous ex- 
pedition, thefe feveral {hips were di- 
rected to proceed to Spithead, and the 
Admiral who had been fo active and vi- 
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gilant in forwarding the preparations to 
return to fea, was difcharged from that 
fervice, with leave to return to town; 
and why this important cruize, where 
there might have beeu an opportunity 
of {triking fome confiderable blow, was 
poftponed, is not eafyto difcern, un- 
lefs with a contracted view of ferving 
arelation: too mean a fuppofition, 
when the intereft of a whole commu- 
nity was concerned. However, it was 
well known, that the court martial 
would detain Mr /7—+ for fome time, 
and furely in that fituation an able and 
{pirited admiral fhould not have beer 
fuperfeded, more particularly as he 
could have put to fea immediately, as 
the fervice required.— | Whatever 
was the caufe of this extraordinary de- 
lay, an enterprize, which required in- 
{tant execution, was made to ftand {till 
till the month of February, and even 
then the admiral that was deftined for 
it, waited, tho’ the wind was fair, for 
an anfwer to a molt extraordinary let- 
ter, and then failed upon compulfion. 
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Obfervations on the Importance of Gib- 
raltar and Minorca. 


Hefe two important places were 

ceded to us by the treaty of U- 
trecht; but fufficient care has not 
been.taken to make them as fecure and 
ufeful 23 they might have been; nor 
to make the expence to the crown as 
little, and the places as comfortable to 
the inhabitants as poffible. 

Of the two, Mizxorca is much the 
mo(t valuable; not only as it can be 
kept with greater eafe, and has one 
of the fineft harbours in the world, but, 
becaufe it gives lefs umbrage to Spain, 
with whom it is our intereft to live up- 
on good terms. Gibraltar is fituated 


upon the continent of Spain, in a fine 
climate, and healthy country, and 
where there is molt excellent water. 
But, when our minifters obtained this 
place, they fhould have infifted upon a 


fmalJ territory adjacent to it, not only 
to 
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to fupply the garrifon with frefh pro- 
vifions, but to make the harbour more 
fecure for fhipping ; for want of this 
it is like a great man of war at anchor, 
and the g:rrifon are wholly confined 
to the town. It is indeed a fafe re- 
treat againit the Moors, but not a- 
painft the Spaniards, whole batteries 
can annoy almoft the whole harbour. 
To fay the truth, our miniftry never 
aéted, as if they intended to keep it; 
but as if they only waited for a proper 
opportunity to deliver it up. I have 
been informed, that his late majeity 
wrote a Jetter to the king of Spaz with 
his own hand, in which he promifed 
to reitore it; but, upon finding how 
difagreeable it would be to his people, 
excufed himfelf from performing it. 
Our poffeffion of it mult undoubtedly 
be a preat eye-fore to Spain, For fup- 
pofing the Spaniards were matters of 
Plymouth, would the Briti/h nation e- 
ver be eafy, ’till they had recovered it 
out of their hands? If therefore, fome 
place, equally advantageous to us and 
lefs invidious to them, could be given 
for it, it would be our intereft to make 
the exchange. J have heard Ceuta or 
Gran mentioned, buc they would en- 
gage us in a continual war with the 
Moors, wha are too {trong to be total- 
Vy fubdued, and too poor to reimburfe 
us the expences of a war, and confe- 
quently, neither of thefe places would 
be eligible, An ifland would be belt, 
as mott eafily def-nded; and if there 
be a good harbour in the Cuary Lands, 
one of them would be as ufcful to 
the trade of the Eaf? snd We? In- 
dies, as Minorca, is to that of the 
Streights. 

Bur till fuch an exchange can be 
made, it is to be wifhed, that the place 
was made as apreeable to the inhabi- 
tants, and as little expenfive to the na- 
tion as potfible. The governors have 
frequently ated in a more arbitrary 
‘and tyrannical manner, than would 
have been permitted in Turkey: their 
power, being retrained by no civil ju- 
rifvidtion, is unlimired, except with 
reoar.§ to life and deat! , ard thev have 
Citen cOMMAiied actions With Lmpunity, 
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for which a Turki/> bafhaw would have 
Joft his head. A Jew was kidnapped 
by one governor, and fent to Barbary, 
with this mefflage from his Briti/h 
excellency, to the Moori/h bafhaw, 
that He had fent him a fat goofe ta 
pluck. The poor Jew was releafed by 
Capt. Smith, who now commands his 
majefty’s fhips on the coaft of Scof- 
fand*, and protected by him from the 
malice and avarice of the governor, 
with a fpirit that became a Briti/h of- 
ficer, and the well known character of 
that worthy man. But the poor Jew 
never obtained any iatisfaction, tho’ 
he complained to the privy council of 
his wrongs, which were too notorious 
to be denied. The prefent governor, 
general H——ve, has even exceeded 
the kidnapper, and is, perhaps, as great 
@ tyrant as lives, 

Upon complaint of fome flagitious a- 
bufes of power, a civil magiltrate with 
the title of chief juftice of Gibraltar 
was appointed ; but he never went thi- 
ther. sVhen I was there, the gover- 
nor’s will was the fole law by which 
he governed. And how bad a law 
that was, I could bring many inftances 
to prove, but the following will suf- 
fice. All communication with Gid- 
raltar is prohibited by the Spaniards 
on pain of death; however, a fe- 
cret trade is carried on, and the gars 
rifon might eafily be fupplied with 
irults, greens, and frefh provifions from 
thence, as well as from Bardary and 
Portugal, at a very moderate rate; but 
the governor will permit but one butcher 
in the garrifon, who, for Ais licence and 
monopoly, furnifhes the governor’s tae 
bie. Hence, the importation of all 
live cattle, nay, even of a quarter of 
mutton is prohibited to the officers 
themfelves, without leave firft obtained 
fiom bis excellency, which, with re- 
gard to live cattle, is fcarce ever prant- 
cd to any but the butcher: and even 
a quarter of Exe/i/h mutton, tho’ de- 
fioned 23 aprefent to an officer, to 
Whom it is more acceptable than a 

haunch 


* In the year 1748, Now the much e- 
ft.cmed Adm, Smitb, 
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naunch of the fineft venifon would be 
in England, has been irequently ftop- 
ped, unle/s a soint was given to the go- 
yernor. Nay, if by great favour he 
had given Icave to any of the officers 
of the garrifon to keep a cow, 2 goat, 
or a fow, he would then forbid them 
to kill any thing without firft obtain- 
ing his permifhion for it ; and threaten- 
edito break an officer, and the chaplain 
of the garrifon for difobedience, be- 
caufe each of them had killed a fucking 
pig, without his knowledge and con- 
fent. So that thro’ the avarice or 
negleét of the butcher, mutton has been 
frequently fo fcarce, that, what our 
fervants would not eat in England, 
fold for @ piftole a quarter ; and once 
for a moidgre.—The officers and {oldi- 
ers, and indeed, all refiding in that place 
in the government’s fervice, have a 
certain allowance of falt provifions, 
bread, flour, cheefe, and butter. Fith 
is plenty and cheap enough, and wine 
not very dear. Indeed, the governor, 
lays .a {mall duty upon all imported 
wine, and a farther tax upon zl taverns 
or futtling houfes, by which a confide- 
rable revenue is brought into his pock- 
et; but tho’ this be faid to be done 
to prevent drunkennefs ; yet it is real- 
ly the caufe of it, by inducing the go- 
vernor not to punifh the guilty, left he 
fhould diminifh_the confumption of 
the taxed commodity, and confequent- 
ly leffen his own revenue. 
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The Cafe of a diftrefzd Family; ina 
Letter to the Author. 


STIR, 


RAY, fpare me a page of your 

MaGAZINE, to ftate fome facts 

which it is fit the public fhould be ac- 

quainted with, and which may awaken 

in the minds of the humane and bene- 

ficent, fentiments that may be grateful 

‘to the great God whom we adore, and 
worthy of the religion we profefs, 

A poor woman fome days ago went 

to a baker’s in the neighbourhood to 


r 


1757: 125 


buy a Joaf for her children, but the 
price of bread being unexpeciedly raif- 
ed, the found her little {tock infuffici- 
ent for the purpofe, and after making 
words with the baker, for an abatement, 
fhe was obliged to go away without the 
bread. On confidering however the 
deplorable {tate of her children, who 
were crying for want, fhe returned to 
the baker’s window, took a loaf and 
carried it off in her apron. This the 
man perceiving, followed her home 
and charged her with the theft. The 
poor woman cried, and on her knees 
confetled the fact, but faid the did in- 
tend to pay him as foon as fhe could 
raife the money, and that fhe fhould 
not have taken the loaf in that man- 
ner, but her children had had no bread 
for feveral days. It is falfe (fays he 
with fome emotion, and feeing, a pot 
boiling over the fire) you can, I fee, 
find money for meat though not for 
bread. She aflured him it was not 
butcher’s meat, but fomething fhe had 
got of a neighbour to feed her children 
with, and endeavoured to prevent his 
looking into the pot: He, however 
was determined to be fatisfied, and up- 
on examination found it was a dog 
{kinned and boiling, for their dinner ? 
and on enquiry found that this was 
the third dog they had thus drefled 
for their fubfiftance. The generous 
baker, {truck wtih the calamitous and 
wretched fituation of the poor woman 
and her family, not only gave her the 
loaf, but made a gathering for her a- 
mong his neighbours, and moncy e- 
nough has been collected to lift them 
out of their diftrefs. 

Thefe poor creatures, whofe modef- 
ty will not permit them to beg, and 
who, are filently finking under the 
weipht of their woes, ought to be 
fought after and relieved: And this the 
clergy would do well to recommend 
to their rich neighbours, and to en- 
courage and aflift them in the under- 
taking. | 

Let it be confidered, I befeech you, 
that the wretched have a right to the 
protection of the rich, whofe hands 
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providence hath filled with plenty, 
that they may diftribute to thofe who 
are in diftrefs. The poor havea right 
to our regard by the law of nature; by 
the law of God and man, as well as by 
the covenants and compacts of fociety ; 
and he who locks up his iron heart 
snd iron cheft, and witholds relief 
from any perfon languifhing and dying 
for want, is acceffary to that perfon’s 
murder, This claims fome coniidera- 
tion from people of fortune, and this 
duty and many others, which people 
of affluence too little attend to, gave 
foundation perhaps to that expreflion 
of our Saviour’s, ‘ That it was eafier 
“ for acamel to go through the eye of 
“a needle, than for a rich man to en- 
“ ter into the kingdom of heaven”, 
Canterbury, March 5, 1757- 


ee ee ee a LL ae ts 
< ore ode ey ee, ee Fe 18 tg Magy hg gt? "Kg 


ORR 


A LETTER from one Sifler to another. 


Dear Sifter, 
R Efore this can poflibly reach you, 

> thé unchanging far will pafs, and 
Jihall be either happy, or miferable 
for ever. None about me pretend to 
flatter me with the hopes of feeing a- 
nother morning—Short {pace to ac- 
complith the mighty work of eternal 
fa}vation ! Yet cannot I leave the world 
without admonifhing, without conju- 
ring you to be more early in preparing 
for that dreadful hour, you are fure 
not to efcape, and know not how 
fliortly it may arrive. 

We have had the fame education, 
have lived in the fame manner, and 
tho’ accounted very much alike, have 
refembled each other more in our fo!- 
Jies than our faces. Oh, what a waile 
of time have we not been guilty of! 
To drets well has been our only fiudy ; 
parade, equipage, and admiration, our 
ambition ; pleafure our avocation, and 
the mode our God. 

Hlow often, alas! have I profaned 
in idle chat that facred name, by whofe 
merits alone 1 have hopes to be forgi- 
ven! iow often, alas! have I fat and 
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heard his miracles and fufferings ridi- 
culed, by the falfe wits of the age, 
without feeling uneafy motions at the 
blafphemy ! Nay, how often have I 
myfelf, becaufe I heard others do fo, 
called in queftion that futurity I now 
go to prove, and am already convinced 
of, 

One moment methinks I fee the 
blifsful feats of paradife unveiled; I 
hearten thoufand myriads of celeftial 
exiftences tuning their golden harps 
to fongs of praife to the unutterable 
name. The next a {ceneall] black and 
gloomy {preads itfelf before me, whence 
iffue nought but fobs and groans, and 
horrid fhrieks; my fluctuating imagi- 
nation varies the profpect, and involves 
me in a fad uncertainty of my eternal 
doom; on one hand beckoning angels 
{mile on me, while on the other the 
furies ftand prepared to feize my fleet- 
ing foul, 

I dare not hope, nor will the reve- 
rend doctor fuffer me abfolutely to des 
{pair. He comforts me with promifes 
in holy writ, which, to my thame, I 
was unacquainted with before, but 
now I feel them as balm to my torment- 
ed confcience. 

I mult bid you adieu eternally. I 
have difcharged my duty in giving you 
this warning. Oh! may my death, 
which you will fhortly hear of, give it 
that weight I with and pray for: You 
are the laft object of my earthly cares : 
I have now done with all below, fhall 
retire into myfelf, and devote the few 
moments allowed me to that penitence 
which alone can commend me toa 
gloricus immortality. J die 

_ bour fincere friend, and 
affectionate filer, 
A. B. 


Se hab ake ak teak ag et apt 


An ESSAY on the JEWS, 
de VOLTAIRE, 


By M. 


OU defire me to give you a faith- 
ful reprefentation of the genius 
and hiftory of the Jews: Without en- 
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tering into the ineffable ny 28 of pro- 
yidence you endeavour to find, in the 
manners of that people, the fource of 
thofe events which providence hath 
brought to pafs. 

It is certain the Jews are the moft 
fingular nation that ever exilled. 
And tho’ it be the moft contemptible 
in the eyes of a {tatefman, it is in ma- 
ny refpects the juft object of a philofo- 

her’s attention. 

The Guebri, the Banians, and the 
Jews are the only nations who have 
not been extinguifhed by difperfion, 
and who have perpetuated themfelves 
in the mid{ft of foreign nations, with- 
out contracting any alliance with them, 
and always remaining a diftin& people 
from the reft of the world. 

The Banians, who are defcended 
from thofe ancient nations from whom 
Pythagoras drew his philofophy, are to 
be met with only in dadia and Per/fia: 
But the Jews are difperfed all over the 
face of the earth; and were they all 
to affemble, would be found much more 
numerous than they ever were during 
their fhort poffeflion of the fovereignty 
of Paleftine. Almoft all who have 
wrote the hiftory of their origin, have 
endeavoured to heighten it by prodi- 
gies. Every thing relating to them is 
miraculous. Their oracles predicted 
to them nothing but conqueft: And 
thofe who actually became conquerors 
eafily believed thofe ancient oracles 
that were jultified by the event. What 
diftinguifhes the Jews from other na- 
tions is, that, in their oracles alone, 
is truth to be found: Of this we are 
not permited to doubt. Thefe ora- 
cles, which they underftand only in 
the literal fenfe, foretold an hundred 
times that thev fhould be matters of 
the world: Neverthelefs they have 
never polfeffed but a {mall corner of 
land, and that only for a few years: 
At prefent they have not the property 
of afingie village. They ougtit there- 


fore to believe, and in fac they do be- 
lieve, that their predidtions are {till to 
be one day fulfilled, and that they fhall 
have the empire of the world. 
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They are confidered as the laft of 
all people, both among Muffulmen and 
Chriftians, and yet they think them- 
felves the firft. This pride in the 
mid{t of their abafement is juttitied by 
an unanfwerable reafon, namely, thar 
they are the fathers both of the Chri- 
ftians and Muffulmen. ‘fhe Chriftian 
and Mahometan religions acknowledge 
the Jewifh religion for their mother; 
and by a very odd contradifion, fhe 
is the object both of their refpect and 
abhorrence. 

I fhall pafs over that continued fe- 
ries of prodigies which altonithes the 
Imagination and exercifes faith. I 
fhall only mention events purely hifto- 
rical, {tript of the celeftial concurrence 
and of thofe miracles which the Al- 
mighty fo long vouchfafed to operate 
in favour of this people. 

We find in Egypt a family, at firft 
confifting only of feventy perfons, pro- 
ducing, at the end of 215 years, a na- 
tion that counted 600,000 fighting 
men; which with the old men, wo- 
men and children, make upwards of 
two millions of fouls, There is no 
other example of fuch prodigious in- 
creafe. This multitude, leaving, /- 
gypt {ojourned forty years in the de- 
farts of Arabia Petrea, in which mif- 
erable country their number greatly 
diminifhed. 

What remained of them advanced a 
Tittle to the north of thofedefarts. It 
fhould feem that they had the fame 
principles with the modern inhabitants 
of 4rabia Petrea, and Arabia Defer- 
ta, maffacring, without pity, the inha- 
bitants of the villages, which they 
could overpower, te only the 
young women. Increafe of their 
numbers hath ever been the principal 
object of both thofe nations. We 
find that when the 4rass conquered 
Spain, the tax they impofed was to be 
paid in marriageable young women: 
And, at this day, the Arabs never 
make a treaty without flipulating for 
fome young women and prefents. 

The Jews came into a fandy coun~ 


try, interfperfed with hills, where there 
were 
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were fome villages inhabited by a {mall 
nation called .Widianites. Theytook, 
in on camp of the Midianites, 
675,000 fheep, 72,000 oxen, 61,000 
alles, and 32,000 maids that had not 
known man. All the men, women, 
and male children were put to the 
{word; the young women and the 
booty were divided among the peopis 
and the prielts. 

They afterwards made themfelves 
matters of Zerico in the fame country ; 
but having devoted all its inhabitants 
to celtruction, they did not fpare even 
the maids, faving alive only a courte- 
gan named Aahab who affilted them 
in furpriting the city. 

It hath been a queflion among the 
learned, whether the Jews, like fo ma- 
ny other nations, offered human sactri- 
fices? This is a difpute about words : 
Thote whem they devoted to death 
were not (lain Upon an altar with reli- 
gious rites, but they were neverthelefs 
immolated, and not one fpared. The 
29th verie of the xxviith chapter of 
Leviticus, exprefly forbids the redeem- 
ing of any perlons devoted: It fays, 
they fhall fureiy be put to death. \t 
was by virtue of this law that Jep/tha 
devoted to death, and cut the throat 
of his daughter; that Sau/ wanted to 
kill bis ton, and that the prophet S2- 
ruued cut in piecs kmg 4229, Saul’s 


prifoner, [tis very certain, that God 
is inatter of the lives of ali men; and 
that it doth not belong to us to exa- 


mine bis laws ; We ought to confine 
ourfelves to the behef of thefe facts, 
and re:pect in filence the deligns of 
God who hath permitted them, 

It is alfo afked, What right {trangers 
as the Jews were, had to the land of 
Canaan? To which it is anfwered, 
that they had the right which God 
gave them. 

No fooner had they taken Jericho 
and 47, than a ciyil war broke out a- 
mong them, in which the tribe of 
Benjamin was almoft exterminated, 
man, woman, and child; there remain- 
ed only 600 males: But the people be- 
ing unwilling that one of the tribes 
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fhould be extinguifhed, deflroyed with 
fire and fword, a city of the tribe of 
Manaffeh, and flew all the inhabitants, 
old men and children, married women, 
and widows, {paring only 600 virgins, 
whom they gave to the 600 furviving 
Benjamites, to recruit their tribe, that 
the number of the 12 tribes might be 
kept up. 

However the Phenicians, a power- 
ful people, fettled, from time immemo- 
rial, on the coafts, alarmed at the de- 
predations and crueities of thofe new- 
comers, often chaitifed them. The 
neighbouring princes alfo leagued a- 
gain{t them, and they were feven times 
reduced toflavery in the {pace of about 
200 years 

At lait they fet up a king, whom they 
chofe by jot: This king could not be 
very powerful, for the firft battle that 
the Jews fought under him, againft the 
Philiftines, their matters, they had not, 
in their whole army, but one fword 
and lance, and not one inftrument of 
iron. However David, their f{econd 
king, made war with advantage. He 
took the city of Sa/em, fo famous fince 
under the name of Ferufalem; and 
then the Jews began to make fome fi- 
gare in the neighbourhood of Syria. 

Their government and their religion 
affumed a more venerable form: Hi- 
therto they had not been able to build 
temples, like the neighbouring nations. 
Solsmon built a very magnificent one, 
and ruled over this people 40 years. 

Sclomon’s reign was the belt days of 
the Jews; all the kings of the earth 
together could not fhew a treafure e- 
qual to that of this prince. 

King David, whofe predeceffor had 
not even iron, left, in ready money, 
to his fon Solomon 25,648,000,000 
livres of the prefent mone¥ : His fleets, 
which went to Ophir, broupht back 
yearly 70 millions in pure gold, befides 
filver and precious ftones. He had 
40,000 hofemen, 700 wives, and 300 
concubines. Neverthelefs he had no 
woud or workmen to build his palace 
and his temple. He borrowed them 


ftom Hiram king of Tyre, who furnith- 
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ere. 


ed even the gold, and Sefsmon geve 
him jntetarn 20 towns. Comimenta- 
tors have acknowiedged that theie ficis 
want explanation, and faipect that ihe 
copyilis, who alone could err, have 
made fome miftake in a figare. 

After the death of Sclozzcn, the 12 
trites that compoted the nation divi- 
ded. The kingdom was rent into wv 
{mall provinces, one whereof was cail- 


Ye 


ed Judah and the other f/rae/, Nine. 


tribes and an half comppled the //r2c/- 
ite province, and only two and aa half 

ade that of Fudah. Between thete 
two little nations a hatred arofe, which 
was the more implacable. as they were 


‘kindred and neighbours, and of diffe- 


rent religions: For at Sichem and Sa- 
maria, Baa',(iromthe Sidonian name) 
was worfhipped, and Adonai at Feru/a- 
Jem. At Sichern they confecrated two 
calves; and at Feru/alem they confe- 
crated two cherubims, creatures with 
wings and a double head, which 
were placed in the fanétuary. Thus 
each faction having its king, its god, 
its rites, and its prophets, they waged 
a cruel war together. 

Whillt this war was carrying on, 
the king of A/yria, who had conquer- 
ed the greateit part of 4/ia, fell upon 
the Jews, as the eagle darts upon, and 
carries off, two fighting lizards. The 
nine tribes and a half of Samaria and 
Sichem were {wept away, and irrecove- 
rably difperfed , and the places whither 
they were carried into captivity, were 
never exadly known. 

The diftance between Samaria and 
Jerufalem is only 20 leagues, and their 
territories join. When, therefore, one 
of'thofe towns was reduced by a power- 
ful conqueror, the other could not 
hold out long. Accordingly Feru/a- 
lem was often facked; it was made 
tributary by theking Hazael ot Razin; 
it was fubjugated by Zeglatphaelafer, 
thrice taken by Vabucodonofor, and at 
laft deltroyed. Sedecias, who had been 
eltablifhed king or governor by this 
conqueror,.was carried away, he and 
ail his people, into captivity in Baby- 
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Jews in Paleiiine oaly fome families 
oi peatant Laves to till the ground. 

aS to the ; 
ana Sichen, 


. : if Pe 





Aha 4 ouniry ot Samaria 
dcing more fertile than 

! lei, 1% Was repeopled by foreign 
co.onies lent thither by the 4firiana 
‘nas, who took the name of Samari- 

ihe two tribes and an half remain- 
ing dlaves at Badv/on and in the neigh- 
Hbouring towns, for 70 years, had time 
to learn the cuitoms of their matters. 
They allo enriched their langnage by a 
mixture of Cég//aic; and trom. this 
time knew no other alphabet or chatac- 
ter but the Chaldarc: Tiev even chan- 
ged the Hebrew dialed for the Chalda- 
éc tongue. This is an unquettionable 
fact. = Fo/*phus the hiltorian fays, he 
wrote at firit in CAz/Zaic, which was 
the language of his country. The 
Jews {eem to have acquired very little 
of the learning of Alzei: They turn 
ed brokers, money changers, and deal- 
ers in fecond hand goods and cloaths ; 
by which they made themfelves necef- 
fary, as they {till continue to be, and 
got money. 

Their gains enabled them to procure 
from Gyrus a permiilion to rebuild Je- 
rufaiem; but when they were to {et 
out for Paleffine, thofe who had made 
fortunes at Baty/on were loth to quit 
fuch a fine country for the mountains 
ef Uclojsria, the fertile borders of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris, for the 
brook Cedron: And they were the low- 
elt of the people who came back with 
Zcrobabel, The Fews at Babylon on- 
ly contributed money to rebuild the 
city and temple; and the fum collea- 
ed was not great: Efdres fays he 
could make up but feventy thoufand 
crowns to rear that temple which was 
to be the temple of the univerte. 

The Fews continued fubjcét to the 
Perfians,and afterwards to lexander ; 
and when that great man, the molt ex- 
cufable of all conquerors, began, in 
the firft years of his victories, to build 
Alexandria in order to make it the 
center of the trade of the world, the 


fox: So that there remained of the Fews crowded thither to follow their 
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employment of brokers ; and their 
rabbics acquired at laft a {mattering of 
Grecian literature. The Greek tongue 
became abfolutely neceffary to the tra- 
ding Jews. 

[To be continued in cur next. | 
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ELEGY cn*¥ the MavsoreumM OfAUGUST US. 
Jo the Re Hon. George Buily Viliiers, V2/- 
count Villiers. Woiitenat Rome, 1756. By 
William Whitehead, £/7; 

MID thefe mouid’ring walls, this marble 
round, 
Where flept the heroes of the Fu/ian name, 

Say, fhall we linger ftill in thoughts profound, 
And meditate the mournful paths to fame ? 


What tho’ no cvpreis fhaces, in fun’ral rows, 
No fculptur’d urns, the laft records of fate, 
O’es the thruuk terrace wave their baleful 

beughs, 
Or breathe in ftoried embiems of the great, 
Yet not with heedlefs eye will we furvey 
The fcene tho’ chang’d, nor negligently 
tread ; 
Thefe variegated walks, however gy, 
Were once the fiient manfions of the dead. 


In every fhrub, in every flow’ret’s b!oom 
That paints with diffrent hues yon {miling 
plain, 
Some hero's afhes iffue from the tomb, 
And live a vegetative life again. 


For matter dies not, as the fages fay, 
But fhifts to other forms the pliant mafs, 
When the free {ptrit quits its cumb’rous cloy, 
And fees, beneath, the rolling planets pafs, 


Perhaps, my /liiers, for I fing to thee, 
Pethass, unknowing of the bloom it gives, 
In yon fair feyon of Apollo’s tree 
The facred duft of young Marce!/us lives, 
tuck not the leaf—'twere ficiilege to wound 
Th’ ideal memory of fo iweet a thade ; 
In thefe fad feats an early grave he found, 
Andt the firft rites to gloomy Drs convey'd. 
Witnefs ¢ thou field of Gfars, that oft hadi 
krown 
His you hfu! triumphs in the mimic war, 
Trou heard’ ft the heart-felt univerfs} groan 
When o’er thy bofom roli’d the tun’ral car. 
Witneis § thou Tu/can ftreem, where ofi he 
glow’d 
* Itis now a garden belonging to Marchefe di 
Corre. 
+ Hers faid to be the firft perfon buried in this 
mMicrumMEen?, 
¢ Quéntos ille virdm magnam Mavortis ad ur 
bem 
Campus aget gemitus ! 
§ ——— Ve que, Tybertne, vigebis 
Fuuera, cum tumulum pieterlabere recentem, 
Vixe, 
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In {portive ftrugglings with th? oppofing 
wave, 
Faft by the recent tomb thy waters flow’d 
While wept the wife, the virtuous, and the 
brave. 


O loft too foon!——yet why lament a fate 
By thoufanss envied, and by heav’n ap- 
prov’d ? 
Rare is the boon to thofe of longer date 
To live, to die, admir’d, efteem'd, belov’d, 
Weak are our judgments, and our paflions 
warm, 
And flowly dawns the radiant morn of truth, 
Our expectations haftily we form, 
And much we parden to ingenuous youth, 


Too oft we fatiate on th’ applaufe we pay 
To rifing merit, and refume the crown 3 
Full many a blooming genius, fnatch’d away, 
Has fali’n lamented who hag Jiv’d unknown: 


For hard the tafk, O Villiers, to fuftain 
Ta’ important burthen of an early fame 5 
Each added day fome added worth to gain, 
Prevent each with, and aniwer every claim. 


Be thou Marcellus, with a length of days! 
But O remember, wha'fce’er thou art, 
The moft exalted breath of human praife 
To pleafe indeed muit echo from the heart. 


Tho’ thou be brave, be virtuous, and be wife, 
By all, like him, admir’d, efteem’d, belov’d, 

’Tis from within alone true fame can rife, 
The only happy is the felf-approv’d, 


ELEGY ¢o the Re Hon. George Simon Hare 
court, /ifcount Newnham, Written at 
Rome, 1756, By the fame. 


.7 ES, noble youth, "tis true; the fofter arts, 
The {weetly-founding ftring, and pencil’s 
power, 
Have warm’d to rapture ev’n heroic hearts, 
And taught the rude to wonder, and adores 


For beauty charms us, whether the appears 
In blended colours 5 or to foothing found 
Attunes her voice ; or fair proportion wears 
In yonder {welling dome’s harmonious rounds 


All, all fhe charms ; but not alike to all 
"Tis given to revel in her blifsful bower ; 
Coercive ties, and reafon’s pow’ rfu! call 
Bid fome but tafte the fweets, which fome 
devour. 


When nature govern’d, and when man was 
young, 
Perhaps at will th’ untutor’d fuvage rov’d, 
Where waters murmur’d, and where clufers 
hung 
He fed, and fiept beneath the fhade he lov’d, 


But fince the fage’s more fagacious mind, 
By he:ven’s permiflion, or by heaven’s come 
mand, 
To polifh’d ftates has focial laws affign’d, 
And gen’ral good on partial cuties plann’d. 
Noz 
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Not for ourfelves our vagrant fteps we bend 
As heedlefs chance, or wanton choice or- 
dain ; 
On various ftations various tafks attend, 
And men are born to trifle or to reign. 


As chaunts the woodman, whilft the Dryads 
weep, 
And falling foretts fear th’ unlifted blow, — 
As chaunts the fhepherd, whilft he tends his 
fheep, 
Or weaves to pliant forms the ofier bough. 
To me ’tis given, whom fortune loves to lead 
Thro’ humbler toils to life’s fequefter’d 
bow’rs, ’ 
To me ‘tis giv’n to wake the amufive reed, 
And footh with fong the folitary hours. 


But thee fuperior, fob’rer toils demand, 
Severer paths are thine of patriot fame 5 _ 
Thy birth, thy friends, thy king, thy native 
land, 
Have giv'n thee honors, and have each their 
claim. 


Then nerve with fortitude thy feeling breaft 
Each with to combat, and each pain to bear 5 

Spurn with difdaia ti” inglorious love of reft, 
Nor let the Syren eafe approach thine ear. 


Beneath yon cyprefs fhade’s eternal green 
See proftrate Rome her wond’rousftory tell, 
Mark how fhe rofe the world’s imperia! queen, 
And tremble at the profpeét how the fell ! 


Not that my rigid precepts would require 

A painful ftruggling with each adverfe gale, 
Forbid thee liften to th’ enchanting lyre, 

Or turn thy ftep’s from fancy’s flow’ ry vale. 


Whate’er of Greece in feulptur’d brafs furvives, 
Whate’er of Rome in mould’ ring arcsremains, 
Whate’er of genius on the canvas lives, 
Or flows in polifh’d verfe, or airy ftrains, 


Be thefe thy leifure ; to the chofen few, 
Who dare excel, thy foft’ring aid afford ; 
Their arts, their magic pow’rs with honours 
due : 
Exalt ; but be thyfelf what they record. 


Apvice ¢to th LADIES. 


N Cupid’s fam’d fchool wou’d ye take a 

degree, 

Young maids, you muft learn a fhort leffon 
from me. P 

Scarce blows on your cheek the fair rofe of fif- 
teen 

E’er love, the {weet traitor, attacks you un- 
feen ; 

To ruin and pleafe ev'ry method he tries, 

A friend in pretence, but a foe in difguife. 

Does your fzncy incline to wealth, title and 
drefs, 

Does your pulfe beat to pleafure, or fink at di- 
ftrefs 

PP gn all dreffes he wears, 

And courts as beft {yits him, with {miles or in 


tears, 
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To your humour and tafte ftill he varies his art, 


And fteals thro” your eyes or your ears to your 
heart ; 


For love, tho’ achild, as Anacréon has fun ’ 
With eafe can outwit both the old and the 
young. 


4 Nw SONG, 





| & 
2 Fenny, the blytheft that dwelt on 
the plain, 
Or trip’d it each night on the green ; 
Unwounded around her fcarce liv’d there a 
{wain ; 
So winning, fo graceful her mein: 
In vain did each thepherd his paffion declare, 
(Unmelted the ice in her breaft) 
And “ they breath’d out their anguith, the 
air 
Cry’d out * Why, *twasall but a jeft.”” 
II, 
Young Jockey, a ycuth that cou’d die and adore, 
In language reverfe to his heart, 
Who'd prov’d falfe and inconftant as oft as he’d 
{wtre, 
(So perfectly fkill’d in his art) 
With foft proteftations approach’d the coy maid, 
And fighing, his paffion expreft ; 
But fhe, yet unmoved by aught that he faid, 
Reply’d ** Why "twas all but a jeft.”” 


III. 
“‘ Dear Fenny, return’d he, my vows are fin- 
cere, 
Nay read but my flame in mine eyes, 
The arrows of Cupid are ftrangely fevere, 
Then do not his godhead defpife ; 
He told her befides, at her feet he would dié, 
With all that his art could fuggeft ;”” 
At which the young thepherdefs mov'd, witha 
 figh, 
Cries ** Fockey, now do not you jeft ? 
IV. 
vite conquer’d at laft the can triumph nomore, 
But frankly yields upto the fwain, 
Not doubting her fhepherd wou’d always adore 
The charms he had labour’d to gain : 

“* Severe were the arrows of Cupid, too true, 
She now felt the wound in her breaft ;°” 
Then forth from the damfel the rover he flew 
With a ** Faith, I buc meant itin jeft.’” 

CuTuH. SHAW. 





EPILUGUE to DOUGLAS, a ew Tragedy, 
Spoken by Mr BaRRY. 


(See the Prologue in laft Years Mag. p. 491) 


AN Epilogue I afk’d ; but not one word 
Our bard will write. He vows ’tis moft 
abfurd 
With comick wit to contradié&t.the ftrain 
Of tragedy, and make your forrows vain. 
Sedly he fays, that pity is the beft, 
Aad aobiett paffion of the human breaft ; 
For 
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For when its facred ftreams the heart o’er-flow, 
In guthes pleafure with the tide of woe ; 

And when its waves retire, hkethofe ot Nile, 
They leave behind them fuch a golden foil, 
That there the virtues without culture grow, 
There the {weet bloffones of ail Bion blow, 
Thefe were his words; void of delufive art 

I felt them; for he fpoke them from his heart. 
Nor wil! I now aitempt, with witty toily, 

To chafe away celeftial melancholy. 


4n ODE to PaTieEnNncr, 


Aughter of Time, whofe gentle pow’r 
Expands with {miles the wrinkled hour, 
Anticipating eafe ; 
To thy behets refign’d I bend, 
And ivppliant at thy fhrine attend 
Thy lenient boon to feize, 


By you fupported, I defy, 
Secur’d in ftoic apathy, 
The fever’s raging heat 5 
Or when the gout with racking pain, 
Refumes its ftern relentlefs reign, 
And binds the captive feet. 


You fly averfe the downy bed, 
Aad healthy face with milkmaid red, 
Felicity’s foft reign, 
> Midft racks and chains thou Jov’it to dwell, 
Where tortur’d faints in gloomy ceil, 
Have learnt to {mile at pain, 


Full many a day with care oppreft, 

When'joy has fled this troubled breaft, 
Defpondingly I’ve figh’d ; 

Another and another came, 

My grief and cares were flill the fame, 
Return’d by forrow’s tide, 


Nay, év'n in this unwelcome hour,. 
When gout exerts its crippling pow’r, 
Séme fighs would rife by fealih 5 
But taught by thy moft fapient rules, 
i fcorn the plaintive grief of fools, 
And antedate fweet health, 


AREBUS. 


SHE noble objet in the works of art, 
L The brightefl icene that nature can impart 3 
The well known fignal in the time of peace, 
The point cflential Ina tenent’s leafe ; 

‘The farmer's comfort as he drives the plough, 
A fol ‘ier’s dutv, and a lover’s vow; 

A contra made before the nuptial tye, 

A blefling mches never can fupply ; 

A foot that ads newcharms to pretty faces, 
An ergine us'din fundamental cales ; 

A planet feen between the earth and fun, 

A prize that merit never yet has won; 

A ‘eis, whch prudence fe dom can retrieve 


The ceath of Judas and the fall of Eve ; 
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A part between the anc'e and the knee, 
A papiit’s toaft, anda phytic an’s fre 3 
A wife’s ambition and a parfon’s dues, 
A m fer’s idol and the badge of Fews. 
If now your heppy genius cau divice, 
The correfpondent words in ev'ry sine 5 
By the firft letter plainly may be tonnd, 
An ancient city thatis much renown’d, 


LAMBETH’s GLORY;3 
Or, Tae Lafs of the HALFPENNY HATCH. 


W Hile fome are admir’d, 

For charms bought or hir’d 5 

With neither paint, powder, nor patch, 
More charming by far, 


Than all of them are, 
Is the lafs of the Halfpenny Hatch. 


So neat, although plain, 

So graceful her mein, 
Although fhe lives under che thateh 3 
Though the linen be coarfe. 

The fkin’s ne’er the worfe, 
Of the lafs of the Halfpenny Hatch. 


What tho’ fhe can’t boaft, 

Like many a gay toaft, ; 
Of her jewels, her trinkets, her watch 3 

Such toys the may fcorn, 

For they could not adorn, 


The lafs of the Ha2i/fpenny Hatch. 


Her every action 

Drives me to diftra€tion 5 
To fee her but lift up the latch, 

Sets my heart al] on fire, 

And all Idetire, 


Is the lafs of the Halfpenry Hatch. 


Oh! were fhe but kind, 
And like me inclin’d, 
I'd the ficft opportunity catch, 
A flame to impart, 
Like mine to the heart 


Of the lafs of the Halfpenny Hatch. 


In fome happy time, 
When our jove’s in the prime, 
tf one willing kifs I cou’d faatch ; 
I'd envy no peer, 
His lady lefs fair, 
Than the lafs of the Halfpenny Hatch, 


Of dames, or of miffes, 
W here’s one fuch as this is ? 
In fhort, there” not one that can match, 
In Surry, fair thire, 
Nor on earth far or near, 
With the lafs of the Ha‘fpenry Hatch, 
March 14, 1757. W. 
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Mr Bower’s Anfwer, continued from 
p. 87, and concluded. 


Charge. HERE are now in the 

poflefion of Sir H. B. 
of Ox—h in N—-/é, the moft authen- 
tic proofs of Mr B.’s keeping up an in- 
timacy and correfpondence with his 
brethren the Ze/uits; tor furely no- 
thing can be more atthentic than let- 
ters written by himfelf to father S/e/- 
don, provincial of the Fe/uits in Eng- 
land. How difficult it will be to re- 
concile Mr B. abjuring popery in his 
mind while he was at Rome, and ama- 
zing the inhabitants of Great-Britain 
with a wonderful tale of his efcape 
from the inquifition, with Mr. B. wri- 
ting fubmiffive and penitential letters 
to his fuperiors the provincial of the 
Fefuits in England, and the general of 
the whole order at Rome, will appear 
from a perufal of the letters in quefti- 
on, fix in number. 

Hopes were conceived of authenti- 
cating the genuinenefs of thefe letters, 
by a decifion in Ve/?minfter-Hall. Mr 
B. was called upon to take his oath 
[that they were forged] by way of ap- 
peal to his prudence, not by way ap- 
peal to his confcience. The oath hath 
been made, it is true, but care was ta- 
ken to convey away the original affi- 
davit; fo that no record of the tranf- 
action exifts, and. confequently no 
profecution for perjury can lie. 

In thefe letters we have a very re- 
markable fpecimen of the abfolute fub- 
jection and fubmiffion of Fe/uits to their 
fuperiors; and it will be obvious to 
any one who pervfes them with atten- 
tion, that the writer drives at one f{in- 
gle obje&, of which he never lofes 
fight, the recovery of a {um of money. 

Mr B.’s plan, when he wrote his let- 
ters to father Sheldon, feems to be 
this; The views and expectations in 
life, which he had got by new connex- 
ions with proteftants both able and 
willing to ferve him, and other pruden- 
tial motives, having obliged hint to 
break off his renew’d connexion with 
his order, it was neceflary he fhould 


a 


~~ 


do this with caution, that his exafpe- 
rated brethren might not, if it were 
poflible, have it in their power to hurt 
him. He had no fecurity for his au- 
nuity of 94]. 10s. buta bond from 
the provincial of the Ze/uits; and, 
perhaps, he was afraid, judging of the 
moral honelty of others, from what he 
experienced within himfelf, that upon 
his ceafing to proifefs himfelfa 7e/zrr, 
his annuity from the Zefuits would 
ceafe. Nor could he be fo fhort-fight- 
ed as not to forefee that upon any fuch 
{top being made, an action at law, 
though it might recover his annuity, 
could not be had, unlefs he owned that 
he had connexions fince his coming 
to England; which would be fatal to 
his pretenfions, as a fincere convert 
from popery : Or, admitting that there 
could be no danger of lofing his annui- 
ty he knew that to continue to receive 
it from the Ze/uits, after having refol- 
ved to be a proteftant, would have a 
very ill afpeét ; and that he could ne- 
ver fign the receipt for his half-year’s 
income, without meeting with 7e/uits 
who were witnefles of his bafe diflimu- 
lation. Another witnefs perhaps, his 
own confcience, might alfo expect, up- 
on fuch an occafion, tobe heard. Be- 
fides all this, it is likely that he had de- 
termined that the change of his religion 
(perhaps I fhould have faid the change 
of his profeflions of religion) fhould be 
followed by a change in his condition ; 
and, theretore, in order to enable him 
to make a fettlement on his future 
{fpoufe, it became neceflary that the 
money which he had funk, in the hands 
of the Zefuits, for an annuity on his 
own life, fhould be recovered. 

Before Mrs Hoyles brought B. and 
Carteret acquainted, 2B, afked her, if 
fhe thought he might truft his money 
in the hands of the Ze/urts, for an an- 
nuity; becaufe, faid he, it is all their 
own, I have no property. Upon 
which fhe told him, that fhe would lay 
her life, if they agreed to take the mo- 
ney, they would faithfully fulfil their 
agreement. At his reque(t the fpoke 
to the gentlemen of the order; and 

S fhe 
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fhe remembers to have heard from him- 
felf, that they had got his money, on 
the terms he had mentioned, And in 
the year of the rebellion he wanted, 
as he told her, his money back again, 
faying, it was a woman’s money. Up- 
on which Mrs Hayles faid to him, 
you told me the money was yourown; 
and that it would enable your order to 
do that good, which you yourfelf had 
negle@ed, Then he defired Mrs {Yoy/es 
to tell Mr E//ict, the gentleman who 
acted for Mr Sheldon the provincial, 
that unlefs they paid him the money, 
he would hang Mr She/dons for he 
knew his haunts, and would advertile 
him. Upon that, the faid, fure, Mr B. 
you don’t fpeak as you think. Yes, 
faid he, but I do: And her anfwer 
immediately was, you have foul as 
black as hell. 

Anfwer. Trefolvedto marry; and 
it was chicfly upon that confideration, 
though not upon that alone, I applied 
to Mr #/i// to know upon what termis 
he would return me the capital. The 
terms he propofed were as eafy as I 
could expect. 

In the fecond part of this my defence, 


‘which is ready for the prefs, I fhall de- 


monttrate thefe letters [to Sheldon] to 
be as impedent, as abfurd and barefaced 
a forgery Gif talfe facts, falfe dates, 
and improbabilities bordering on im- 
poflibslities, are marks of forgery) as 
Rowe, or the emilfaries of Rome, ever 
attempted to impole on mankind: So 
thar the world muft either repeét them 
as fuppoliuions, or receive as genuine 
every {purious piece the mother of fies 
his brought to light ovt of her dark 
and inexisultible magazines to this 
day. 

Charge. Mr B’s propofals and pre- 


fice to his hiitory of the popes bear 


date Warch 25,1747. In thefe pro- 
polals he promifed that the two frit 
voiam s, which would reach to the 
of Gregory VIL. in 1085, would be 
delivered on, or before, La'y-duy 1748: 
whereas the fecond volume extends no 
farther than the death of Dox/face WI. 
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not even made his appearance in the 
third volume. The firft volume was 
publifhed in May 1748, and the fe- 
cond not completed before 1751. To 
throw off the blame of delaying the 
publication of the fecond volume from 
himf{elf, he told many of his friends 
that the delay was occafioned by the 
madnefs of the compofitor, who had 
inferted into the copy, whenever a 
pope’s name was mentioned, G—d 
d—-n him, and other fuch wild ex- 
preflions. Mr &. could not, when 
tixed with this ftory, deny that he had 
told it as truth, bat endeavoured to 
come off by faying, that he had it from 
his corrector. But, unfortunately it 
can be proved thar he never had an 
correcior of the prefs, befides himfelf ; 
and therefore he f{tands charged with 
having invented this moft improbable 
lie; a charge to which he hath plead- 
ed guilty by his filence, when publick- 
ly called upon by Mr Baron in the ge- 
neral 4dvertifer of Nov. 23, 1750, to 
jultify himfelf on this head,~-It can 
alfo be proved upon our hiftorian, that 
he invented another falfhood, about 
the delay of his fecond volume; for 
he told many gentlemen that he waited 
till the paper came from Ho//and on 
which it was tobe printed; whereas, 
it is notorious that no fuch paper ever 
wos fent for; that volume of the hif- 
tory of the popes being printed on 
Englifh paper bought of alderman 
Janfjen, as will appear from accounts 
tili in being. I fhall only add, at pre- 
fent, how neceffary it is that one who 
indulges himfelf in the privilege of 
departing from truth fhould have a 
good memory. Mr B had told a no- 
ble lady of the firlt diftinétion, the {to- 
ry of the compofitor’s interpolating 
his copy at the time when this was 
affigned by him as the reafon why the 
fecond volume was fo long deferred. 
Fier Jadyfhip, therefore could not buat 
greatly wonder, to hear him complain, 
within thefe twoor three montis, that 
his enemies had mott injultly charged 
him with having propagated this ftory, 
which fhe well remembered to have 
heard 
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heard from himfelf, five or fix years 
before. 

No perfon acquainted with books, 
and malters of the controveriy be- 
tween us and the church of Aome, wil 
find any thing in Mr 8’s three volumes 
already publifhed, that hath thrown 
the leaft light upon the fubject, or 
made any difcovery, which, by adding 
ftrength to the caufe of proteftants, al- 
ready fo ably fuipported by numbers of 
unexceptionable advocates, could make 
the biftory of the popes, by 4. 2. Elq; 
fo formidable to papifts, as to engage 
them in a vile and imprudent forgery 
again{t the author. So far from this, 
that were it neceffary, it could be 
proved by particular inftances, that 
our hiftorian of the popes doth not 
really know the ftrength of that caufe 
which he undertakes to defend. And, 
indeed, how could he know it? He 
hath not thought it worth his while 
to look into antiquity himfelf, but 
hath contented himtelf to be a fervile 
copier of modern compilers; nay, 
what is {till more unfortunate for a 
writer who fets out with an intention 
to decry popery, he feems totally un- 
acquainted with the labours of protelt- 
ant divines, and is a fervile copier of 
modern popith compilers... .Thofe of 
his readers, whofe opinion is of moft 
confequence, have, long ago, agreed 
1 pronouncing this judgment of his 
book. That itis a book calculated 
to ferve deifm as well as to refute po- 
pery; to furnifh arguments to infidels, 
as well as to proteftants; that it is 
written with all the feeming inclinati- 
on to expofe papal ufurpations, but 
that, unfortunately, the author hath 
often miftaken his inftances, by not 
knowing the proper places of finding 
fault, in a word, that it hath been 
patched up from fecond-hand f{craps, 
and from guides whom we cannot look 
upon to be fufficient to enable an hum- 
ble follower of them to tread the dark 
roads of antiquity, and the labyrinths 
ot ecclefiaftical hiftory, without being 
in continual danger of wandering out 
of the path that leads totruth.. 
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The public were made to believe 
the whole work would be comprized 
in.four volumes; but, at the rate the 
author feems refolved to 20 on, we may 
perhaps be favoured with fourteen vo- 
Jumes, Never farely was there a more 
glaring inftance of {candzlous abule of 
the public favour, than in the cafe be- 
fore us. Had any other perfon, ex- 
cept Mr B. given this convincing. 
proof that he fpun out his work mere- 
ly to encreafe his gains, he would have 
been deipifed as a mercenary hackney- 
{cribler, 

Anfwer. If I had undertaken, for 
gain, any other work, while I was en- 
gaged in this, I might indeed be juftly 
blamed, and defervedly looked upon 
as a hackney-writer, But my whole 
time and attention have been employed 
on the hiftory of the popes ever fince 
I undertook that work, and on that 
hiftory alone. I took indced the fub- 
{cription-money for the two firlt vo- 
lumes, but the third has been paid for 
only when it was delivered, and fo 
will the reft; and to many I returned 
the money, that they had fent upon 
the publication of my third volume, 
to pay both for that and the fourth. 
It was therefore evidently my intereft 
to have difpatched the whole with the 
greateft expedition, and at any rate. 


_But I had more regard for the caufe 


I had undertaken to defend, and for 
my own reputation, than for my inte- 
ret. After my fecond volume was 
delivered, I was fuch a hackey-writer 
as to add to it, and add to it gratis, 
though already of a fize well anfwering 
its price, feventeen fheets, in order to 
bring it down to the intended period. 
The books indeed have come out much 
Jater than I thought at firlt they would. 
But this is not owing to any neglect 
in me, but partly to indifpofition, and 
artly to other c ufes, which, were f 
to alledse them, every candid reader 
would allow to be lawful and juft pleas. 
As for my {pinning out the work, I 
fhould be greatly obliged to any man 
of Jearning and judgment, that would 
point out to me what parts I ought to 
have 
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have left out in any of three volames 
that have already been publifhed. The 
increafe of their number proceeds from 
my enlarging, by the advice of my 
friends, on the councils, and on fome 
of the popifh tenets, efpecially the i- 
dolatry of the church of Rome, and 
the worhhip of images, beyond the 
bounds I had firit [et to myfelf. Here- 
with my fubfcribers are all well pleafed, 
as I know by experience; and none 
complain of my having faid too much 
on thofe fubjecits, but they who wifh 
J] had faid rothing at al]. But in [pite 
of the papifts, of their humble tool the 
Jibeller, and the reft of their friends 
and adherents, I fhall purfue the work 
Lhave undertaken, without troubling 
myfelf about the number of volumes, 
{fo long as I omit nothing that is im- 
portant or ufeful, and fay nothing that 
is trifling or ulelefs. 

Charge. Were it neceflary, inftances 
of his | 5’s] impious buffoonry, and 
mockery of our holy religion, even 
publicly in bookfellers fhops, could be 
afligned. I fhall only mention one 
In{tance. ‘Tho’ it be one of this wor- 
thy perfon’s talents to accommodate 
his difcousfe and principles to the com- 
piny in which be happeneth to be, he 
unfortunately made a grofs miflake at 
the houle of a gentleman in the coun- 

ry. The profane saillery, uttered by 
him there, upon his feeing fome paint- 
ings reprefenting gofpel hiftories, fur- 
priied as much as it fhocked the very 
worthy proprietor ; who gave this as 
areafon (and a very good reafen to 
fo good a man) upon being applied to, 
before the publication of the hiftory of 
the popes, why he would not encourage 
that work, by folliciting fubf{criptions 
for the author; rightly judging, that 
no honour could be done to the pro- 
te{tant, caufe by fuch a champion. 

Anfwer, IT may have laughed in Mr 
Lewis’s fhop at his faints, as I did at 
the popith pictures in the country, 
which the libeller calls mockery of our 
holy religion. 

Charge. Mr 2, far from concealing 
his irregularities, ufed to glory in 





them. Amongft other ftories, he hatiz 
frequently entertained his companions 
with an account of his being met com- 
ing out of a houfe of civil reception 
in the regions of Covent-Garden, by 
an acquaintance who afked him, Mr 
B.is this your Roman hiltory ? When 
we confider that he was, at leaft, forty 
years of age before hecame to England, 
and that he did not begin to write the 
Roman hittory till feveral years after ; 
to find him, fo late in life thus revel- 
ling in brothels, and glorying in his 
fhame, giveth us no very favourable 
notion of the regularity of his conduct. 
perhaps he was endeavouring to make 
amends for the time that he had loft 
in the college of Macerata. 

Anfwer. In a family, which I lived 
with in the greateft intimacy, there 
happened fome mifunderltanding and 
coolnefs between the father and the 
fon, and they had not feen one another 
for fome time. I offered to mediate 
a reconciliation, and frequently preffed 
the fon to wait upon his father; which 
he at laft agreed to, on cendition that 
I would accompany him. To this I 
very readily confented, and the place 
and hour we fhould meet at we ap- 
yointed, The young gentleman came 
to the place the firft, and as he did not 
care to wait there, he ftept into a 
houfe of civil reception jult by, defiring 
to be fent for as foon asI came. It 
was not long before I came, and find- 
jag nobody there but the daughter of 
the houfe, I went for him myfelf. The 
father happened to fee us coming out 
together, and turning to me,, is this, 
he faid, your Roman hiltory? Howe- 
ver the father and fon were, by my 
interpofition, perfe{ly reconciled. The 
f:é& is known: I ufed to relate it a- 
mongit my friends as a comical adven- 
ture and it I had not related it myfelf 
it would never have been heard of, 

Charge, Martin Folkes, Efq; the 
late worthy prefident of the royal fo- 
ciety, who by frequenting Tom’s cof- 
fee-houfe, had often feen our convert 
thus engaged [in daily converfation 
with popifh priefts in Mr Lewis’s fhop} 
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below ftairs, ufed to exprefs his fufpi- 
cjons of our hiftorians character, from 
this circumftance, and fubfcribed to his 
hiltory merely becaufe it was fafhiona- 
ble to do fo. 

Anfwer. As for my frequenting 
Lewis the bookfeller’s fhop ;_ that fhop 
was, and I doubt not ftill is, frequent- 
ed by twenty proteftants to one papilt. 
I frequented Tom’s coffee-houfe for fe- 
veral years, and I never once faw Mr 
Folkes there. He may however, for 
aught I know, have come once or 
twice in a year to that coffee-houfe, 
without my feeing him; and that the 
libeller may call frequenting it, with 
as much reafon as he ftiles my having 
been once in Gordon’s company, ufing 
tobe in his company. I was well ac- 
quainted with that worthy gentleman. 
He invited me to his houfe to fee the 
wondrous operations of the polype; 
and fhewing me on that occafion his 
collection of books, he very politely 
offered to fupply me with any he was 
poileffed of, and I might want for my 
work. One might, I think, conclude 
from this circumftance, that he enter- 
tained no fufpicions of my character, 
and that he did not fubfcribe to my 
hiftory merely becaufe it was fafhiona- 
ble todo fo. Indeed I never looked 
upon Martin Folkes Efq; as a very 
fafhionable man, or a man who would 
do any thing merely to-comply with 
the fafhion. 

Charge. Mrs Hoyles fays, that ber 
acquaintance with Mr B, began in the 
year 1727 or 1728, on the following 
occafion. She was defired by Mrs 
Mary Sutton (then fervant to Mrs 
Fleetwood, aunt to Mr Fleetwood, matt- 
er of Drury- Lane playhoufe) to allow 
her to meet Mr B. at the apartment 
of Mrs Hoyles to drink a difh of tea; 
Mr B. then making his addreffes to 
Mrs Sutton, and pafling by her account 
to Mrs Hey/es, for a merchant in good 
circumitances. Theyaccordingly met 
feveral times, at Mrs Hos/es’s apart- 
ment, and he appeared vaitly fond of 
her; but, at Jaft, complained to Mrs 


Hoyles and her hufband, that the would 
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not marry him. Mrs Hoy/es prefled 
her to marry him, and fhe faid that he 
could not marry for he was a knight of 
Malta, and had made the fame vows 
as if he had been a prieft. Upon that 
Mrs Hoples faid that if they could not 
marry, they fhould not meet any more 
at her apartment; and that upon her 
talking to him about the knights of 
Ma!ta, he drew his {word, and thewed 
her how thefe knights {tood when the 
gofpel was read. 

Mr B. calling frequently upon Mrs 
Hayles, on the occafion of this Mrs 
Sutton, who was a catholic, he and 
Mrs Hoyles (who was at that time a 
proteftant, as all her relations {till are) 
had feveral difcourfes about religion, 
and fhe told him fhe wondered a man 
of his good fenfe could be of arclizgion 
fo full of fuperftition and bigotry, and 
afked him if he ever had read archbi- 
Shop Ti/lotfon’s {ermons. His anfwer 
was that 77//st/ou was a mere fophifter ; 
and with an air of contempt faid that 
he could eafily confute him, or words 
to that effect, and wifhed he could 
think fo well of the proteftant religion 
as fhe did. In his difcourfes with her 
upon this fubject, he put the rife of the 
proteftant religion in fuch a light, that 
he gave her fcruples, which made her 
very uneafy. About 3 years after fhe 
became a catholic, unknown ‘to her 


-hufband, which ftep gave great uneafi- 


nefs to him and all her own relations. 
After this happened, Mr #&. coming 
frequently to her houfe, had feveral 
converfations with her hufband about 
religion, Mr B. with all the flrength 
of argument defending the fide of the 
catholics. And in about five years 
Mr Hoyles alfo became a catholic, 
Mr J. upon this event, congratulated 
them both, and hoped that his having 

een inftrumental in bringing it about, 
would make fome atonement for his 
own neglect of his duty, or to that ef- 
fect.—-Mrs Horles never knew any 
thing of his being a prieft, till after 
her converfion; and he told her, foon 
after his firit acquaintance, that he had 
been obliged to icave Acme on account 
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of anun, and that upon a friend’s gi- 
ving him information that the inquifi- 
tion would Jay hold of him, he made 
his efcape; upon being afked upon 
what account relating to a nun, he faid 
it was for writing fomething in defence 
of her. 

Mrs Hoyles, fome time before Mr 
B’s preface was publifhed, heard him 
fay, feveral times, that he was wri- 
ting the lives of the popes, for the fake 
of religion, that they might be truly 
wiitten; and he told her hufband, 
that he fhould have the printing of the 
book. And afterwards, before his 
preface and propofzls appeared, Mr 
Hoyles printed for him a thoufand re- 
ceipts; but 8. pave it as a reafon why 
he could not fulfil his promife to Mr 
Hoyles of printing bis hiftory that lord 
4ylmer had faid, B. we know your 
principles now, as you propofe to let 
a papilt print your work. 

When his preface to his work came 
out, Mrs Hsy/es, upon reading it, was 
ftruck, and could fearcely believe her 
eyes, the contents of it being fo con- 
trary to the doctrines he had formerly 
taught her, and conftantly maintained 
himfelf. Then, upon firft feeing him 
after this, afked him with fome warmth, 
Mr B, what hurt have my hufband and 
I done you, that you fhould burt us 
both in {pirituals and temporals? For 
if you are now in the right, you put 
us in the wrong; for we were then 
in the right, when you firft knew us, 
if youare now inthe right. Towhich 
he made no reply. 

Mrs Hoyles is a woman of good cha- 
racter, re{pecied in her neighbourhood, 
a houfekeeper, and having the profits of 
a good trade to make her eafy in her 
circumftances, fhould not be fufpected 
of giving a falfe teftimony in the pre- 
fent caf; and defires, as I am told, 
nothing fo much as to be confronted 
with Mr #2. but belives, that he will 
fcarccly venture to meet her, unlefs 
forced todo it in acourt of juftice, 
where fhe will, at any time, convert her 
narrative into an affidavit; an afiida- 
vit which will Lave all the internal 
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marks of veracity, and the credibility 
of which can be fupported, as to fome 
of the principal faéts, by other witnef- 
fes, and, to Mr B. great dilappoint- 
ment, by proteltant evidence; tor, Mr 
Faden, printer in Wine-Ofice court, 
Fleet-/lreet, and a proteitant, who 
Jodged in the houfe of Mr Hoy/es feve- 
ral years, from 1733 to 1737 or 1738, 
declares, during that time, he remem- 
bers well to have feen Mr B. coming 
to vifit Mr and Mrs Hoy/es, hundreds 
of times; and fays, that it was noto- 
rious to every one in the houfe, that 
Mr B. was a Fe/uit, and had been the 
inftrument of converting firft Mrs 
Hoyles, and at length her hufband, to 
the popifh religion; that they made 
no fecret of this, at that time, and that 
he had then heard Mrs Aoy/es in pre- 
fence of her hufband, frequently fpeak 
of Mr B. as the good friend, who had 
firft put them both in the way of being 
catholics. Mr Faden, who was fo well 
acquainted with this remarkable in- 
{tance of B’s popifh zeal, was greatly 
furprized when he heard his publifhing 
his hiftory of the popes, in which he 
is fo zealous a proteftant, and hath, 
at different times, whenever occafion 
offered, told what he knew about B’s 
having converted Mrs Hoayles’s family, 
to his acquaintances. 

Anfwer, To this moft weighty part 
of the charge, I challenge all the pa- 
pilts in England to fay they ever faw 
me aflift at any funétion of the popifh 
religion, or perform any thefe thirty 
years laft pait. That I have been pre- 
fent at none within that time, I have 
declared in a very folemn paper; and 
no papift, not even Mrs Hoy/es, in her 
oraculous narrative, has yet had the 
affurance to contradi@ it. 

All papifts, be they who they will, 
that give evidence again{t me are re- 
warded with a good charaéer, even 
Mis H--/--s, What a pity that mo- 
ther D--g/--s has nothing to lay to 
my charge capable of. entitling her to 
a good character, and a place among 
his worthies?---I never aflumed the 
title of knight of Ma/ta, but was dub- 
bed 
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bed knight of that order by Mrs Sut- 
ton as is related by the infallible Mrs 
Hoyles in her narrative, I fee no rea- 
fon why Mrs Sutton or I fhould have 
told Mrs Hoyles that Iwas a fe/uit, 
on occafion of our meeting in her 
room, which fhe calls, like a woman 
of fathion, her apartment. Befides, I 
had been, according to this writer, 
turned out of the order in /ta/y for 
the irregularities of my conduct, and 
therefore could not tell her, with truth, 


that I was a Fe/uit. 
The oppofer’s oracle Mrs Hayles. 


The very religious Mrs Hoyles, who 
has the profits of a good trade, (that 
of felling diftilled waters) and cannot 
therefore be fuppofed to give a falfe 
teltimony. 


The mafterly writer who gives the 
account of books, lately printed con- 
cludes his extract from the anfwer 
to the fix letters, Gc. illuftrated ; 
by obferving, that Mr B. has de- 
fended himfelf not unfkilfully if he 
be innocent ; “if he be guilty he 
“has pleaded his caufe with great a- 
“bility. The proofs of the {puriouf- 
“nefs of the letters are yet to come, 
“and of them I fhall only obferve, 
“ that proofs muft be very ftrong that 
“will counterbalance fimilitude of 
“hand. Te write a name fo as to 


“deceive is eafy, to write. a_tine is. 


“ poflible; to write a letter, and even 
** fix letters, in an imitated hand with 
“< fuccefs, I believe no man will under- 
“take: Similitude of hand, if there be 
“ a fufficient quantity of writing to be 
“compared, is a phyfical teltimony, 
** perhaps irrefragably cagnent.... 

“ While I was engaged in the fore- 
“ going extract, Mr Faden again de- 
“ clared to me that Mr 2. converted 
“Mrs Hoyles to popery; that in the 
“years 1734 and 35, during which 
“ Mr Faden lodged in her houfe, Mr 
“ B, frequently vifited her, and was 
“ received end confidered as a papilt. 

“© Here is an accufation (fays the 
“ fame candid and judicious writer) 
“‘ couficmed by every kind of evidence. 
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“It is know that Mrs Hoy/es and her 
“ hufband were converted to popery ; 
‘* it is known that about that time Mr 
“ B. frequently vifited her, and her 
*‘ converfion is here imputed to him, 
‘and imputed to him by.a protef- 
“¢ tant.” 
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Gentlemen, Morpeth, March 7, 1757, 


Obferved in the NEWCASTLE 

GENERAL MAGAZINE, 
tor Feb. p. 105. a copy of fome que- 
ries, relating to the laws again{t ingrof- 
fing, regrating and foreftalling, with 
the fentiments of counfel thereupon; 
communicated, with an intention of 
preventing the publick from being 
longer deceived, by the prevailing o- 
pinions upon thofe fubjeéts: The de- 
lign is generous, and I am unwilling 
to believe that the gentleman had an 
other end in view; tho’ I find there 
are fome people inclinable to think that 
the reference, made to your Jo v r- 
NAL, of the rgth ult. is not with- 
out an intention of throwing a reflec- 
tion upon the eflay, contained in that 


paper. 


_ _But it muft be a miftake: For the 


entleman, could not but fee that the 
principal defign of the firlt of that 
effay (to which only thofe queries, &c. 
could have any refcrence) was to point 
out the ill effects of thofe laws, accor- 
ding to the opinions then generally 

revalent—and indeed I cannot help 
thinking that very great inconveni- 
ences would attend the execution of 
thofe laws, even according tothe mildeft 
con{iruction, that I have yet heard put 
upon them. 

Had the gentleman thought fit to 
have publifh’d the remaincer of his 
gueries, with the opinions thereupon, 
they would probably have made this 
matter very evident; they might al- 
fo have ferved as direciions to the ma- 

giltrate, 
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giltrate, the farmer, and the corn-fac- 
tor in feveral points, which may, at 
prefent, be very doubtful Tis a 
pity that he fhould have thought that 
the prefent application to parliament, 
made it unneceflary for him to do 2. 

Such applications, tho’ very defer- 
ving of fuccefs, may fometimes fail: 
it is impoflible in the nature of things 
that it fhould be otherwife; Belides 
directions may be wanted in the mean 
time—lIt is therefore to be hoped that 
the gentleman will communicate the 
whole matter, and thereby lay an ad- 
ditional obligation upon the publick. 
It cannot 1 prefume be improper to do 
fo, as the cafe was made for the direc- 
tion of the magiftrate, corn-merchant, 
baker, confuiner, Cc. 

I make no doubt but that (cum 
multis aliis) queries are put of the fol- 
lowing purport. 

1. If agentieman living at a confi- 
derable diftwict from the market, fhould 
be willing to buy corn in his own 
nciphbourhood (not in market) in or- 
der to fell it again, to perfons in want, 
at under-price; can he now legally 
do fo? 

2. Suppofing there fhould be great 
want of corn in fome part of Creat- 
Britain, and {ufiicient quantittes in o- 
ther parts of it to fupply them: Can 
corn be bought at the places of growth, 
and carried directly from thence to be 
fhipped at the neareft and moft conve. 
nient ports? 

As to the effay, I think it is pretty 
evident that no cenfure can be juftly 
fixed upon it, let thole points of law be 
determined which way they will. Avery 
fmll explanation of the matter will 
be fufficient to fatisfy perfons of wun- 
der{tanding and candour ; andit would 
beavain attempt to endeavour to fatis- 
fy thofe who are not fo. 

At the time when it was wrote, it 
feemed to be the general opinion (rxter 
alia) that corn was only to be fold in 
open market, and many perfons were 
very zealous for having what they 
thought ‘to be law, rigourofly put in 
execution: The farmers were afraid of 
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felling corn at their own houfes upon 
any Occafion, and very backward in 
bringing it to market—Under fuch 
circumitances the publick were very 
likely to fuffer; for the prevention of 
which two methods occurred to the 
writer of the eflay. 

The firft was to endeavour to con- 
vince the publick that the above-men- 
tioned laws were not altogether fo fe- 
vere as they were generally apprehend- 
ed to be; 

The other was to admit the general 
conftrutions of thofe laws, and then 
point out the inconveniences that were 
likely to attend a rigorous execution 
of them upon fuch foundations. 

To have taken the firft method with 
any profpect of fuccefs the writer, I 
think, ought to have been a perfon of 
very extenfive knowledge of the law; 
and even in that cafe, I think it would 
have been requifite for him to have 
given the fan¢tion of his name, to his 
performance. 

The other method appeared natural, 
and eafy; the confequences clear and 
obvious; and to be univerfally ac- 
‘knowledged, needed only to be pointed 
out. 

It can if neceflary, be very well at- 
tefted, that the writer of the effay did 
not think thofe laws altogether fo ri-. 
gid as they were generally believed to 
be; tho’ he thought, and does ftill 
think them, in many refpects, very de- 
trimental to the publick. 

In the fcheme which he propofed he 
had no other views then the welfare of 
th: country, and the relief of perfons 
in want: And, whatever particular 
objections may be made to it, if it be- 
comes in any depree inftrumental to 
thofe good purpofes, he will think 
himfelt greatly rewarded; nay, if be 
fhould know it to be the means of pro- 
curing relief for only one deferving ob- 
jeét, he would not think his labour ill 
beftowed. 

J am jaft now told that upon appli- 
cation lately made to a perfon of opu- 
lence, to promote a charitable contri- 
in the parifh where he-fives, the an- 

Swer 














S UpOR 
ard in 
r fuch 
> very 
ion of 
0 the 


) cOn- 
-Men- 
fo fe- 
hend- 


neral 
then 
were 
tion 


with 
r, I 
n of 
2W 5 
yuld 
ave 
his 
ral, 
ind 


ace 


ted 


at- 
lid 


ri-. 








For M A R C RB 


{wer given was—That long days were 
coming on—The poor would get work 
__And in fhort he thought it unnecef- 
fary. 
Fisould always put the moft candid 
conftruétion upon the words and aéti- 
ons of people, but furely men of any 
deoree of underltanding who talk fo, 
cannot be in earnelt. 

The late fevere weather, and the 
dearnefs of provifions have undoubted- 
ly caufed many poor people to get in- 
to debt; the dearneis of provifions 
fill continues, and is too likely to con- 
tinue for fome time; what an heavy 
load then malt even the fimall fum of 
twenty fhillings be to a labouring man 
who earns only 6d. or 8d. a day, and 
has a family of four or five {mall chil- 
dren ?—And yet fuch a man is happy, 
compared with other objects of charity. 
—Can men of wealth think of thofe 
things, and be unmoved ! 

Schemes, for the promotion of pub- 
lick charity, often fail for want of pro- 
per perfons to fet them forward at firft ; 
but this I think can hardly be the cafe, 
at prefent, in this county, confidering 
the charaéters of the gentlemen be- 
longing to it. Ifhould rather expec 
that the great contention amongft them 
would be, which of them fhould mott 
exert himfelf in contriving or patroni- 
zing fuch fchemes as may relieve the 
poor in their prefent great diltrefs ; 
Ped as the neighbouring county 
of Durham, and town of Newsa/lle, 


have fet fuch glorious examples. 
Lam, &c., 
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A fhort Account of the Ifland of St 
Bartholomew, sow taken by fame 
Englith Privateers from the French, 
which was received from a Gentleman 
avho 1s perfedly well acquainted with 
that Land. 


HIS ifland of St Bartholomew 
lyes to the north-weft from 


St Kitt’s about 6 or 7 leagues, and a- 
bout 3 to the ealtward of St Aartin’s, 


1757: 14% 
a {mall rocky ifland, well fortify’d by 


nature, and many fteep rocks and 
fhoals are around it, and only 3 land- 
ing places, viz. two bays atS. W, and 
W. and one at N. E. At S. W. there 
is an inlet very commodious to (helter 
{mall veffels in the hurricane months, 
and where many of them heave down 
and careen by the rocks, tho’ the com- 
mon way is for two to heave down by 
One another. It produces only cotton, 
and {mall {tock reatd in plenty. In 
1744 the governor and inhabitants 
(being about 50 families) petitioned 
Gen. Matthew of the Leeward Carri+ 
bee iflands to grant them a protection, 
as they were poor people, that no Exg- 
lifh privateers fhould moleft them, and 
they promifed when any French priva- 
teet went there, they would immedi- 
ately fend a two matt boat to St A7rt’s 
to give notice; however they did not 
fulfil this engagement, but, on the con- 
trary, gave all the afliftance and fup- 
ply they could to the French, as was 
but natural, being all Freuchmen, and 
having a commiflion from the Gen, of 
Martinique, this became a great nus 
fance, and caufed a great out-cry a- 
gainit Gen. Matthew for giving a pro- 
tection to thele peuple, and putting it 
in the power of the French privateers 
to lurk there, and when the veflels fail- 
ed from St Kiét?’s and the windward 
jflands they ftarted out on them, and 
carried them down to St Thomas, a 
Danifh illand, being about 30 leagues 
to Guardaloupe, and to windward, they 
could not carry them there, without 
great rifque of being retaken by the 
Englifp privateers. At laft two floop 
privateers from Antigua were feat 
down, who reduced the ifland, carried 
all the French inhabitants off, and kept 
pofleffion of it during the lait war; 
but in 1750 it was reltored to the 
French again. When St Xitt’s was 


taken from the French, and by treaty 
ceded to the £zxgli/>, it was in this 
manner, the French ceded the governs 
ment of St A7t?’?s which included St 
Bartholomew and the half of St A/ar- 
tin’s; the French governor of St Kite’s 
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was alfo governor of thefe other two, 
and uied to fubftitute governors under 
him. The Freach themfelves under- 
ftood it in this way, that St A7zsz’s, St 
Bartholomew, and the half of St Mar- 
t:n’s were all to be ceded to the Enz- 
lifb at the time they got quiet pofleil- 
on of St Kitts; but the Englifh ha- 
ing neplected to take poffeflion at the 
fame time they did of St A7zft’s, thefe 
two remained in the hands of the 
Fv ench; and are of tittle confequence 
to either the French or Englifh; on 
the contrary of very bad confequence 
to the poor french inhabitants, for 
being far from any of the French 
iflands, they fall a prey to the Englifh 
privateers, and laft war ended in the 
ruin of the inhabitants and their fa- 
milies, and which will be the cafe 
Now. 
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To th PuBLISHERS of the 


NewcasTLe' GENERAL MaGazine. 


Gentlemen, 


March 19, 1757. 


S Tobferve it is with particular 
[XX pleature you infert in your Ma- 
gazine any hints, that feemto have a 
tendency to the relief of the poor in 
their pre{-nt heavy diftrefs ; I have 
put together a few thoughts on that 
furjeci, in order to have them made 
pubdlick by your means. As they are 
founded. on experience, and the cir- 
cumiiances of the times, I hope they 
will be the more acceptable, and of 
more general ufe, 

There is no occafion to fay any 
thing to excite compaffion; but the 
wncthods propofed and taken to. exer- 
cif it, feem not to an{wer fufficiently 
the purpofes of redrefs, that are kind- 
ly intended by them. The hearty 
with of every benevolent mind is, to 
make the labouring and poor people 
as little fcnfible as poffible of the high 
price of corn. Now Lapprebend, that 
the giving them cither a finall quantity 
of corn, meal, bread, meat, or a lum 
ol dieney, will not always aflurediy 
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anfwer this end. Money it is well 
known they will fometimes expend; 
or Jay it out in trifles, or fome unne- 
ceflary part of drefs, to fupport, what 
they think, a decent appearance a- 
mong their neighbours. They who 
diftribute many charities in this way, 
have frequently the mortification to 
fee them put to very ridiculous ufes by 
real objecis. Befides, at any confider- 
able diftance from a market; or in 
places where there is little corn; or 
where there are ingroflers, I mean 
fuch, who keep their own grain, in 
expectation of felling it at a higher 
price; in thefe circumftances the poor 
cannot be fupplied with corn for rea- 
dy money, without great inconveni- 
ence and lofs of time, and often not 
at all, This I know to be fact in fe- 
veral inftances, which I could fcarce 
otherwife have believed; tho’ it has 
been the general complaint for feveral 
months. For thefe reafons, and fome 
others that might be mentioned, the 
giving money to the poor feems not 
to be the molt prudent method of re- 
lieving their prefent wants. 

As to the giving them corn, meat, 
&c. tho’ it be Jaudable in itfelf; and 
may be very ferviceable to them whilft 
it Jails; yet, befides that a hearty meal 
is often prejudicial, and always dange- 
rovs toa perfon that has been long 
accultomed to an abftemious way of 
life, thefe, in the beft way of manage- 
ing them, are only temporary reliefs. 
And it will be five or fix months at 
leaft before we can expect any great 
bencit from a new crop; except the 
promifing profpect of a good herveli, 
fhould lower the price of corn a little. 

As to the importation of wheat, 
tho’ it will be of great advantage to 
the fouthern part of the kingdom, 
where it is very much wanted, and 
where the common peopte live chiefly 
on white bread; yet if the price of 
that grain fhould fall a Jitde, ir will 
not be of equal fervice to labourers in 
the north, whofe molt ufual bread-corn 
is barley and peafe ground together. 
Thefe two grains were both failing 

crops 
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crops the laft year; and of confe- 

uence their prices have rifen to an 
exorbitant rate. Oats may be pur- 
chafed at amore mederate price; and 
may be converted into more ufes for 
the food of the poor than any other 
grain they commonly buy. Since then 
it would be almott impoffible to furnifh 
them with what they call bread-corn, 
on account of its fcarcity and high 
price, they 'may be greatly relieved by 
what I am going to propofe, which is 
this; 

That, in every parifh, a collection 
be made by the minifter and church- 
wardens from door to door. 

That, when fuch collection is made, 
the principal inhabitants meet, and a- 
gree with a miller or millers to fell 
them a quantity of oat-meal, at the 
market price, proportion’d to the num- 
ber of labourers and poor in that pa- 
rifh. 

That a lit be taken of all the fami- 
lies of labourers and poor, with the 
number of perfons in each. 

That notice be given at the church 
door, fignifying the day when the meal 
will be fold. 

That, to fave much trouble, and 
prevent wafte and lofs by meafuring 
it twice, at the fame time it is received 
from the millers, it be fold to the 
poor for ready money only, one third, 
or thereabouts, below the prime colt. — 

That the file be continued once a 
week, till all the collection be difpofed 
of; or, to fave tronble, once a fort- 
night, and at no other time, by one 
or two church-wardens, and fome weil 
difpofed perfons who have leifure to 
attend ; and an account be kept, if it 
can be done conveniently. 

That, to prevent all difputes, a cer- 
tain fixed quantity of meal (a peck, 
more or lefs, as the fund will allow) 
be fold at one time to a family con- 
lilting of four perfons; and to others 


in the fume proportion. 
That all fervants who receive their 


wages in corn be excluded, unlefs it 
appear that they have not a fufliciency 


for theie families. 
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This is an abftra& of the orders and 
rules agreed upon by a certain parith, 
in the county of Worthumberland, 
which has fhewn an uncommon rea- 
dinefs to mitigate the hardfhips of the 
times. 

The advantages of the above me- 
thod of relief will be very preat.—It 
brings down the price of meal fo low, 
as to bear an equitable proportion to 
the wages that are commonly given 
for labour.—None but the indaltrious 
can have the benefit of this charity. — 
Many will have the affurance to re- 
ceive charity in this genteel manner, 
wno would blufh to receive it barely 
as charity. —Tho’ a fund raifed and 
diftributed in this way may be tar from 
maintaining any family; it will how- 
ever be a great relief; and help to 
keep many from ftarving, who are 
now afhamed to make their wants 
known, and feveral of whom, I am 
affared, ufe little more than a third of 
the corn they did four or five years a- 
go: An affecting confideration this to 
a humane breaft; whether this deficien- 
cy be otherwife fupplied or not! Itis 
melancholy, if it is not; and [ill 
miferable, if it is fupplied with food 
that is lefs nourifhing, or lefs whole- 
fome.—As the clergy are generally 
the firft with their advice and recom- 
mendation in molt charities; fo it is 


to be hoped they will all convince the 


world, that they mean what they 
preach, by chearfully leading the way, 
as feveral have already done, on the 


prefent diltrefling occafion. 
Lam yours, 


Se. Be 
P.S. A 2d and 3d collefion may 
be made, if neceilary, after the firit is 
diftributed. 


AS PR RR 
A curious Account of the Elephant, ex- 


tra@ed from the New Hiftory of the 
Ea(t-indies. 


oO other countries in the world 
but the Jidies, and fome fouth- 
thern 
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thern provinces in Africa, produce 
Elephants; but the Indian are much 
better than the African in quality. 
This animal, the large(t, and the molt 
extraordinary in its nature, which the 
earth produces, deferves to be confi- 
dered in the firlt place. As favage of 
itfelf as the Tiger or the Liov, it muit 
be hunted like other wild beafts, and 
there were none among the ZJndians 
but the fhepherds who had that per- 
mifon. They inclofed, by a large 
and a deep ditch, a plain about a quar- 
ter of a league in circumference, where 
they built a bridge of wood, and ho- 
vels into which they might retire. In- 
to this inclolure they carried fome 
tame female £/ephants, who drew the 
wild ones thither in the night-time, 
As foon as they had entered, the hun- 
ters retired out of the inclofure, drew 
off the bridge, and went into the 
neighbouring villages to feek for aid. 
Several days after, when they faw them 
weakened with hunger and thirft, they 
returned upon tame “/ephants, with 
which they purfued and harraffed 
them, until they had exhaulted their 
force. Then they bridled them and 
made incifions about their mouth, and 
round their neck,to render them more 
fenfible, and to ftop them when they 
made too violent a motion: after- 
wards they mounted and drove them 
into ftables by the force of blows. 

In other places, after having driven 
them out of the woods, they purfued 
them during the doy, and at evening 
drove them back to their retreats. 
In the mean time, the hunters who 
{taid behind had fet the foreft on fire. 
The Flephants, who are extreme] 
terr:fied at fire, {truck with the fight of 
the flames, remzined in fuch an afto- 
nifhment, that they fuffered themfelves 
to be ealily taken; and then they beat 
them till they were tamed, Never- 
thelefs, they were not intirely over- 
come. They found it neceifary to 
faiten them to pillars, and break them 
anew by blows and hunger. Some of 
them fell into a lanpuor, and the 
were Obliged to diffipate their melan- 
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choly by finging and the found of fome 
in{trument. 

Notwithftanding the enormous bulk 
of this animal, being twenty feet in 
circumference, he is of a docility and 
ingenuity approaching to the buman 
intelligence. He is fafceptible of love, 
affection and gratitude, to fuch a de- 
gree as to pine away with prief when 
he has loft his keeper. He is obferved 
to be tran{ported with grief, and ready 
to kill himfelf, when in a furious mo- 
ment he has killed or treated him ill. 

This tendernefs is obfervableon dif- 
ferent occafions, The abfence of their 
mate contributes more than any thing 
elfe to tame them, and to make them 
forget their natural {trength; for it is 
alledged, that they never place their 
affections on a fecond. There are 
places where they are taken in deep 
ditches, the furface whereof they cover 
flightly over. When the mother per- 
ceives her young one is fallen in, the 
anxiety which fhe feels, and the love 
which the bears him, makes her throw 
herfelf into the fame f{nare, although 
inftinét informs her that there fhe muft 
iofe her liberty, and perhaps her Jife. 
She never abandons him in danger, 
and fufters herfelf to be killed firft. 
When fhe is obliged to pafs a river, 
fhe takes him on ber trunk, and quits 
him not till fhe has got to the other 
fide. If he is able to fwim, he takes 
the water -firft, Ieft the huge bulk of 
the re{t fhould make it fwell, and ren- 
der the paffage moredifficult. If they 
meet with one in the fields who is fick 
or wounded, they do him al! imagina- 
ble pood offices, feeking herbs and o- 
ther remedics to comfort him. If he 
dies they do not leave his body ex- 
pofed; they inter it, and cover the 
grave with branches of trees. 

They were trained to have a vene- 
ration for the prince worthy of his 
majelty. As foon as they faw him, 
they bent their knees to worfhip 
him after the manner of the Ori- 
entals, and raifed themfelves up im- 
mediately after. Some kings of the 
indies kept twenty of them, who in 
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time of war guarded their tent by 
turns; and in battle they had not 
more zealous defenders. That which 
js related of the Elephant of Porus, 
is almoft incredible. That animal 
perceiving his mafter exhaulted by the 
wounds with which he was covered, 
lowered himfelf that he might let him 
down without hurting him, and pulled 
out with his trank the arrows with 
which he was all ftuck over. But he 
feeing that he was lofing all his blood, 
he took him again upon his back, and 
carried him to his camp. 

filian velates (Lib. iii. c. 46.) a par- 
ticular inftance of an /ndian lord. He 
had found a young white Elephant 
which he bred up with great care. 
That animal ferved him for his ordi- 
nary riding, and gave him all the 
marks of the moft tender friendfhip. 
The king being informed of his mild- 


~ nefs and ingenuity, afked him for him- 


felt; but the lord to whom he belong- 
ed could not think of parting with 
him, and to fhew the confequences of 
his refufal, fled to the mountains. He 
was purfued thither by order of the 
prince; and getting on the top ofa 
rock he fuftained a long affault, parry- 
ing the arrows and defending himfelf 
by throwing of ftones, in which he 
was perfectly well feconded by his F/e- 
plant, who alfo threw them with all 
imaginable dexterity. ~Yet thefoldiers 
mounted in fpite of that generous re- 
filtance. Then the animal full of fury 
threw himfelf amongft them, overturn- 
ed many with his trunk, dafhed them 
In pieces, put the reft to flight, took up 
his wounded mafter, and carried him 
off. Whata reproach is this, adds the 
fame naturalift, to thofe ingrateful men, 
who having received their education, 
and pethaps their fubftance, from thote 
who took them into their friendthip, 
notwithftanding abandon them when- 
ever they behold them languifhing un- 
der the frowns of fortunes. Such men 
are at beft the friends of our profperiry 
and favours, who value us only as we 
are ufetul to them, 

When Pyrrtus entered the city of 
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Argos by force, one of his folviers 
mounted upon an Elephant, receiving 
a dangerous wound, was thrown upon 
the ground. The Elephaxt having loft 
his mafter in the croud, ronged about 
in a ftrange manner till he had found 
him. He then took himup in his trunk, 
put him upon his teeth, and returned 
in fury to the port of the town, over- 
throwing and trampling under his feet 
all that came in his way. (Plutarch. 
in Pyrrho. ) 

To this inftin& of humanity, the 
Elephant joins an extraordinary force 
proportioned to his {tature, which ren- 
ders him the {trongeft of all snimals. 
They trained them to war, and made 
them the terror of the enemy, by the 
flaughter which they occafioned, when 
they gave them the fignal to advance. 
This happened by the found of drums 
and trumpets, by the fight of blood al- 
ready fpilt, at which they have a hor- 
ror, or by the view of certain liquors 
which refemble it, as the juice of Mul- 
berries or Grapes. In an inftant they 
make a furious affault, throw them- 
felves acrofs the battalions, and carry 
every where terror, diforder, and death. 
The fmell and dreadful bellowing of 
thefe animals occafion flill more dif- 
order among the horfes than the men. 
At the firft attack they are {truck with 
terror, they cannot be made to ac- 


“vance, they fall back upon one ano- 


ther, and overthrow their ride:s. 
Cefar had but one Elephant, when he 
gave battle to Ca/oclan, king of the 
Britous, and he alone put tie whole 
army to flight. This was the princi- 
pal ufe which the Perfans the Syrians, 
and the Aewans who imitated them, 
made of them. 

Sometimes they built upon the back 
of thofe monflrous creatures great 
wooden towers of feveral flories, upon 
which the archers mounted, and fhot 
in’ fafety, having almolt their whole 
body under covert. In the battle 


which Ax/ischus Eupator gave to Fudas 
‘WMacchabeus, that king of Syrfa had 
more than thirty E/ephants of this 
kind, on each whereof were thirty-two 
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archers, who fhot arrows from all fides, 
and an /ndian who guided them. In 
the /udies they were ranged in the 
front of the ariny at a hundred paces 
diftance the one from the other, where 
they ferved as a rampart againit the e- 
nemy, till the moment when they were 
to be roufed and untied. Porus placed 
two hundred in the fame line when 
Alexander came to attack him. 

The Romans made ufe of them af- 
terwards in the lifts and combats of the 
Gladiators, This {pectacle was exhi- 
bited for the firft time in the 665th 
year of Rome, (Plin. |. viii.c.7.) At 
firit they only made them engage with 
buils, but afterwards with men, Pom- 
pey at the dedication of the temple of 
Venus, let twenty of them loofe in the 
circus ogain{t the captives of Gerulia, 
an 7frican people; and the circum- 
fiances of that combat have rendered it 
memorable to pollerity. An Elephant 
who had his feet cut off crawled toa 
troop of the Gerulians, whom he fhut 
up in a corner. He fnatched from 
them their bucklers, and threw them 
into the air with fuch force and dexte- 
rity, that none of them fell upon the 
{pectators. One would have faid, that 
he difarmed them rather to divert the 
people, than out of anger and revenge. 
One of them died by a flroke of a ja- 
velin, which pierced his eye and his 
temples, and this appear'd a prodigy. 
At halt the Getxu/ians difarmed, wound- 
ed, or exhaulted, by the length of fuch 
a furious combat, found themfelves in- 
capable of defence. The people took 
compafhon of them, and demanded of 
Pompey to fuffer them to leave the cir- 
cus; but he would not permit it, and 
caufed them all to perifh, in fpite of 
the cries and Jamentations of the affem- 
bly, who loaded him with all manner 
of imprecations. C.efar exhibited a 
fpeSacle of twenty Elephants againtt 
five hundred men, The emperors Ne- 
ro ond Claudius repeated it in the fame 
propoidon with £lephants armed with 
towers, 

That animal muft have been irri- 
tated and provoked a long time befoie 


he could be put into fury; cruelty was 
quite oppofite to his natural inftinc. 
A prince intending to have thirty men 
who had incurred his difpleafure pulled 
in pieces, caufed them to be fixed to 
ftakes, and let loofe againft them as 
many Elephants, appointing certain 
perfons to attack them to put them in- 
to fury. They became furious at laft ; 
but it was again{t thofe who provoked 
them, and the prince could not make 
them the minilters of his vengeance. 
This animal has compaflion for the 
defencelefs, and pities an enemy who 
is not equal to him in force. When 
he paffes through a flock of fheep, he 
fets them afide with his trunk, for fear 
he fhould deftroy them by trampling 
on them. When they fight with one 
another, they do not make ufe of their 
tuiks, leit they fhould difarm themfelves 
of weapons neceflary againit their ene- 
mies. 

It is hardly credible that thefe un- 
weildy and bulky creatures fhould be 
capable of memory, and that addrefs 
and ingenuity which have aftonifhed 
many, /MJutianus, whohad been thrice 
conful of Rome, (Plin. |. vili. c. 3-) 
affirmed that he had feen one who 
knew the Greek letters, and wrote 
down the words which were {poken to 
him by arranging thecharacters. An- 
other having been feverely punifhed 
by his matter, becaufe he could not 
retain his leflons, paffed the whole 
night in a contemplative attitude, and 
did that perfectly well in the morning, 
which he had failed to do the day be- 
fore. 

Almoft all of them underftood as 
much of the /adian langnage as re- 
garded themfelves. Some of them 
were fo tame that a child of twelve or 
thirteen years of age mounted them, 
guided them eafily and made them do 
whatfoever he pleafed. It would feem 
we might believe every thing of them 
after what Arrian relates, the fincerelt, 
the molt judicious, and leaft fabulous 
author of all the ancients. He fays 
(in Indies. c. 14.) that he faw one 
who had two cymbals at his lege, on 
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which he play’d a regular air with his 
trunk, while feveral others danced 
round about him to exact time. 

It is a matter of reproach to a man, 
that this animal fhould give him a lef: 
fon in modeity. He is never feen to 
touch the female. Inftinét inf{pires him 
with a particular horror for adultery ; 
and feveral faéts are related which fuf- 
ficiently manifelt it. An ladian dil- 
gulted at his wife, from whom years 
had taken the power of pleafing, re- 
folved to put her to death, that he 
might marry another, of whom he 
was paflionately enamoured, He cut 
her throat, and buried her privately in 
in the {table of his E/ephant. <A few 
days afterwards the creature feeing a 
new wife, took her up in his trunk, 
and carried her to the grave of her 
predeceffor, He opened it himfelf, and 
fhewed his new miftrefs the carcafe of 
his former one. He made her look 
upon it with attention, and fhewed her 
by that act of cruelty and barbarity 
what was the character of bim whom 
fhe had cholen for her hufband. 

Another in the fame kingdom, ha- 
ving caught his mafter’s wife in adul- 
tery, went and {truck her and her ac- 
complice through with his tufks, to 
fhew the hufband his zeal and fidelity. 
The fame thing happened at Rome in 
the reipn of the emperor Titus; with 
this difference, that the Z/ephant threw 
a covering on the two adulterers, that 
he might conceal, if poflible, the know- 
ledge of their crime. 

This animal is fixteen or eighteen 
months in the belly of his mother ; af- 
ier which he comes forth about the big- 
nefs of a calf. He does not arrive at 
his full ftrength until the age of fifty 
or fixty years; it is only then that they 
can build a tower upon his back. 
From his nofe there hangs a mafs of 
Jong and hollow fleth, which they call 
his trunk, and fometimes his hand, 
becaufe it is of infinite fervice to him, 
whether for feats of addrefs, or of 
{trength. He makes ule of it to carry 
things to his mouth. From that arife 


two teth, or prodigious tufks, which 
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prow to fix feet in length, from whence 
we have our ivory. As if this animal 
was acquainted with their value, or 
apprehended being killed on their ac- 
count, he hides them in the earth when- 
ever they fall from him through old 
age, or any other accident. The an- 
cients have taken them for his horns. 
The fkin upon his back is like a thick 
buckram, or rather a fuit of armour, 
which can fearce be cut through; but 
under his belly it is much thinner: It 
was this that gave E/eazar the thought 
to place himfelf under that which he 
believed carried Antiochus, and bury 
his {word in its body, although he 
well forfaw he muit be cruthed to 
pieces by its fall. Every body knows 
they do not lie down to fleep. 

Their ordinary food is prafs or 
corn; but they are very fond of {weets, 
fuch as barley-fugar, and this they give 
themtotamethem. They make thofe 
whom they defign for war drink the 
wine of the country, that is to fay, 
beer. But others, who are weaker, 
and only fit for labour, drink nothing 
but water, which they love beft when 
itis muddy. ‘They are fudject to dif- 
ferent diftempers, of which the /zdians 
know the remedies; and this makes 
that animal Jive two or three hundred 
vears (Plin. 1. viii. c. 10. /an. I. iv. 
c. 31. Strab. 1. xv.) Apollonius Ty- 


“aneus, or Damis, related that they 


had feen in the city of Taxi/a, the E- 
lephant of the famous Porus, with two 
circles of gold round his tufks, in 
which it was written in Greek charac- 
ters, that A/exander, in elleem of him, 
had confecrated him tothe fun. Ae 
that time he mult have been above 
4oo years old. But their too great 
Jove for the marvellous renders this 


fufpected. 
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The Greatnefs of the Crowds that 
flocked for many fucceflive Nights, 
tu the Reprefentation of the Trage- 
dy of Douglas. on the Edinburgh 
Stage, occafioned the following Ad- 
monition of the Prefbytery there, to 
all within their bounds. 


At Edinburgh, the 5th Day of fan. 
1757. 
HE. prefbytery taking into their 
Fs ferious confideration, the de- 
clining ftate of religion, the open pro- 
fanation of the lord’s day, the con- 
tempt of publick worfhip, the growing 
Juxury and levitv of the prelent ages 
in which fo many feem !overs of plea- 
fure, more than lovers of God: And 
being particulaly affe&ed with the 
UNPRECEDENTED COUNTENANCE 
given of lite to the playhoufe in this 
place, when the flate of the nation, 
and the circumftance of the poor, 
make fuch hurttul entertainments {till 
more pernicious, judged it their indif- 
penfabie auty to exprefs, in the moft 
open and folemn manner, the deep 
concern they feel on this occafion, 

The opinion which the chriftien 
church has always entertained o: iiage 
plays and players, as prejudicial to the 
interefts of religion and morality, is 
well known; and the fatal influence 
which they commoniy have on the 
far greater part of mankind, particular- 
Jy the younger fort, is too obvious to 
be called in queition. 

To enomerate how many fervants, 
apprentices, and ftudents in different 
brunches of literature, in this city and 
fuburbs, have been feduced from their 
proper buiinefs, by attending the ftage, 
woold bea painful, difapreeable tafk. 

The prefbytery, inthe year 1727, 
when confilting of many pious, pro- 
dent, abd Jearncd minitters, whofe 
praife is in all the churches, being a- 
ware of thefe evils, did prepare a pa- 
per, which was read from the feveral 
polpits within their bounds, warning 
their pcople againft the dangerous in- 
fection of the theatre then erected here. 


%, 


In the year 1737, the legiflature, in 
their great wifdom, did, by an a& of 
the 10th of George II. enact and de- 
clare, “‘ That every perfon who fhould, 
for hire or reward, act, or caufe to be 
acted any play, or other entertainment 
of the {tage, without the fpecial licence 
and authority mentioned in the faid 
act, fhould be deemed a rogue anda 
vagabond, and for every fuch offence 
fhould forfeit the fum of sol. iter- 
ling.” 

At that time a project was fet on 
foot to obtain a licenfed theatre in 
this city; but the mafters and profef- 
fors of the univerfity, fupported by the 
magiftrates having prepared a petition, 
fetting forth the dangerous tendency 
of a playhoufe here with refpeé& to the 
important intcrefts of virtue and learn- 
ing, the project was laid afide. 

The players, however, being fo aus 
dacious as to continue to aét in defi- 
ance of the law, the prefbytery did, at 
their owa charge, profecute them be- 
fore the court of feflion; and prevail- 
ed in the procefs. The players were 
fined in terms of law; and warrants 
being iffued for apprehending them, 
they fled from jultice. But others 
came in their place; who fince that 
time have attempted to elude the law, 
b: changing the name of the playhoufe 
into that of the concert-hall. 

As fuch a flight evafion, the mere 
change of a name, could not make 
the {malle{t variation in the nature 
of the thing, the prefbytery con- 
tinued to do all in their power, and 
in their {phere, to prevent the grow- 
ing evil; and think themfelves at 
this time loudly called upon, in one 
BODY, and with ONE VOICE, to ex- 
poltulate, in the bowels of love and 
compaflion, with all under their care 
and infpection. 

When our gracious fovereign, atten- 
tive to the voice of providence is cal- 
ling from the throne of humiliation 
and prayer, how unfeemly it is for his 
fubjects to give themfelves up to mirth 
and jolity; When the war in which 
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For, . 


we are engaged, and. many awful to - 
kens of the divine difpleafure, befpeak 
ts, in the language of an infpired wri- 
ter, to redeem the time becaufe the 
days are evil, flyould that time be 
fquandered away in running the con- 
fant round of foolifh, not to fay fin- 
fal amufements ? When the wants and 
cries of the numeréus poor require ex- 
traordinary fupplies, how unaccounta- 
ble’ is it to lavifh away vaft fums for 
fuch vain and idle purpofes? When 
the wifdom of the nation has guarded 
the inhabitants of this city and fuburbs 
from the infection of the ftage, by a 
plain and exprefs ftatute; is it nota 
high inftance of folly, to break down 
that barrier, and open a. door with 
their own hands for theatrical repre- 
fentations? which are in many re- 
ipeéts no lefs inconfiftent with good 
policy, than unfriendly to religion; 
and will be found, fooner or later, to 
affect their temporal as well as fpiritu- 
al interefts. 

On thefe accounts, and for many 
other obvious and weighty confidera- 
tions, the prefbytery, warmed with 
jult concern for the good of fouls, do, 
in the fear of God, WARN, EXHORT, 
and osTesT all within their bounds, 
as they regard the glory of God, the 
credit of our holy religion, and their 
own welfare, to walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith, they are called, 
by thewing a facred regard to the lord’s 
day, and all the ordinances of divine 
inftitution; and by difcouraging, in 
their refpective {pheres, the illegal and 
dangerous entertainments of the f{tage. 

The prefbytery would plead with 
ALL in authority, with TEACHERS 
of youth, PARENTS, and MASTERS 
of families, to reftrain, by every habile 
method, fuch as are under their in- 
fluence, from frequenting thefe femi- 
naries of folly and vice. They would 
particularly befeech the younger part 
of their flock, to beware, left, by ex- 
ample, or from a foolifh defire of ap- 
pearing in the fafhionable world, they 
be mifled into fuch pernicious fnares ; 
which, muft neceffarily retard, if not 
entirely vr that progrefs in the re- 


* es a ye 


MAR CH 


1757¢ 149 


{pective parts of their education, on 
which their future ufefulnefs and fuc- 
cefs depend. And, laftly, they would 
intreat and obteft perfons of all ranks 
and conditions, that, inftead of con- 
tributing to the growing licentiouf- 
nefs of the age, they may diftinguifh 
themfelves by fhining as lights in the 
world, being blamelefs and harmlefs, 
the fons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midft of a crooked and perverfe 
nation; occuryinG, for the great 
purpofes of the honour of God and 
the good of mankind, that time, that 
fubftance, and thofe other talents which 
they have received from their lord 
and matter. 

On the whole, the prefbytery do, in 
the moft earneft manner, call upon all 
who have the intereft of religion at 
heart, to plead fervently at the throne 
of grace, in the prevailing name of the 
great mediator, until the /pirit be pour- 
ed upon us from on high, and the wil- 
dernefs be a fruitful field, and the 

Sruitful field be counted for a forefl + 
Then judgment fhall dwell in the wil 
dernef/s, and righteoujnefs remain in 
the fruitful field; and the work of 
righteoufnefs fhall be peace, and the 


effet of righteoufnefs, quietnefs and af~ 


furance for ever. 


—. The prefbytery appoint this ApMo- 


NITION and EXHORTATION to be 
read from all the pulpits within their 
bounds, on the laft Sabdath, being the 
thirtieth day of this month, immedi- 
ately after divine fervice before noon. 


REMARKS on the above Tragedy. 


N the 14th of Marcd, 1757, this 
tragedy was perform’d at Co- 


vent-Garden Theatre to a moft nu- 
merous and fplendid audience. As 
this author writes intirely on the fide 
of morality, we cannot conceive why 
an inflammatory fpirit fhould have a- 
rofe againft him in his own country. 
It may, however, be fome confolation 
to him, that from a Briti/b audience 
he has met with the warmell teftimoni- 
als of approbation, and that he has 
fent many of them home, if not better 
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The Greatnefs of the Crowds that 
flocked for many fucceflive Nights, 
tu the Reprefentation of the Trage- 
dy of Douglas. on the Edinburgh 
Stage, occafioned the following Ad- 
monition of the Prefbytery there, to 
all within their bounds. 


At Edinburgh, the 5th Day of fan. 
1757. 
HE prefbytery taking into their 

‘ ferious confideration, the de- 
clining ftate of religion, the open pro- 
fanation of the lord’s day, the con- 
tempt of publick worfhip, the growing 
Juxury and levitv of the prelent ages 
in which fo many feem !overs of plea- 
fure, more than lovers of God: And 
being particulaly affefed with the 
UNPRECEDENTED COUNTENANCE 
given of fste to the playhoufe in this 
place, when the flate of the nation, 
and the circumftance of the poor, 
miake fuch hurttul entertainments {till 
more pernicious, judged it their indif- 
penfabie duty to exprefs, in the moft 
open and folemn manner, the deep 
concern they feel on this occafion, 

The opinion which the chriftian 
church has always entertained o; iiage 
plays and players, as prejudicial to the 
interelts of religion and morality, is 
well known; and the fatal influence 
which they commonly have on the 
far greater part of mankind, particulars 
jy the younger fort, is too obvious to 
be called in quettion. 

To enumerate how many fervants, 
apprentices, and ftudents in different 
branches of literature, in this city and 
fuburbs, have becn feduced from their 
proper bufinefs, by attending the ftage, 
would bea painful, difagreeable tafk. 

The prefbytery, inthe year 1727, 
when confilting of many pious, pro- 
dent, and Jearned miniiters, whofe 
praife is in all the churches, being a- 
ware of thefe evils, did prepare a pa- 
per, which was read from the feveral 
pulpits within their bounds, warning 
their people againft the dangerous in- 
fection of the theatre then erected here. 


In the year 1737, the legiflature, in 
their great wifdom, did, by an a& of 
the roth of George II. enac& and de- 
clare, “© That every perfon who fhould, 
for hire or reward, aét, or caufe to be 
acted any play, or other entertainment 
of the {tage, without the fpecial licence 
and authority mentioned in the faid 
act, fhould be deemed a rogue anda 
vagabond, and for every fuch offence 
fhould forfeit the fum of sol. ifter- 
ling.” 

At that time a project was fet on 
foot to obtain a licenfed theatre in 
this city; but the matters and profef- 
fors of the univerfity, fupported by the 
magiftrates having prepared a petition, 
fetting forth the dangerous tendency 
of a playhoufe here with refpe& to the 
important intcrefts of virtue and learn- 
ing, the project was laid afide. 

The players, however, being fo au 
dacious as to continue to aét in defi- 
ance of the law, the prefbytery did, at 
their owa charge, profecute them be- 
fore the court of feflion; and prevail- 
ed in the procefs. The players were 
fined in terms of law; and warrants 
being iffued for apprehending them, 
they fled from jultice. But others 
came in their place; who fince that 
time have attempted to elude the law, 
by changing the name of the playhoofe 
into that of the concert-hall, 

As fuch a flight evafion, the mere 
change of a name, could not make 
the {malleit variation in the nature 
of the thing, the prefbytery con- 
tinued to do all in their power, and 
in their {phere, to prevent the grow- 
ing evil; and think themfelves at 
this time loudly called upon, in one 
BODY, and with ONE VOICE, to ex- 
poltulate, in the bowels of love and 
compaflion, with all under their care 
and infpection. 

When our gracious fovereign, atten- 
tive to the voice of providence is cal- 
ling from the throne of humiliation 
and prayer, how unfeemly it is for his 
fubjects to give themfelves up to mirth 
and jolity; When the war in which 
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we are engaged, and many awful to- 
kens of the divine difpleafure, befpeak 
ts, in the language of an infpired wri- 
ter, to redeem the time becaufe the 
days are evil, flyould that time be 
{quandered away in running the con- 
fant round of foolifh, not to fay fin- 
fal amufements ? When the wants and 
cries of the numer6éus poor require ex- 
traordinary fuppli¢és, how unaccounta- 
ble’ is it to lavifh away vaft fums for 
fuch vain and idle purpofes? When 
the wifdom of the nation has guarded 
the inhabitants of this city and fuburbs 
from the infection of the ftage, by a 
plain and exprefs ftatute; is it nota 
high inftance of folly, to break down 
that barrier, and open a. door with 
their own hands for theatrical repre- 
fentations? which are in many re- 
{pects no lefs inconfiftent with good 
policy, than unfriendly to religion; 
and will be found, fooner or later, to 
affect their temporal as well as fpiritu- 
al interefts. 

On thefe accounts, and for many 
other obvious and weighty confidera- 
tions, the prefbytery, warmed with 
jult concern for the good of fouls, do, 
in the fear of God, WARN, EXHORT, 
and ostestT all within their bounds, 
as they regard the glory of God, the 
credit of our holy religion, and their 
own welfare, to walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith, they are called, 
by thewing a facred regard to the lord’s 
day, and all the ordinances of divine 
inflitution; and by difcouraging, in 
their refpedtive fpheres, the illegal and 
dangerous entertainments of the {tage. 

The prefbytery would plead with 
ALL in authority, with TEACHERS 
of youth, PARENTS, and MASTERS 
of families, to reftrain, by every habile 
method, fuch as are under their in- 
fluence, from frequenting thefe femi- 
naries of folly and vice. They would 


particularly befeech the younger part 
of their flock, to beware, left, by ex- 
ample, or from a foolifh defire of ap- 
pearing in the fafhionable world, they 
be mifled into fuch pernicious fnares ; 
which muft necefflarily retard, if not 
entircly mar that progrefs in the re- 
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{pective parts of their education, on 
which their future ufefulnefs and fuc- 
cefs depend. And, laftly, they would 
intreat and obteft perfons of all ranks 
and conditions, that, inftead of con- 
tributing to the growing licentiouf- 
nefs of the age, they may diftinguifh 
themfelves by fhining as lights in the 
world, being blamelefs and harmlefs, 
the fons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midft of a crooked and perverfe 
nation; occuryinG, for the great 
purpofes of the honour of God and 
the good of mankind, that time, that 
fubftance, and thofe other talents which 
they have received from their lord 
and matter. 

On the whole, the prefbytery do, in 
the moft earneft manner, call upon all 
who have the intereft of religion at 
heart, to plead fervently at the throne 
of grace, in the prevailing name of the 
great mediator, until the /pirit be pour- 
ed upon us from on high, and the wil- 
dernefs be a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field be counted for a forefl: 
Then judgment fhall dwell in the wil 


dernefs, and rightcoujnefs remain in 


the fruitful field; and the work of 


righteoufnefs fhall be peace, and the 


effec of righteoufnefs, quietness and af~ 


furance for ever. 


—- The prefbytery appoint this ApDMo- 


NITION and ExHORTATION to be 
read from all the pulpits within their 
bounds, on the laft Sabdath, being the 
thirtieth day of this month, immedi- 
ately after divine fervice before noon. 


REMARKS on the above Tragedy. 


N the 14th of Marcd, 1757, this 
tragedy was perform’d at Co- 


vent-Garden Theatre to a moft nu- 
merous and fplendid audience. As 
this author writes intirely on the fide 
of morality, we cannot conceive why 
an inflammatory {pirit fhould have a- 
rofe againft him in his own country. 
It may, however, be fome confolation 
to him, that from a Briti/> audience 
he has met with the warmell tef{timoni- 
als of approbation, and that he has 
fent many of them home, if not better 
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lovelinefs of virtue. We cannot, at 
prefent, pretend to give an exact cri- 
tique on this piece, but a fhort hiftory 
of our own affections, while under his 
operation, is in our power, and that 
we beg leave to offer to the public. 
From the opening of the play, we felt 
our paffions irrefiltably feized, and at- 
tached to the fubje&t: Mrs Woffington, 
who begins it, breaks into a beautiful 
pathos, at once poetical and fimple: As 
the {tory unfolds itfelf by degrees the 
intereft grew ftronger; and upon the 
introduction of Mr Barry our hopes 
and fears were agreeably fet at vari- 
ance. The f{cene in which Mr Sparks 
makes kis firft appearance feemed to 
us admirably written, and very finely 
performed by the player: The paltoral 
fimplicity of his language and the pu- 
rity of his manners were higly plea- 
fing: Our expectation is well worked 
up, and terror and pity reign in every 
breaft, till by due degrees the ditcovery 
is made, when a tide of joy breaks in 
upon us. There is likewife a great 
deal of tendernefs between the mother 
and the fon when fhe difcovers her- 
{elf to him; and Mr Barry in the 
paffage, which fucceeds this, enter- 
tained his auditors with fome maftterly 
firokes of acting. The cataftrophe 
was likewife very affecting: Hope, 
joy, terror, and pity, which are the 
true tragic paflions, were here agitated 
to a very high degree of emotion. 
Upon the whole, the character appear- 
ed to us well drawn; the diction has 
an eafy flrength, no were too rich, ge- 
nerally expreflive, often impaflioned, 
and fometimes fublime. Though the 
fible bears a refemblance to that of 
Mercte, yet the circumftances are fuffi- 
ciently varied, Mr Barry acquitted 
himtelf weli in his part; Mrs (Vojixg- 
ton convinced us, that fhe can touch 
the tender paflions very feelingly, and 
Mr Sparés role greatly above himfelf 
by defcynding, if we may be allowed 
the antithefis, from the fuftian of a@- 
ing to the {imple workings of nature. 
To conciede, we met with a very pa- 
thetic entertainment thisnight, and will 
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men, at leaft very fenfibly alive to the 


venture to promife our readers the famé 
pleafing melancholy whenever they 
chufe to fee the tragedy of Douglas. 


FurTHER REMARKS. 


HE dedicatory letter, prefixed by 

Mr ume tohis four difertations,* 
lately publifh’d, raifed an expectation, 
with refpect to this compofition, which 
perhaps has not been intirely gratified. 
The very elegant author of that ad- 
drefs, whofe knowledge and tafte are 
indifputable in fubjects of literature, 
has formed his fentiments of dramatic 
poetry, from thefe exquifite models 
we have derived from Sophocles and 
Euripides. In the mafterly producti- 
ons of thofe artifts, fimplicity of defign 
appears the effential beauty. One ac- 
tion, of fvfficient importance to com- 
mand the attention and attach the af- 
fections of an audience, is at all times 
kept in view, and no fubordinate e- 
vents are introduced, but what imme- 
diately tend to the completion of the 
principal defign. From this fimple 
{ketch of the Greek Drama, it will be 
obvious to the reader, that a play con- 
ducted upon this plan, which the moft 
able critics, from Ariffotle down to 
Brumoy, have eltablifhed as the invari- 
able ftandard of the tragic Drama, 
muft want the principal requifite to take 


hold 


* «* T own too, that I have the ambition to 
** be the firft who fhail in publick exprefs his 
** admiration cf your noble tragedy of Douglas ; 
** one of the moft interefting and pathetic pieces, 
** that ever was exhibited on any theatre, Should 
‘ Tgiveit the preferenceto the Merope of Mafftr, 
** and to that of “c/tatre, which it refembles 
** in its fubject 5 fhould I affirm, that it contain- 
** ed more fire and fpirit than the former, more 
** tendernefs and fimplicity than the latter; I 
** might be accufed of partiality: And how 
** could I entirely acquit myfelf, after the pro- 
** feffions of friendfhip which I have made you ? 
** But the unfeigned tears which flowed from 
‘‘ every eye, in the numerons reprefentations 
** which were made of it on this theatre; the 
** unparalleled command, which you appeared 
** to have over every affeétion of the human 
** breaft: Thefe are inconteftible proofs, that 
** you poffefs the theatric genius of Shakefpear 
** and Orqway, refined from the unhappy barbae 
*‘rifm of the one, and licentioufnefs of the 
*other.”’ [Hume's Dedication, ] 
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hold of the mind of an Exgli/h affem- 
bly of fpectators, who have been fo 
Jong accuftomed to be entertained with 
an amazing feries of incidents, thrown 
together often without any confiltency, 
and feldom with any regularity of de- 
fign. Thefe few obfervations will 
perhaps explain why tj} has not 
been received with the fame warmth 
with which the ingenious dedicator de- 
fervedly {peaks of it. In criticifing 
this tragedy, it will be unneceflary to 
enter into an inveitigation of the man- 
agement of the plot, which would lead 
us farther than our Jimits will permit. 
Let it {uffice to fay, that there is an 
unity of defign, rendered extremely 
interefting by adiverfity of fituations, 
which all lead to one point, and engage 
the heart, without diftracting the atten- 
tion of the audience. Lady Raxdolph, 
whofe character is finely drawn, opens 
the play ina {train of poeticmelancholy, 
which marks, in a mafterly manner, 
the gloomy ftate of her mind — 


Ye woodsand wilds, whofe melancholy gloom 
Accords with my foul’s fadnefs, and draws forth 
The voice of forrow from my burfting heart, 
Farewel a while: I will not leave you long; 
For in your fhades { deem fome fpirit dwells, 
Who from the chiding ftream, or groaning oak, 
Still hears, and anfwers to Matilda’s moan. 

O Douglas! Douglas! If departed ghofts 

Are e’ere permitted to review this world, 
Within the circle of that wood thou art, 

And with the paffion of immortals hear’ ft 

My lamentation: hear’ ft thy wretched wife 
Weep for her hufband flain, her infant loft. 
My biother’s timelefs death I feem to mourn; 
Who perifh’d with thee on this fatal day. 

To thee I lift my voice ; to thee addres 
The plaint which mortal ear has never heard, 
O difregard me not ; though I am call’d 
Another’s now, my heart is wholly thine. 


It is not befide the fubject to obferve 
here, that Mrs Woffington uttered this 
fpeech with moft affecting accents, and 
in her whole perfon difplayed an ele- 
gance of dejection, which has feldom 
been feen on the ftage. The amiable 
author of E//rida remarks that Shake- 


foear is perhaps the only Englifh dra- 
iter, who could unite fenti- 


matic wr! te fe 
ment with paflion. We are inclined 


to think, this gentleman will be of 





M:-A RR C H 


1757. 


Ist 


opinion, that Mr Hume has happily 
fueceeded in this very difficult tafk, in 
the following paflages—— 


Scarce one they gone, when my ftern fire was 
told 

That the falfe ftranger was lord Douglas’ fon. 

Frantic with rage, the baron drew his {word 

And qucftioned me. Alone, forfaken, faint, 

Kneel:ng beneath his fword, fault’ ring I took 

An oath equivocal, that I never would 

Wed one ot Deuglas name. Sincerity 

Thou firft of virtues, let no mortal leave 

Thy onward path ! altho’ the earth fhould gape, 

And from the gulph of hell deftructiog cry 

To take difiimulation’s winding way. 

Alas! Tam fore befet! let never man, 

For fake of lucre, fin againft his foul ! 

Eternal juftice is in this maft juft! 

I, guiltleis now, muft former guilt reveal. 


The difcovery of Douglas, by means 
of a fhepherd, who is taken up as an 
affaffine, affords perhaps one of the 
fineft fcenes on the ftage. ‘The whole 
is the Janguage of nature, and the in- 
fant’s hiltory is developed in the molt 
fimple artlefs manner, each circum- 
{tance ftrengthening the preceding, 
and preparing the audience for the 
important fecret, when mentioning the 
incident of the youth’s attacking a de- 
fperate band of robbers, which adven- 
ture young Norval had before related 
of himfelf, puts it beyond all doubt, 
that the young hero can be no other, 
than lady Randolph’s fon. We do 
not recollect a denouement managed 
with more art, that is, with lefs ap- 
pearance of it, than th. circumftance 
we have juft pointed out; and think 
this part of the play, may, without 
any difrefpe& to Sophocles, be com- 
pared to the management of the Gre- 
cian bard, in his admired tragedy of 
Oedipus. Quotations would be end- 
lefs, fhould we undertake to point out 
all the ftriking paflages in this play, 
in which it is obfervable, that the au- 
thor every where {peaks the language 
of paffion, and is in this refpea very 
properly comipared ta Ofaay, though 
perhaps the latter fometimes goes out 
of his way for poetical ornaments. 
How beautiful are the following lines 
fpoken by lady Randc/ph, upon hear- 


ing of the Daxi/h defeat. 
Hove, 
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How many mothers fhall bewail their fons! 
How many widows weep their hufbands flain ! 
Ye dames of Denmark! ev’n for you I feel, 
Who, fadly fitting on the fea beat fhore, 
Long look for lords that never hall return. 


Likewife in the following 
In the wild deferton a rock he fits, 
Or on fome namelefs ftream’s untrodden banks, 
And ruminates all day his dreadful fate. 
At times, alas! not in his perfe€t mind ! 
Holds dialogues with his lov’d brother’s ghoft ; 
And oft each night forfakes his fullen couch, 
To make fad orifons for him he flew. 


Nor can I forbear to add 
O! tell me who, and where my mother js! 
Oppreft by a bafe world, perhaps fhe bends 
Beneath the weight of other ills than grief 5 
And defolate, implores of heav'n, the aid 
Her fon fhould give. 


The following fentiment, in the 
mouth of Doug/as muft be fenfibly felt 








a2 


by every ingenuous mind,——- 


‘To the liege-lord of my dear native land 
J owe a fubjeét’s homage: but ev’n him 
And his high arbiration I'd reject. 
Within my bofom reigns another lord ; 
Honour, fole judge, and umpire of itfelf. 

The fifth act opens with a folemnity 
equal to the firft. | 
Douglas. This is the place the centre of the 

grove, 
Here ftands the oak, the monaych of the wood. 
How {weet and folemn is this midnight fcene ! 
The filver moon, unclouded, holds her way 


} 
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The HISTO 


LONDON, Feb. 26. 


HE feffions at the Old Bailey 
ended this day, when fix per- 
fons received {fentence of death, 

Richard Hughes, formerly an eminent 
taylor, for publifhing a forged letter of 
attorney, by which he defrauded per- 
fons unknown to the value of 3001. 
in government fecurities ; William 
Aarrit, and Thomas Marfh, for ftreet 
robberies ; Thomas Philips, for forge- 
ry; Wm Hardrodge, for ftealing bank 
notes to the value of 375 1. the proper- 
ty of Capt. Warren ; and Gabriel Sa- 
voy, for fhoplifting. 

The Hon. Wm Pitt, Efq; prefented, 
by his majelty’s order, the following 
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Thro’ fkies where I could count each little fiar* 
The fanning weft-wind:fcarcely ftirs the leaves; 
The river, rufhing o’er its pebbled bed, 
Impofes filence with a-ftilly found. 
In fuch a place as this at fych an hour, 
If anceftry can be in ought beliew’d, 
Defcending fpirits have convers’d with man, 
And told the fecrets of the world unknown. 
And, not to:trefpafs on the patience 
of the reader, we fhall only obferve 
farther, that the cataftrophe is brought 
about in a natural, tho’ unexpected 
manner, and nothing can be more ex- 
preflive of the inherent dignity of the 
hero of the tragedy, than the regret, 
which he utters, of not having had 
an opportunity of running the career 
otfeme, "': | : 


Unknown I die; no tongue thal! fpeak of me 
Some noble fpirits, judging by themfelves, 

May yet conjecture what I might have prov’d, 
And think Jife only wanting to my fame: 

But who thall comfort thee ? 

And now we fhall beg leave to clofe 
thefe remarks, with promifing the in- 
genious author the univerfal admirati- 
on of all true judges of this fpecies of 
writing, and will venture to affure him, 
that whatever Anathemas {ome of his 
brethren may pronounce againft him, 
the excommunication will be taken off 
in the court of Parnaffus. 
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meffage to the honourable houfe o 
Commons ; : 
- GEORGE R. 

“ His majelty, agreeably to his roy- 
“al word, for the fake of juftice, and 
“* of example to the difciplineof the na- 
*< vy, and for the fafety and honoar of 
“‘ the nation, was determined to have 
“< Jet the law take its courfe with rela- 
** tion to admiral Byng, as upon Mon- 
“day next; and refifted all folicita- 


** tions to the contrary. 


“¢ But being informed that a member 


“ of the Houfe of Commons, who was 
‘* a member of the court-martial, which 
“tried the faid admiral, has, in his 
** place, applied to the court, in behalf 
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“of himfelf, and feveral other members 
of the faid court, praying the aid of 
“ parliament to be relieved from the 
“ oath of fecrecy impofed upon courts 
“martial, in order to difclofe the 
* orounds whereon fentence of death 
“ paffed on the faid admiral, the refult 
“ of which difcovery may fhew the 
“fentence to be improper; his ma- 
“ jefty has thought fit to refpite the 
“execution ofthe fame, in order 
“that there may be an opportunity 
“of knowing by the feparate exami- 
“ nationof the members of the faid 
“ court, upon oath, what grounds there 
“is for the above fuggeftion. 

“‘ His majefty is determined ftill to 
Jet this fentence be carried into exe- 
“cution, unlefs it fhall appear, from 
“ the faid examintion, eat admiral 
“ Byng was unjultly condemned. 
| | G. R.” 

In confequence of this meflage, a 
motion was made for bringing in a bill 
to releafe from the obligation of the 
oath of fecrecy, the niembers of the 
court martial appointed for the trial of 
admiral Byng, purfuant to the excep- 
tion contained in the faid oath; and 
Mr Potter and Sir Francis Dafhwood 
being ordered to prepare the fame, it 


was accordingly prepared, prefented, _ 


tead, amended, and order’d to be en- 
profs’d all in one day.—On the break- 
ing up of the houfe, an order was dif- 
patched to Portfmouth to refpite the 
execution of the admiral to the 14th 
of March. =~ se  ! 

Feb. 28, The above bill was read 
the third time and pafs’d, and Mr Pot- 
ter was order’d to carry it to the lords 
for their concurrence.—The oaths now 
taken by the members of every court- 
martial are as follow: “I A. B. do 
“ fwear, That I will duly adminfter ju- 
 flice, according to the articles and 


‘© orders eftablifhed by an aét paffed in 
*¢ the twenty-fecond year of the reign 
“ of his majefty King George the fe- 
““ cond, for amending, explaining, and 
reducing into one act of parliament, 
“ the laws relating to the government 
** of his majefty’s fhips, veffels, and 
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* forces by fea, without partiality, fa- 
** vour, or affection ; and if any cafe 
*¢ fhall arife, which is not particularly 
*¢ mentioned in the faid articles and or 
** ders, I will duly adminifter juftice ac- 
“‘ cording to my conf{cience, the beft 
‘* of my underftanding, and the cuftom 
*¢ of the navy in the like cafes ; and I 
“ do further fwear, that I will not upon 
“¢ any account, at any time whatfoever, 
** difclofe or difcover the vote or opi- 
* nion of any particular member of this 
‘* court-martial, unlefs thereunto requi- 
“* red by act of parliament. 
~ “ So help me God.” 
Feb. 2. The Right Hon. the houfe 
of Peers took under their confidera- 
tion the bill to abfolve the members of 
the court-martial, &c. from their oath 
of fecrecy, and after examining the fe- 
veral members of the court-martial 
upon oath, unanimoufly rejected the 
faid bill. The principal queftions put 
to the feveral members were thefe. J. 
Whether you know any matter that 
paffed previous to the fentence paffed 
on admiral Byng, which may thew that 
fentence to have been unjuft ?>—II, 
Whether you know any matter that 
paffed previous to the faid fentence, 
which may fhew that fentence to have 
been given thro’ any undue practice or 
motive ?—III. Whether you are defi- 
reus that the bill now under the confi- 
deration of the houle, for difpenfin 
with the oath of fecrecy, fhould pafs 
into a law ?—IV. Whether you are of 
opinion, that you have any particulars 
to reveal, relative to the cafe of, and 
fentence paffed upon admiral Byng, 


which you judge neceflary for his ma- _ 


jefty’s information, and which you 
think likely to incline his majefty to 
mercy ? The firft and fecond que- 
{tions were unanimoufly anfwered in 
the negative, and the 3d and 4th were 
alfo anfwered in the negative by 
Vice Adm, Smith, } Capt. Geary, 

the prefident of | Capt. Boys, 

thecourt martial. | Capt. Simcoe, 
R.Ad. Holbourne. | Capt. Douglas, 
R. Ad. Broderick, | Capt. Bentley, 
Capt. Holmes. | Capt. Denis. 
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To the third, Rear Admiral Norris, 
Capt. Moore, and the Hon. Mr Keppel 
poe nate in the affirmative. The fe- 
veral an{wers of the Same gentlemen to 
the 4th, were as follows : 

Réar Adm. Norris. At the time I faid 
I was cefirous the act fhou'd take place, 


I underftood we fhould have an oppor-. 


tunity of delivering our particular rea- 
fons for figning the fentence, and let- 
ter of recommendation. 

Capt. Moore. I do not think myfelf 

at liberty, while I am under this oath, 
to anfwer that queftion. 
‘ The Hon. Mr Keppel. I think that 
I can’t anfwer that queition, without 
particularizing the reafons for my vote 
and opinion. 

March 6. The f{quadron at Port 
}*Orient and Breft put to fea with a fair 
wind. It has been fince reported that 
the Breft {quadron was prefently difper- 
fed, and almoft wholly difmalted by a 
violent ftorm, and obliged to return in- 
to port to refit. 

March 7. Three Couriers arrived at 
Whitehall ; one from Peterfburgh, a- 
nother from Copenhagen ; and the 
third from Drefden and Hanover. 
The difpatches were all of great import- 
ance, and a council was immediately 
held at St James’s. °Tis certain that 
the Emprets of Ruflia has declared to 
Sir Hanbury Williams, that fhe is re- 
folved to employ her forces to reftore 
the King of Poland to the poffeffion of 
his dominions 3 that the King of Pruf- 
fia has notify’d the arrival of a body of 
her troops, and their actual commiflion 
of holtilities in the ducal Pruflia; and 
that dilpofitions have been made by 
the regency of Hanoyer for affembling 
an army of obfervation on the frontiers 
of that electorate. 

March.g. Advice was received of 
the failing of the Breft f{quadron, con- 
filting of 16 fail of the line, with twelve 
frigates, firefhips, and tranf{ports. On 
this advice an exprefs was fent to 
{top the failing of the outward-bound 
merchantmen and tranf{ports, confilting 
of more than 4oo fail, till a {ftronger 

convoy is got ready for their pro- 
tection. 








March 12. A commiflion impower- 
ing the lord privy feal, and feveral o- 
ther lords to declare, and notify the 
royal affent to feveral public and private 
bills, was read this day in the Houfe of 
peers, and the royal affent given to— 
An act to prohibit for a limited time, 
the making of /ow wines and /pirits 
from wheat, barley, malt, or any other 
fort of grain, or from meal or flower, 
—An act for the better regulation of 
his majefty’s marine forces while on 
fhore.—To two road bills, and two 
private bills. 

March 14. Orders being given for 
all the men of war at Spithead to fend 
their boats, with the captains and all 
the officers of each fhip, accompanied 
by a party of marines under arms, to 
attend the execution of Mr Byng, they, 
in purfuance to that order, rowed from 
Spithead, and made the harbour a little 
after eleven o’clock with the utmoft 
difficulty and danger, it blowing a pr6- 
digious hard gale, the wind at W.N. W, 
and ebbing water. It was ftill more 
difficult to get up fo high as the Mo- 
narque lay, on board which fhip the 
admiral fuffered. Notwithftanding it 
blew fo hard, and the fea ran very high, 
there was a prodigious number of other 
boats round the fhips on the outfide of 
the men of war’s boats, which laft kept 
off all others. Not a foul was fuffer- 
ed to be on board the Monarque, ex- 
cept thofe belonging to the fhip. Mr 
Byng, accompanied by a clergyman 
who attended him during his confine- 
ment, and two gentlemer his relations, 
walked cut of the great cabbin to the 
quarter-deck, where he fuffered on the 
larboard-fide, a few minutes before 
twelve o’clock, He was dreffed in a 
light grey coat, white waiftcoat, and 
white {tockings, and a large white wig, 
and had in each hand a white handker- 
chief. He threw his hat on the deck, 

kneeled on a cufhion, tied one handker- 
chief over his eyes, and dropt the o- 
ther as a fignal, on which a volley 
from fix marines was fired, five of 
whofe bullets went through him, and 
he wasinan inftantno more. The 
fixth’went over his head, *° 
From 
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From his coming out of the cabbin 
could not be two minutes, till he fell 
motiontefs on his left fide. He died 
with great refolution and compofure, 
hot fhewing the leaft fign of timidity. 

The Ramillies, the fhip the admiral 
had in the Mediterranean, was riding 
at her moorings in the harbour, and 
about half an hour before he fuffered, 
fhe broke her mooring-chain, and only 
held by her bridle; which is looked on 
as a wonderful incident by people who 
do not confider the high wind at that 
time. 

The admiral juft before his execu- 
tion delivered to William Brough, Efq; 
tharfhal of the high coutr of admiralty, 
the following paper, addrefiing himfetf 
to him in thefe words. 

SIR, 

Hefe are my thoughts on this oc- 
a cafion. I give them to you that 
you may authenticate them, and pre- 
vent any thing fpurious being publifh- 
ed, that may tend to defame me. I 
have given a copy to one of my rela- 
tions. 

Few moments will now deliver 

me from the virulent perfecutions, 
and fruftrate the further malice of mine 
enemies. Nor need I envy them a life 
fubje& to the fenfations my _ injuries 
done me moft create. Perfuuaded I 
am, juftice will be done to my reputa- 
tion hereafter. The manner and caufe 
of the popular clamour and prejudice 
again{t me, will be feen through. I 
fhall be confidered (as I now perceive 
myfelf) a victim deftined to divert the 
indignation and refentment of an 
injured and deluded people from the 
proper objects. My enemies them- 
felves muft now think me innocent. 
Happy for me, at this my laft moment, 
that I know my own innocence, and 
am confcious that no part of my coun- 
try’s misfortunes can be owing to me. 
Theartily with the fhedding my blood 
may contribute to the happinefs and 
fervice of my country ; but cannot re- 
fign my juft claim to a faithful dif- 
charge of my duty according to the 
belt of my judgment, and the utmoft 
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exertion of my ability for his majefty’s 
honour, and my country’s fervice. I 
am forry that my endeavors were not 
attended with more fuccefs, and that 
the armament under my command pro- 
ved too weak to fucceed in an expedi- 
tion of fuch moment. 

Truth has prevailed over calumny 
and falfehood; and juftice has wiped 
off the ignominious {tain of my fup- 
pofed want of perfonal courage or dif- 
affection. My heart acquits me of 
thefe crimes. But who can be prefump- 
tuoufly fure of his own judgment? If 
my crime is an error in judgment, or 
differing in opinion from my judges; 
and if yet, the error in judgment fhould 
be on their fide, God forgive them, as 
Ido; and may the diltrefs of their 
minds, and uneafinefs of their confci- 
ences, which in jultice to me they have 
reprefented, be relieved and fubfide, as 
my refentment has done. 

The fupreme judge fees all hearts 
and motives; and to him I muft fub- 
mit the juftice of my caufe. 

jJ. BYNG. 
On board his Majefty’s Ship Mo- 
narque, iz Port{mouth Harbcur, 
March 14th, 1757. 

16. Arofe the greateft {torm of wind 
on the weftern coaft of this ifland that 
has been known :—At Liverpool it be- 
gan about 9, preceded by a creadfuk 
roaring of the fea. At 10 it blew a 
hurricane, and about rr veered to the 
W.N. W. and was attended with fuch 
heavy fqualls of wind, that the oldett 
perfon here don’t remember the like. 
The floop Duke, Thomas Deaze, for 
Drogheda; 2 river floop, Tarlton for 
Prelton ; and brigantine Quelter, Pot- 
ter, for Africa, funk. Brigantine 
Drogheda Merchant, James Heys for 
Drogheda, and the brigantine Man- 
chefter, Randle M’ Donald, for Lon- 
donderry, overfet, funk, and were 
ftranded ; all of them oppofite to the 
town. 

The fnow Monmouth, Twentyman, 
fhip Johnfon, Gawith, and {now Swale 
Pollard, for Virginia; fhip Trafford, 
Clarke, tor Philadelphia ; {now Hope- 

well, 
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well, Langford, for Barbadoes ; {now 
Mears, Barrel, for Africa; anda floop, 
Williams, from Holyhead, all riding 
at anchor at the Black Rock, parted 
their cables, and were put a fhore in 
Bootle Bay. The Marlborough, Ward, 
for Virginia; Rainbow, Harrifon, for 
Africa; and St Ancrew, Burton, for 
New-York, were the only veffels that 
rode it out there. The fhip Great- 
Britain, Hicks, from Riga, and the 
brig John, Clifton, for Yarmouth, were 
put on fhore near Knott’s Hole, The 
Liverpool Exchange, Urmfon; the 
Smithion, Salifbury, from. London, and 
Barnevelt, Howard, for London, were 
forced on fhore near Highlake; a 
Dutch veffel, name unknown, and all 
her crew perifhed. A pilot-boat, Wil- 
liam Cerlett, late owner and niaiter, 
met with the fame fate. Duke of Ar- 
gy!, Hardy, for Virginia; Carolina, 
Erfkine, for Barbadoes, with many: o- 
thers, parted their cables. Ship Alice, 
Brigs, from London, cut away her 
maits, and the Ince, boat, with feveral 
others were bulged and {tranded. 

The damage in the town was very 
confiderable, numbers of chimneys, 
fome houfes, and many walls, were le- 
vell’d with the earth; roofs ttripped, 
and fhowers of broken flates, bricks, 
&c. rendered the {treets impalfable. 
About 42 feet of the lofty {pire of St. 
Thomas’s chureh, (which was elteemed 
of the molt beautifel one in Europe) 
fell upon the church, broke through 
the roof, and has tore down the weit 

alleries. 

In the different parts of the adjacent 
country, barns, houles, and other 
buildings were {tripped, and many le- 
vell'd with the ground. Confiderable 
damage is done at Knowfley-hall, the 
feat of the Earl of Derby. Crohbie, 
Sephton, Woolfall, Spellow, and feve- 
ral other mills are blown down, ricks 
of hay entirely deftroyed and carried 
away. Happily for the fea coaft the 

_ tides were at the loweft, or in all pro- 
bability there would have been confide- 
derably more damage done; for though 
it was ebb-tide in courfe, yet the flood 


returned, or rather did not go out of 
the river, The gale abated and back- 
ed to N. N. W. and N. about one o’ 
clock in the afternoon. 

At Chefler above 100 chimnies were 
blown down, moft of the houfes f{trip- 
ped of their flating ; the chimnies at 
the minfter, and all the windows on 
one fide blown to pieces: and all along 
the adjacent road the houfes and barns 
were {tripped, and hundreds of large 
trees torn up by the roots. Ata lit- 
tle town called Aéton, within a mile of 
Northwich,the top of 1 the church fteeple 
beat in the roof of the church, and da- 
miag’d it to the amount of 2000]. At 
Nantwich the church is much fhatter- 
ed, and the houfes moftly ftripped. 

At Worcefter the wind blew down 
a {tack of chimnies at the town-hall, 
which beat thro’ the roof, and thence 
through the cieling over the nifi prius 
bar, while the court of aflize was fit- 
ting. Mr Juftice Wilmot was on that 
bench, but his lordfhip happily recei- 
ved. no hurt, and there happened to be 
only five of the counfellors prefent. 
four of whom were burt, but not dan- 
gerouflly, viz. Mr Moreton, Mr Afton, 
Mr Nares, and. Mr Athurft ; Mr Afton 
prevented further danger to himfelf by 
inftantly flipping under the council ta- 
ble ; but Mr Moreton. was prefently 
jammed in by the rubbifh, and remain- 
ed fo fome time. The fix following 
perfons loft their lives on this occafion, 
viz. Mr Lawes, the cryer of the court; 
Mr Chambers, an attorney at Kidder- 
minfter ; Mr Freme, an ironmonger ; 
Mr Hurtle, Hartlebury ; and Mr Shaw, 
of Omberfly ; all of whom were taken 
out dead from among{t the rubbith, 
and moft difmal {pectacles they were, 
as was likewile Mr Wainwright of 
Brom{greve, who did. not die till fome 
after he was carried out of the hall. 
Divers other people were greatly hurt. 
It is not to be conceived what confu- 
fion the court was prefently in, or what 
mifchief enfued from the people’s hurry- 
ing out of the hall, and in going down 
the hall fteps, whereby feveral were 
thrown down and trampled upon a con- 

: fide- 


fidei 
{crib 
happ 
the i 
gonk 
who 
end 
cour 
but : 
cho! 
enti 
aflizi 
1; 
for 
raifit 
ferv! 
term 
lutio 
14th 


if 4 


gran 
2,5C 
lives 
or { 
char 
in t! 
men 
ing 

the 
upoi 
ner 
perf 
at tl 
pofe 
5 of 
T4t 
mer 
of 1 
bute 
and 
on 

fucl 
fhal 
bef 
VIZ. 


Ma 


ly 
Au 











For MA RK C QW 


fiderable time; nor is it eafy to de- 
{cribe the anxiety of fuch people who 
happened to be at home, while fome of 
the family were out and tuppofed to be 

one to the hall, Mr Baron Adams, 
who fat at the crown-bar, at the other 
end of the hall, had adjourned the 
court, and was gone to his lodpings 
but a few minutes before this melan- 
choly accident happened, which put an 
entire ftop to the bufinefs of the 
aflizes. 

17. Books were opened at the bank 
for receiving contributions towards 
raifing the {um of 2,500,000]. for the 
fervice of the current year, on the 
terms expreffed in the following refo- 
lution of the H. of commons on the 
14th inft, 


“ Refolved, 

“ That, towards raifing the fupply 
granted to his majelty, the fum of 
2,500,000]. he raifed by annuities for 
lives, with the benefit of furvivorhhip, 
or for terms of years certain, and 
charged upon a fund to be eftablifhed 
in this feflion of parliament for pay- 
ment thereof, and for which the fink- 
ing fund fhall be a collateral fecurity, 
the faid feveral annuities to be granted 
upon the conditions, and in the man- 
net following; that is to fay, That all 
perfons, who, in books to be_opened’ 
at the bank of England for that pur- 
pofe, fhall fubfcribe, at any time before 
5 of the clock in the afternoon of the 
14th day of April next, for the pay- 
ment of rool, or as many entire fums 
of 100 |. as they fhall chufe to contri- 
bute towards the faid fum of 25000001, 
and fhall at the time of fuch fubdfcripti- 
On make a depofit of 101. per cent. on 
fuch fums fo to be contributed, and 
fhall make the future payments on, or 
pee the times herein after limited, 

z 

sl. per cent. on or before 26th 
May next. 

15]. per cent. on or before 7th Ju- 
ly next, 

151. per cent. on or before 18th 
Auguft next, 
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15]. per cent. on or before 29th 
Sept. next, 

' 1s. per cent. on or before roth 
Nov. next. and the remaining 151. 
per cent. on or before 224 Dec, next, 
fhall be entitled, for the lives of their 
nominees, to fuch annuities as are 
herein particularly fpecified ; fuch an- 
nuities for lives to be divided into five 
claffes: the firlt clafs to confift of an- 
nuities of al. for every 100]. contri- 
buted, for the lives of nominces of a- 
ny age, with the benefit of furvivorfhip 
upon the death of nominees of the fame 
clafs, for the term of 60 years; that is 
to fay, after the expiration of this 
term, the contributors fhall continue 
to enjoy the benefit of their accumula- 
ted annuities during the lives of their 
refpective nominees, but no further be- 
nefit by the death cf any nominee 
which fha!] happen after the cxpiration 
of that term: The fecond clafs to con- 
fift of annuities of 41. 5s. for every 
1001. contributed, for the lives of no- 
minees, who fhall be above the age of 
20 years, with the like benefit of fur- 
vivorfhip upon tie death of nominces 
of the fame clafs, for the term of 50 
years, in manner aforefaid: The third 
clafs to confift of annuities of gl. 10s. 
for every 100]. contributed, for the 
lives of nominees who fhall be above 
the age of thirty years, with the like 
benefit of furvivorthip upon the death 
of nominees of the fame clafs for the 
term of 43 years and a half, in manner 
aforefaid. The fourth clafs to confit 
of annuities of al. 15s. for every 100]. 
contributed, for the lives of nominees 
who fhall be above the age of 4o years, 
with the like benefit of furvivorihip 
upon the death of nominces of the 
fame clafs for the term of 38 years and 
a half, in manner aforefaid. The fiith 
clafs to confift of annuitics of 51. for 
every rool, contributed, for the lives 
of nominees who shall be above the age 
of 50 years, with the like bencis of 
furvivorfhip upon the death oi nomi- 
nees of the fame clafs, for the term 
of 25 years, in manner aforefaid: But 
that fuch contributors, who, iuitcad of 
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fall be intitied, at the:r option, to any 
of the following annuities, after the 
rates of interelt herein after mention- 
€U, Viz. . 

Of 41. per cent. for 66 years. 

. 5s. per cent. for 54 years. 


. 108. per cent. for 46 years and 
nt. for 41 years; and 
percent. for 36 years and 9g 
months. The faid annuities for lives 
to be paid half yearly, on the 5th day 
of January, and the sth day of July, 
in every year: the firlt half-yearly 
payment of annuities for lives to be 
made to the feveral contributors re- 
fpectively on the gth day of January 
1758, if they fhail before that time 
have appointed their nominees, or up- 
on fuch of the faid holf-yearly days of 
payment as fhall be next after the re- 
jpective appointment of their nomi- 
nees 3 and the faid annuities for certain 
terms of years, at what time foever the 
contributors fhall make their option to 
accept fuch annuities, fhall commence 
from the 5th day of July 1757, and 
be paid half-yearly as aforefaid; and 
that all contributors paying the whole, 
or any part of their contributions, pre- 
vious to the days appointed for the 
ref{peGtive payments, fhall be intitled 
to an allowance of fo much money, as 
the intere/t of the feveral fums fo pre- 
vioufly paid, after the rate of 31. per 
cent perann. fhall amount to, from 
the me of fuch previous payment, to 
the re{pective times on which fuch pay- 
ments are directed to be made; and 
that all the feveral fums before-mentie 
oned, which fhall be contributed as a- 
forefaid, fhall, by the cafhiers of the 
bank, be paid into the receipt of the 
exchequer, to be applied from time to 
time to fuch fervices as fhal] then haye 
been voted by this houfe in this feflion 
of parliament, and not otherwife.” 
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HE Entrepren: ut privateer of 16 

guns and 130 men, who had 

been out of Havre but four days, is 
brought to Pordmouth by the Lyme. 

A privatrer of 8 puas and 100 men, 
is broughtinto Yarmouth by the Grams 
pus floop. 

The Young Margaretta, Bley, load- 
ed with hemp frem Amilerdam for 
Morlaix, is fent into Dover by the 
Scorpion flosp. 

The Infernal privateer of Havre, of 
14 puns, is carried by the Happy floop 
into Guernfey, 

The charming Nancy privateer of 
Jerfey, drove 3 thips from St D. minga 
afore near Bourdeaux,. out of one of 
which he took a Jarge quantity of in- 
d:go before fhe went down, as did the 
other two.—She has alfo taken a priv. 
of 8 puns, and a veffel loaded with 
flour, which are brought into Jerfey, 
and two other veffels not come in; 
and likewife a fifth veflel which was 
ranfom’d for 1gol. 

The Mount Ofizer privateer of 20 
guns, nine pounders, is brought into 
Plymouth by the Tartar man of ‘war, 
after two hours engagement: fhe had 
the affurance to board the Tariar after 
fhe had ftruck her colours, but 36 men 
were kilicd in the attempt, befides 
wounded, 

A brigantine from Guardaloupe for 
Nantz, fent by the Eagle privateer of 
London to Falmouth. 

The Bien acquis, 300 tons, 10 guns 
ahd 30 foldiers on board, from Ro- 
chelle to Miflifippi loaded with about 
1346 cafks of flour, 60 barrels of gun- 
powder, three 24 pounders, three 18 
pounders, 60 bombs, bomb fhells, am- 
munition, foldiers cloaths, &c. is fent 
into Briftol by the Tyger privateer. 

The Efperance, from Rochelle for 
Millifippi, with military ftores, fent in- 
to Briftol by the Cefar privateer. 

The Leottotfe man of war has taken 
a St Domingo man of 400 ton burthen. 
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Lift of Ships taken 6) t3e French, 

“HE Carolin, Dolenian, from bri- 
‘1 (lol for Jamaica, and carried in- 
to Granville. 

The Cts of Murray, Roxborougii, 
from Dundee for Bilboa, and cariice 
into Dieppe. . 

The Hardy, Faviour, from New 
York to Amilierdam, and carried into 
St Maloes, 

The Black Joke, Studds, from Lon- 
don and Gambia tor Barbadoes, and 
carried into Martinico. 

A large priv. of 12 guns has taken a 
Sunderland brig, off Flamborough head. 

The Elizabeth, Morris, from Cork 
for Jamaica, carried into Guardeloupe. 

The John and Mary, Sergeant, from 
Little Hampton, for London, carried 
into Bologn:. 

The Margaretta, Hornbey, from Li- 
verpool for London, and the Swan, 
Peacock, from Yarmouth for Chetler, 
are carried into Havre. 

The Rebecca, Bartlet, from Phila- 
delphia for Barbadoes, car. into France, 

The Mary Anne, Meyler, from Ca- 
diz for Dublin, ranfom’d for 4ool. 

The Ranger, t.om Bolton for the 
Leeward iflands, car. into Guardaloupe, 

The Venice,—-, is taken by a ba- 
yonne privateer. 

The Friendthip, Dobbin, from St 
Lucar for Dublin; the Providence, 
Newton, from South Carolina, and the 
Brilliant, Jefferys, from New York, 
both for London, taken by the St 
Michael priv. of Granville. 

The Happy Jenny, Gordon, from 
Dumfries for Rotterdam, catried into 
Calais. 

The Three Friends, Fitzherbert, 
from Denia for London, and the Mary, 
Printon, from Malaga for Liverpool, 
are carried into Malaga. 

The Rifing Sun, Lawrence, (a Dane) 
for Amfterdaius, and the Refolution, 
Afbernboorn, (a Swede) are carried 
into Marfeilles. 

A brig belonging to Lynn, and a 
floop which was afterwards ranfomed, 
were taken in the North channel by a 
Privateer, 
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The Union, Way, from Chefter for 
London, is carried into Fefchamp. 

“The Weiion’s Adventure, Lamb, 
and the Providence, Cole, both for Se- 
ville for London, are carried into St 
\laloes, 
_ fcc Forth, Brown, from Virginia 
for Leith, taken by a Dunkirk priv. 

dhe William and Mary, Bell, from 
Barbacces, and the Grace, Bible, from 
Cork tor St Eulistia; the Mary and 
Martha, Nulum, witb the Hawke and 
Boicawen privateer are carried into 
Guardaloupe. 

Tbe Hunter, Parker, from Virginia 
for Barbadoes, and the samuel, Embin, 
with 156 ilaves, from Africa for St 
Kiits, carried to Martinico. . 

The Tryal, Gulict, trom Malaga fox 
Lynn, is carried into Brett, 

The Tufcany, Malone, of Briftol, 
from Falmouth for Leghorn, carried 
into Marleilles. 

The old Simon, Boyfon, the Frede- 
rick and Sophia, Nielfon, and the Got- 
tenberg, Talbery, from London and 
Falmouth for the Streights, are carried 
into Morlaix. 

The Providence, (a Dane) is taken 
by a French privateer. 

The Martha, Curry, from London 
for Gibraltar, is carried into Cadiz. 

The Cambridge, Chambers, from 
London for Leith, ranfomed for four 


‘hundred guineas. 


The Duke packet from the Groyne, 
with two mails, is car. into St Maloes. 

The Hanover packet, from Falmouth 
for Lifbon, carried into Breil. 

The Dolphin packet, Cockerell, 
failed from Holland for Harwich the 
18th inftant, and was taken the fame 
day—lIt is faid ihe had 360 ingots of 
gold on board. 

The Dolly and Nancy, Wynn, from 
Jamaica for London, is taken by the 
French. 

The Profperity of Dartmouth is ta- 
ken, and carried into Londernean river. 

An Englith brig of 60 tons, laden 
with wine, is carried into Rochelle. 

The Adventure of 140 tons, yor 

cor 
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cod and falmon, is carried into Mar- 
feilles. 

The Conftantine privateer of 18 
guns, and 130 men, is taken by the 
Hippotame man of war, 

The Sea Nymph, Cafwell, from Ca- 
diz for Falmouth, aud Fox, Barker, 
from Seville for London, are carry’ 
into Dinant. 

The Blakeney, Valnight, from Bo- 
fton for London, carry’d into Bour- 
deaux. 

The Trinity, Davey, from. Alicant 
is carry’d into Malaga. 

The Milnes, M’Cleod, from Virgi- 
nia for Hull, is taken in America. 

The Shropfhire, Wieg, from Jamai- 
ca for London, carry’d into Brett. 


NEWCASTLE. 


March 5. In this time of fcarcity 
of provifions, Sir Edward Blacker, of 
Matlin, lately ordered a fat cow to be 
kill’d, and eight bolis of Rye to be 
baked, and diltributed among the poor 
neighbouring families, viz. to each 
perfon a loat of bread, and a piece of 
flefh. 

This day Dr Afkew, Phyfician to St 
Bartholomew’s Hoipital, London, and 
elde(t fon of Dr Afkew of this town, 
was married to Mifs Holdford, filter 
to Peter Holdford, Eig; one of the 
milters in chancery 3 a very agreeable 
young lady, of excellent accompiith- 
ments, with a handfoime fortune. 

8. Lord Barnard, fon to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Darlington, was 
mirricd at London, to Aliis Lowther, 
fifier tc Sir James Lowther, a young 
Jady of great fortune, and a molt a- 
miable perfon, excelleatly endowed 
with every accomplithment and virtue 
which can rendcr beauty truly defirable, 
and the married life happy. 

10. Was taken off Flimborough- 
head, the Sunnylide of Sunderland, 
Thomas Archer, put-in-matler, and 
ranfom’d for 250 guineas; and in the 
time of ranfoming, whea the matter 
and men were all on board the priva- 
teer, they threw overboard three car- 
rage guns, took out her {mall arms, 
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feveral things belonging the fhip, new 
boat, &c. and tlripp’d the matter and 
men of all their cloaths, She is called 
the General Lally of Bologne, a Snow, 
and fometimes altered; mounts 16 
carr‘age guns, 12 four pounders, and 
4 two pounders; rows with ten oars 
ona fide; fhe had taken five velfels 
the day before, two Scots: And on 
the 11th, of the Spurn, took a brig 
belonging to Thomas Thompfon of 
the fame place, and ranfom’d. For 
the good of the public, the infurance 
office there fent an exprefs to the ad- 
miralty office on the 11th in the morn- 
ing, to requelft aid again(ft thefe daring 
robbers. A brig belonging to that 
place, Puncheon, matter, is alfo taken 
on the coaft of Holland. 

1. Wind atS. EF. about ten in the 
morning, the Ann, Richardlon, of 
Shields, met with a French privateer 
in her paflage from London, which he 
engaged for near four hours, pretty 
clofely, fave when the privateer laid 
by to flop his holes, &e. During the 
engagement Mr Richardfon obferved 
feveral of the privateer’s oars were fhot 
away; and feveral of their hands upon 
deck were feen to fall by his {mail 
arms, The Frenchmen called feveral 
times to know if they might board the 
Ann, but the crew obttinately anfwered 
no. Ftowever {ke went off; and as 
fome colliers appeared coming up, was 
no more feen. The privateer tarries 
14 guns, and 1somen. The Ana 
only 5 guns, and 8 men, fave nine 
miners, pallengers, who affifted and 
behaved gallantly. The Ann is much 
damag’d, but none of the hands were 
killed. 

14. William Reed, of Durham, Efq; 
was married at All-faints, in this town, 
to Milfs Reay, in Pilgrim-{treet, a 
young lady celebrated for beauty, and 
diftinguith’d for many valuable accom- 
plifaments with 10,000 |. fortune. 

19. Application will be made to 
p2rliament this feffion for ufing broad 
wheel’d carriages in this town and 
neighbourhood, and that no other fort 
of waggons or carts will bz ailow’d to 


come 
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come upon the high roads within four 
or five miles of this corporation. 

We hear that 30001. is granted this 
feflion for compleating and keeping in 
repair the grand military road from 
this place to Carlifle; and that the 


_faid road will now be finifhed in fix or 


eight months. 
Jokn Burdon of Hardwick, Efq; 


has given to each of his labourers, who 
has a family, a bufhel of wheat, and 


. to fach as have none, half a bufhel, by 


way of relief in thefe hard times. 

A gentleman near Haydonbridge 
ave to forty-two poor families in and 
near that village, in the late fevere 
weather, four horfe loads of coals each, 
which the ‘armers in that neighbour- 
hood generoufly delivered at their 


g houfes, without any recompence for 


their trouble. 

We are informed a bill is brought 
into the Hon. the Houfe of Commons 
for the encouragement of mariners em- 
ployed in his majefty’s navy, and for 
more punctual payment of their wages, 
and for preventing the great frauds 
and impofitions ufed by the dealers in, 
and purchafers of the feamen’s tickets. 

23. The 38 {mugglers, brought to 
this town the 2oth of laft month from 
Whitehaven, having entered into his 
majelty’s fervice, were fent from hence 
to Hull, efcorted by a party of lord 


Manners’s regiment, to- be put on- 


the 20 gun fhip lately launched there. 

By Advices from Penrith and other 
places in Cumberland, we are told that 
the high wind on Wednefday night the 
23d.ult. has done great damage there 
to the houfing; feveral being blown 
entirely down, others unroofed, &c. 
And ’tis generally believed that it was 
more {trong and boilterous than that 
in October laft. It alfo appears by fe- 
veral accounts to have begun two 
hours fooner than it did here, as the 
great wind in Otober alfo did. 

Great damage has been done among 
the thips by the gale of wind laft Wed- 
nefday fe’nnight. Capt. Hurry of Yar- 
mouth, and three of his fons carried 
away their main and mizen malts, but 





1757. 16% 


are happily got in this harbour; and 
we hear a large collier was feen to 
founder in the height of the gale. 

27. The Endeavour, Capt. Gaul, 
belonging to this place, having loft 
her malts in the late ftorm, was taken 
off Yarmouth roads, by a French pri- 
vateer, and ranfom’d for 200]. She 
is fince arrived in a fhattered condi- 
tion. 

This Week a Sunderland collier, of 
about 18 keels, laden with coals, was 
taken by a French privateer off Whit- 
by, and ranfomed. 


Solution to the Dialling Queflion in Jan. 
Mag. by Mr J. Wilkinfon. 
UT 7 = the tangent of 82° 48° 
= the fum of the diftances of the 
3 and 4 0’clock hour lines from the 
meridian, ¢ == the tangent of 60°, and 
x == the fine of the latitude of the place, 
(for ’tis evident that on all horizontal 
dials the tangent of the hour diftances 
on the plane is = the fine of the lati- 
tude of the place wherefoever taken) 
Then, as 1: x:: 4: xt =thetangent 
of the given arch 82° 48’, and 
I -+- xt 
———- = 7, and reduced gives x = 
I — xf 
66667, the fine of 41° 48° the lati- 
tude required, 


_The fame was alfo anfwered byC. R. 


4 Mathematical Queftion, by T. B. 
Wee is the folidity of a canted 


cube, whofe fide = 10; and 
what are the dimenfions of the leaft 
cone that will circumicribe it? 


Bie 


BIRTHS. 


